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Quito conference: Indians blast 
Columbus celebration 

by Anthony Cody & Joe Lambert 
Quito, Ecuador - 'These 500 years 
have meant nothing but misery and 
oppression for our people. What do we 
have to celebrate?" 

Thus Maria Taj, a Maya-quiche 
Indian of Guatemala, summed up her 
rage at plans by the Spanish govern-

Maria Toj speaks in Quito July 16. (Photo-Bannon) 

ment and others to hold extravagant 
celebrations of Columbus' 1492 
"discovery" of the Americas. 

More than 300 delegates and 
supporters from nearly every country 

in the hemisphere shared her rage at 
the "First Continental Meeting of In
digenous Peoples - 500 Years of 
Indian Resistance." The 5-day confer
ence was organized by CONAIE (Con
federation of Indian Nations of Ecua
dor), the National Indigenous Organi
zation of Columbia (ONIC), and the 

South and Mesa-American 
Indian Information 
Center (SAIIC, which is 
based in Oakland, Califor
nia). 

As Quito's National 
Congress building filled, 
slogans rang out in 
Quicha, the language of 

, the largest indigenous 
nation within Ecuador, 
and those filling in the 
aisles and the back of the 
room responded force
fully. Less than a month 
before, indigenous 
peoples of Ecuador re
occupied some tradi
tional lands in Chimbo
razo province, demand
ing the return of lands 
stolen by Spanish con
quest and still held in 
large haciendas. 

Carrying the theme, "500 years of 
resistance," delegates debated, 
amended, and approved the work of 
eight commissions on issues of land 
rights, education and cultural develop
ment, sovereignty, and legislative 

struggles. Notably, the conference 
resolved to send a 500-person delega
tion to Spain in 1992 to present de
mands for redress and reparations for 
the Spanish conquest on the occasion 
of the Olympic Games and the first 
congress of the European Community 
in Barcelona. 

Delegates also called for an 
international tribunal on co_ntinuing 
hutl).an rights abuses against Indian 
people, and for governments, 
churches, and multinational compa
nies to honor indigenous rights to 
ancestral lands. The commission on 
indigenous women called for a return 
to the tradition of shared leadership 
between men and women, which 
Western values has eroded. 

Sunrise ceremonies around the 
council fire were led by spiritual 
leaders of the northern Cree of Can
ada. Andean pipes and drums could be 
heard at midday celebrations. And, in 
the evening, delegates paused to 
exchange dances with Guatemalan 
women, dressed in their elegant 
traditional dress. 

The conference ended with a spirit. 
of unity and commitment to continue 
organizing and fortify the interconti
nental links made here. 

For more information, contact: 

SAIIC 
P.O. Box 7550 

Berkeley, CA 94707 
This story also appeared in "Unity,-
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REWRITiNG HISTORY 
"This Magazine", 
August/September 1976 
U.S. AID has distributed 
through Central America 1 O 
million copies of school 
textbooks such as the one in 
this picture (sic). In the third 
grade textbook (published in 
1969) there is a discussion 
of the arrival of the Spanish 
to Latin America. "The 
Indians lived where there 
was gold but did not know 
its value. A Span_iard came 
looking for gold. The Indians 
showed him where it was. 
The Spaniard, to show his 
gratitude, taught the Indians 
to read and write. He also 
_taught them to believe in 
one God. The Indians, in 
turn, were grateful to serve 
him. Thus, they lived happily 
in their village, mining gold 
and cultivating the land. 
Then other Spaniards came 
and attacked the village. 
The Indians fled. The son 
asks, 'Why did the Indians 
not return?' 'Because they 
found a place to live better,· 
answered Mama. They 
realized that they 
had found a very beautiful 
place. The Indians felt 
grateful to those who 
made them flee." 

U.S. government and corporations unveil 
plans to honor slaver Columbus 
by Dan Nicolai 

In honor of the 500th Anniversary 
of Columbus' landing in the New 
World, the U.S. government is spon
soring a Christopher Columbus 
scholarship fund. The program, 
according to advance publicity, will be 
des_igned to "honor the achievements 
of Columbus and encourage young 
people who embody his spirit and ac
complishments to carry forward his 
legacy into the next century." 

huracan, the name 

The scholarships will not, despite 
the name, be designated for students 
in Genocide Studies programs -
although the hype focuses heavily on 
international economic development, 
and academic notion about as blood
stained as they come. 

Scholarships are only part of the 
party the government is planning for 
the 500th Anniversary of the voyage, 
or Quincentennial. A Presidential 
Commission set up in 1984 is also 

"Huracan" is the name given by the Taino people to the great tropical storms that periodi
cally batter the shores of Borinquen (now Puerto Rico) and other islands. Huracanes were 
unleashed at the whim of the storm goddess, Guabancex. Under her command the other gods 
were called on to make wind and gather the waters in the mountain valleys to make floods. 
(Europeans later tried to fit Taino belief into a Christian mold by inventing an "evil" Huracan to 
do battle with the "good" god Yuquiyu. 

