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PREFACE

This is a translation from the Spanish boolklet Como Imprimir ;
Carteles, publication Number 4 of CREFAL (Regional Funda-
mental Education Centre for Latin America), Patzcuaro, Mexico.
The process of printing described, though primarily adapted to
the quick and cheap production of posters, can be used for
other display and craft purposes. The simplicity and economy
of the process and its adaptability to the needs and conditions
of fundamental education workers has persuaded Unesco to
make it known to as many as possible in printed form.

In doing so, it is the sole wish of Unesco that anyone who
finds that the process here described corresponds to his needs
may feel completely free to use and adapt it, without seeking
permission from anyone. At the same time Unesco would be
interested to hear from those who do so in what ways they
have found it useful and what refinements, modifications or
extensions of the system they have developed.
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FOREWORD

The Fundamental Education Centre for Latin America (CREFAL) was established at
Patzcuaro, Mexico, in April 1961, Itisa joint effort, in which Unesco and the other
Specialized Agencies of the United Nations collaborating with the Expanded Programme
of Technical Assistance, the Organization of American States and the Mexican Govern-
ment are all participating. Its purpose is to train leaders in Fundamental Education,
and in the production of fundamental education materials, for work in the Latin
American States,

With regard to the production of educational materials, the founder bodies recogni-
zed the necessity of producing new materials and, more particularly, of devising new
methods for the production of materials capable of satisfying the needs of teachers
working in technically backward areas.

How could graphic material be produced at a minimum cost and with very cheap
equipment? This was one of the problems confronting the Centre from the very be-
ginning. Nevertheless, an even more important problem was to find a method within
the technical capabilities of teachers who are not professional printers, Moreover, it
was necessary to devise a method requiring only materials which can be easily found

in any region.

In January 1952 the Centre's Production Branch began to carry out a series of ex-
periments for that purpose. In February, we produced our first poster at the Centre,
by means of a process which we had been testing since 1940. Since February, when
we produced our first poster, we have learnt many new facts that have enabled us to
improve our work. There is no doubt that, as we acquire more experience, we shall
be able to improve the process still further.

We have already produced nine posters of various sizes in editians containing from
50 to 1,000 copies., We are now ina position to state that our method offers many ad-
vantages, particularly from the practical point of view.

The present booklet is intended as a technical guide for teachers interested in this
type of graphic production.

J.O.




VIEJITO... PERO

Poster made for the Literacy Campaign
(80X56 cm., in one or two colours). It
represents a local theme: the cviefitoy
(little old man) is a typical character
of a traditional folk-dance of the region,




I. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCESS

The process of printing from a glue plate is a relatively simple one. By following instructions, any teacher

can use it successfully.

e on which the picture to be reproduced is engraved, and

It consists of two fundamental elements: a wax plat
as cooled and solidified, serves as the

a glue plate which is cast in the wax matrix. The glue plate, after ith
printing-plate,

The wax plate is made by pouring a mixture of paraffin wax and beeswax on to a glass pane SO as to form a

more or less uniform layer, 3 mm. thick.
drawn and engraved on this wax plate, thus giving a wax cast

melted in a double boiler, is then poured over the wax cast s0
After cooling, for approximately eight hours, the glue becomes

The picture to be reproduced on the poster is
{fig.], see below). A mixture of glue and glycerine,
as to cover it with a layer, 2 cm. thick (fig. 2).
consistent and flexible like soft rubber.

e end of the solidified layer (fig. 3). The latter's lower surface, on

The glue plate is removed by raising on
glue surface or printing-plate (fig. 4).

which the wax engraving has left an impression, is the printing

dea of the work involved in making a glue plate. We

This short description is intended to give a very general i
ired for this method of printing, as well as the en-

shall now describe in detail the materials and equipment requ
tire process of producing a poster in this fashion,
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