










US WITHDRAWAL FROM lJNESCO 

The tTS withdrew from UNESCO last December. 
The reasons for withdrawal were numerous, ac
cording to Gre~ory Newell, Assistant Secretary 
of State at the Office of International Orga
nization Affairs1 1) misguided policies and 
programs, 2) repeated management failures, 
3) an endemic hostility toward the institu
tions of a free society, particularly those 
that protect a free press, free markets, and 
above all, individual human rights, and 4) the 
politicization of almost every issue (dis
armament, human rights, etc.). 

While attempts at working out management prob
lems are beginning to happen at the Paris head
quarters, the key issue in the withdrawal is 
clearly what the US sees as a dampening of 
"freedom." What this really means is the 
freedom of the US to impose its cultural stan
dards on Third World countries. It sounds 
like UNESCO was becoming too democratic for 
US tastes. More voices were speaking out in 
support of collective rights, or "rights of 
peoples," including the self-determination 
of groups of people. UNESCO has had a long 
history of concern for human rights, but the 
Reagan administration is concerned first and 
foremost with the rights of "individuals." 

This has led to the belief that UNESCO's pro
posed "New World Information and Communica
tions Order" (NWICO) would license journa-
lists and prevent freedom of the press. The 
~'WICO was actually conceived by developing 
countries as a means of helping poor coun-
tries expand their mass media facilities in 
order to enable them to avoid a total depen
dence on Western media and to communicate their 
own views more effectively. In fact, the 
NWICO was suggested by UNESCO to help break 
into the Western press monopoly on news cover
age in Third World countries. The big four 
Western news agencies (Associated Press, 
United Press International, Reuters, and 
Agence France-Presse) account for nearly all 
foreign news transmitted worldwide, and most 
of this coverage is about disasters and vio
lence. Journalists could be invited to Third 
World countries in order to better understand 
the reality of the countries from an inside 
perspective. In this wav, they could analyze 
different political and economic systems with
out imposing Western cultural values. As a 
represer.tative from Senegal said in the UNESCO 
Forum at the New York Roundtable discussion 
earlier this year, people from the US have the 
"Walk-Man Syndrome." When in other countries, 
"your voice is so loud, wherever you go you 
hear only yourself. You can't listen. You 
can't look at the problems through the eyes 
of others." 

Attention has been paid to UNESCO's alleged 
repression of the press to the complete exclu
sion of trNESCO's other programs. This can be 
seen from a report by the ~ational Kews Coun
cil, an independent monitoring group, after 
llNESCO's 1980 General Conference. They exa
mined 448 news reports and 206 editorials 
written abGut the conference, and found that1 

"Not one story emanating from the six-week 
conference dealt with any of the reports, 
speeches, or resolutions on UNESCO's 
basic activities in combatti~g illiteracy, 
developing alternative energv sources, pro-
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tecting historic monuments, broadening edu
cational programs for scientists and engineers, 
sponsoring basic research in food production 
and oceanic sciences, and scores of other 
fields •1

• 

Debate over communications issues was the cen
tral topic for news reports from both the 1980 
and 1983 General Conferences, and most were 
hostile. 

To date, however, there has been no support of 
activitv bv UNESCO to license or create codes 
of conduct or censorship for journalists, 
though some such resolutions have been proposed. 
UNESCO has made it clear that the ~TWICO is an 
evolvin~ process, not an imposed set of regula
tions intended to hamper the free flow of 
information. 

The US withdrawal was against the wishes of the 
US National Commission (USNC) for UNESCO, a body 
established by Congress in 1946 to serve as a 
liason between UNESCO and major US organizations 
interested in educational, scientific, and cul
tural matters. 1/3 of the membership is nomi
nated by the US administration from federal, 
state, and local governments, and 2/3 are desig
nated for nongovernmental organizations, such 
as WILPF, Planned Parenthood, American Theater 
Association, YWCA, and American Council on Educa
tion. The US government made an unsuccessfful 
attempt to eliminate USNC's ~unding in 1983, but 
did effectively eliminate it~ professional staff. 
Our government has largely ignored the USNC, 
unlike most other countries where it has an im
portant advisory, communicative, and management 
fu~ction. The USNC has been rendered ineffective. 