The image of the hurricane has also been used to describe the devastation wrought by co
lonialism. In all it's forms - European and North American armies, or multinational corpora
tions and banks - the colonial onslaught uproots farms and forests, washes away rich soil and 
destroys homes leaving dislocation and poverty in its wake. 

In the face of tropical storms, military invasions, and International Monetary Fund debt 
repayment schemes, "huracan" denotes the turbulence of five centuries of unceasing resis
tance by the people - native, transplanted, and transformed - of these battered lands. 

organizing a tall ships regatta, travel
ing exhibitions and educational 
programs, and a "solar sail space cup" 
to Mars. The planet Mars, no joke. The 
Commision has chosen three designs 
for the event, which Commission 
staffer Andy Bolton described as "a 
transition from Columbus' discovering 
voyages to our next frontier." 

The ships will be built by univer
sity and corporate engineers, and will 
be named ... you know. NASA will 
pick up the tab for shooting them into 
space, a modest $25 million. 

The thirty-member Christopher 
Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee 
Commission is heavy on real estate 
developers, politicians and politicians' 
wives. Members include James Baker, 
Mario Cuomo, the Supreme Knight of 
the Knights of Columbus, the acting 
chair of the National Endowment for 
the Arts, and the chair of the Republi
can Party of Puerto Rico. They are 
charged with finding individual and 
corporate sponsors for commemora
tive events - so far, these have 
proven scarce. Texaco has promised 
$ 5 million for a tour of replicas of the 

Continued on page six 
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National Council of tt,e 
Churches of Christ iil the 
USA calls for "year of 
reflection and 
repentance" 

The NCC has adopted a 
resolution calling for a 
"committed plan of action" 
during the Quincentennial, 
to ensure that the history of 
genocide, slavery, ecocide 
and exploitation is properly 
understood and redressed. 
The NCC's long response to 
the Quincentennial calls for 
Church awareness about the 
role of missionaries, both 
historically and in the pres
ent, and commits the 
Church to "be involved in 
activities that bring forward 
the silenced interpretation 

f the event," including pressuring 
ecular media, producing educational 
1aterials, and cooperating with other 
emispheric interfaith bodies. Con-
1ct: 

National Council of the 
Churches of Christ 
475 Riverside Drive 

New York, NY 10115 

~eo-con Christian periodical 
lismisses NCC statement 

Calling the NCC Resolution on the 
luincentennial "vacuous, entirely 
1cking in content," the corporate
unded magazine First Things dis-
1issed the Church of Christ's effort to 
ome to grips with the real stories of 
omination in this hemisphere. 
ailing Vine Deloria a "historical 
antasist," a recent article in First 
-hings whined about th~ notion of re
•entance, and pointed the finger at 
lacks, Asians, and Hawaiians who 
ave prospered here. 

The article concludes with apolo
etics, and a rousing call to celebra-
:on of the Columbus legacy: "Despite 
he sin that mars every human en
eavor, the history of the West in the 
Jew World has been, on balance, one 
f achievement and blessing for 
umankind. With specific reference to 
1e ideas and ideals of the American 
xperiment, that history continues to 
epresent, in the words of a president 
,ho was not unacquainted with moral 
mbiguity, 'the last, best hope of 
arth."' 

First Things, October, 1990 

lussell Means leads 
fative American protest at 
First Encounters" opening 

The "First Encounters" exhibit at 
he Museum of Science and Industry in 
-ampa opened last winter. The exhibit 
eatured "aboriginal artifacts" as well 
. s armor, weapons, and a 2/3 scale 
node! of the Nina. Means said the 
xhibit was an insult to native 
1eoples, and sought an injunction to 
,revent it from opening. 

ICQA Newsletter, V(l) 
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Guadalajara 
International Book Fair 

is offering three days of activities 
on the theme "1492-1992: Conquest 
and CoJ-onization." The program will 
take place from Thursday, November 
29, 1990 through Saturday, December 
1. Panelists (mostly male) include 
Mexican and international writers such 
as Eduardo Galeano (Memory of Fire), 
Mario Benedetti (La Tregua) and Heinz 
Dieterich, a co-founder and coordina
tor of "Emancipacion e Indentidad de 
America Latina." 

Events also include an interna
tional competition in the categories of 
novel, essay, memorial, history for 
young readers, educational comic 
book, video documentary, photo
graphic essay and radio play. National 
and regional competitions are also 
taking place. Deadlines for these 
competitions are June, 1990 and June, 
1991 depending on category. $26,000 
in prizes will be awarded. 

Latin American Emancipation and 
Identity: 1492-1992 

A.Postal 80-bis 
Mexico 1, D.F. 