What can be done now? The withdrawal is not 
irreversible, so the US can rejoin UNESCO. Her
schelle Challenor, the Director of the Liason 
Office in Washington, suggests that in order to 
exert pressure on the government to take action 
that would lead to a rapid return to the Organi
zation, specific activities that might be under
taken aret 

1) Write members of the Foreign Relations Com
mittee to assure funding for the US National 
Committee for UNESCO. 

2) Write the Secretary of State u1e-ng the cre
ation of a Cabinet Level Committee to monitor 
events in UNESCO (only an inter-agency com
mittee is envisioned at this point). 

3), Disseminate information about UNESCO pro
grams and the importance of multilateral diplo
macy in an increasingly interdependent world 
with global problems. You can write for infor
mation to the L~'ESCO Liason Office, Suite 301, 
918 16th Street, NW, Washington DC 20006. 

An international body like UNESCO is needed to 
provide a multi-cultural forum where differences 
of attitudes and outlook can be discussed and 
constructive policies created. Meetings on in
ternational cultural policy have been held in 
the past, and many countries t,ave adopted "cul
tural democracy" as a major aspect of their poli
cies. If you are interested in following up on 
some of the above ideas, you can help by working 
on ACD's Cultural Policy Task Force, coordinated 
by Marvo Ewell of the Colorado Arts Council. You 
can contact her at 1424 Snowmass St., Boulder, 
co 80303, (303) 494-0293. 

---Bob Feldman 
Illinois Chapter, ACD 



KEW ALLIANCE MEMBERS, 3.!IDIBERS, AND MAILI~G LIST CHAKGES SINCE OCTOBER 

New Members 

r>an Behrman 

Mary MacArthur 
Yolanda King 

Estelle Carol & 
Bob Simpson 
Mary J. Dougherty 
Noreen Warnock 
Bill Buckley 

Barbara 
Leventhal-Stern 

Juliet Wittman 
Sarah Sutro 
Richard Trenner 
Willian McKibbon 

Malcolm Davis 
Lyn Miller-Lachmann 
Sarah Gaskill 

Sue Goodwin 

Si Kahn 
Mrs. J. v. Newhouser 
Patty Stone 
David Fichter 

New Subscribers 

Andrea Gilars 

Jerry Pomerantz 
Myra Herr 

Robert Aiken 
Jane Goldberg 
Louise Todd Cope 
Little Miami Theatre 

Works 

Changes 

Immigrant Music, Inc. 
205 W. South Orange Ave. 
5303 Dorsett PL. NW 
Martin Luther Kin~ Jr. 

Non-Violent Center 
449 Auburn Ave., NE 
Carol*Simpson Productions 
2501 N. St. Louis 
821 W. Montrose 
1304 w. Henderson 
ART Services 
PO Box 6146 
3720 Starr King Circle 

'l41 S. Boulder Rd. 
20 Gorham St. 
PO Box 521 
The New Yorker 
25 West 43rd St. 
PO Box 144 
501 S. Prospect 
NH Commission on the Arts 
18 Mo,,roe St. 
Institute f~r~ olicy Studies 
1901 Q St., NW.t 
400 E. Tremont;Ave. 
1070 Canary D~. 
18803 North Park 
Arts for a New Nicaragua 
503 Franklin St., #1 

Split Rock Arts Program 
320 Westbrook Hall 
University of Minnesota 
77 Pleasant St., SE 
1536 Harvard St., #5 
Artists Call 
1118 w. Drummond 
1400 McClellan 
65 E. 4th St. #15 
Box One 

PO Box 248 

New Addresses and Phones, 
Robert Hurwitt- 2570 Hilgard 

South Orange, ~J 07079 

Washington, DC 20016 
Atlanta, GA 30312 

60647 

60613 
60657 

Chicago, IL 

Chicago, IL 
Chicago, IL 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 

Palo Alto, CA 94306 

Boulder, CO 
Somerville, MA 
Princeton, NJ 
New York, NY 

02144 
08542 

10036 

Penland, NC 
Madison, WI 
Concord NH 

28765 
53711 

03301 

Washington, DC 20009 

Charlotte, NC 28203 
Prescott, Af,, 86301 
Shaker Heights, OH 44122 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

Santa Monica, CA 90404 
Chicago, IL 60614 

Tama, IA 52339 
New York, NY 10003 
Penland, NC 28765 

w. Liberty, OH 43357 

(201) 762-7580 

(202) 686-0139 

(312) 227-5826 

( 312) 525-6305 
( SOS) 983-1154 

(415) 858-0976 

(303) 494-4535 

(704) 688-3087 
(608) 255-8425 
(603) 271-278~ 

224-9044 
(202) 234-9382 

(704) 376-9206 
(602) 778-5265 
(216) 932-0040 
(617) 491-5816 

(612) 373-4947 

(213) 828-4800 
( 312) 477-3581 

( 515) 484-4821 

(704) 675-4868 

(513) 465-6751 

Catherine Ann Butler 3084 Meadow Brook 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
Cleveland Heights, OH 
OK City, OK 73102 

44118 a16)397-oo69 
Lynn Moroney 400 w. California 
Jerri Allyn 573 Ninth Ave., #2 
Eileen Whalen 434 54th St. 
David Brown 462 Holly 
David & Kathryn Leo-Nyquist 
John Pitman-Weber 
Bill Pratt 

NY, NY 10036 
Brooklyn, NY 11220 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
CA 
IL 
MT 

Catherine Jordan 3245 Garfield So. Minneapolis, MN 55408 
Jerrilee Cain-Tyson 360 N. Normal St. Macomb, IL 61455 
Barbara Denmark Long South (not "West") LaSalle Chicago, IL 
Debra Wise Underground Railway Theater 02140 (not 02139), in MA 

(212) 
(718) 
(612) 
(707) 
( 312) 
(406) 

( 612) 
(309) 

Norma Munn should be added with Jimmie Durham's name next to the Foundation for the 
Community of Artists in New York City 

Lincoln Cushing is a member, rather than a subscriber (Oakland, CA) 
Joseph Zendell, Evanston Arts Council, is a member, rather than a subscriber (IL) 
Melvyn Freilicher is a subscriber, rather than a member (CA) 

239-0878 
492-3009 
222-2109 
926-5326 
583-9890 
449-3406 
I..M•-'-'-'~n 

~ 

823-625 
837-1018 

~ 
--.... 

Selina Roberts is the person now to be listed with Metropolitan Arts Commission (Portland, OR) 
Jill Medredow change "The Annex" to WA (206) 324-5880 

"Nine One One" 
The following have left no forwarding ar1dresses 1 

June Gutfleisch (CA), Charles Mark (DC), Bonnie Frazier (DC), and Blanca Facundo (VA) 



SPECIAL THANKS 

•.. to ACD members Bob Feldman and Allen Schwartz for their good work writing and 
submitting a strong proposal to the Illinois Arts Council, and to member Jerrilee 
Cain Tyson for her work on the proposal to the Illinois Humanities Council. Both 
are for support for various pieces of the Alliance national conference, 
IMAGINACTION, to be held in Chicago in October • 

.•. to the following people for their work in writing material for this newsletter, 
Lina Newhouser (ACD Board President), Bob Feldman (Board Secretary), and Bridgot 
Warren (ACD member, Washington, DC). 

S~ND CONTRIBUTIO~S SOON FOR THE JUNE N'EWSLETTER ro, 

Alliance for Cultural Democracy 
c/o Herb Perr 
790 Greenwich 
'·'ew York, XIY 10014 

(212) 255-9192 

THE ALLIANCE FOR 
Cl~TURAL DEMOCRACY 

BULLETIN***BULLETIN 
C/0 Uadei'ground 

Railway Theater 
21 ~otre Dame Ave. 
Cambrid~e, MA 02140 
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