Tel. and FAX: 6 5811 97 

WAMIVI/Minneapolis 
~hows grade school kids 
another side of Columbus 

Women.Against Military Madness 
recently received a $10,000 grant from 
the Unity Avenue Foundation, a 
Cowles Family Foundation, to produce 
a puppet show and curriculum about 
and cultures on this continent before 
the invasion. Heart of the Beast 
Theater is helping out with booking. 
Entitled 'The Animal People Discover 
Columbus," the puppet show will start 
to tour local grade schools in Decem
ber. Contact: 

In The Heart of the Beast 
Puppet Theater 

1500 E. Lake Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 721-2523 

1992 Alliance: 
Indians, allies and friends 

While the dominant powers in this 
country celebrate the arrival of "civili
zation" and "democratic freedom" to 
these shores, the Supreme Court is 
undermining religious freedom for 
American Indians. The 1992 Alliance 
seeks to both respond to the main
stream version of the quincentennial, 
and to extend and preserve Indian 
Natural Law as it applies to ecological, 
political, and cultural affairs. 

The goals of the 1992 Alliance are 
as follows: to strengthen Indian 
values, traditions, and philosophies by 
supporting the Traditional Circle of 
Elders and Youth; protection of 
indigenous rights; education of the 
American public about the history and 
contributions of Indians of the Ameri
cas; new partnerships among Ameri
can Indians and environmental, 
religious and artistic groups; and the 
establishment of a 1992 Clearing
house, to produce a newsletter and 
network of members, as well as a 
Funder's Guide to Native American 
Projects. 

1992 Alliance 
c/o Richard Hill 
P.O. Box 20007 

Santa Fe, NM 87504 
( 505 )988-6281 

SAIIC - South and Meso-American 
Indian Information Center 

Promotes peace and social justice 
for Indian People by providing infor
mation about Indian struggles in 
South and Meso-America and by 
facilitating exchanges and direct 
contacts between Indian people. They 
publish a newsletter ($10 in the US, 
Mexico, and Canada, $12 elsewhere), 
and other publications and produce 
radio programs (available on tape). 
SAIIC is an active force in the 500 
Years campaign, linking Native groups 
throughout the Americas. 

SAIIC 
P.O. Box 7550 

Berkeley, CA 94707 
(415) 834-4263 

"Understanding History -
Understanding Ourselves, 
1492-1992" 

A coalition of groups in St. Paul 
and Minneapolis is planning a series 
of events beginning in April, 1992. 
Plans include talks by historians and 
activists from across the US and 
beyond, including Howard Zinn and 
Nilo Cayaqueyo. Native American and 
African American perspectives will be 
featured. Music, art and educational 
panels are also planned. Local people 
are invited to help. Contact: 

Don Irish 
3609 14th Ave. So. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

"Campaign of Self Discovery" 
launched by native peoples of 
Canada 

In face of the imperialist glorifica
tion of 1992, native peoples of north, 
south and central American and the 
Caribbean have focused on the 
struggles of their communities, as well 
as all communities treated as second
class citizens because of race or social 
class. The Campaign for Self-Discovery 
has a three part mandate: 

1. The recovery and vindication of 
native peoples' history and their 
struggles for liberation. • 

2. The denunciation of the current 
human rights violations against 
indigenous peoples and popular 
movements. 

3. And, furthering the search for 
common objectives among all the 
peoples of the Americas. 

For more information, contact: 

Sans Garde 
82 Willow Avenue(#46) 

Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M4E 3K2 

SUBMULOC SOCIETY 
SINCE OCTOBER 12, 1492 

1492 

It is the intention of the Submuloc 
Society to create a non-violent, non
destructive movement to generate a 
better understanding of indigenous 
cultures and their contributions to 
mankind. The focus being the Quin
centennial Celebration of Columbus 
Day and its impact on indigenous 
societies. ~olumbus and those that 
followed did not benefit the indige
nous way of life. 

SUBMOLUC: The term SUBMULOC 
is derived from Columbus spelled 
backwards. In concept it is the revers
ing of the Columbus impact on the 
indigenous way of life since his arrival 
October 12, 1492. 

SOCIETY: Existing for thousands 
of years, SOCIETIES in Indian life have 
played important social roles. As a 
member of an Indian Society, an 
individual is given certain responsi
bilities and duties to perform as well 
as high ideals and standards to live 
by. Societies were ultimately meant to 
benefit the whole. 

SINCE OCTOBER 12, 1492: Since 
October 12, 1492 is the date that has 
been given for the arrival of Columbus 
on indigenous land. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE 
SUBMULOC SOCIETY CONT ACT: 

c/o Kathryn Steward 
PO Box 6157 

Bozeman, MT 59715 

Chapter Member: 
Chicano Humanities and Arts Council 

PO Box 2512 
Denver, CO 80201 

Tel. (303) 477-7733 

The Submuloc society 
Offers a 4-color t-shirt design 

to help support their activities. 
Tees are $14.92 and sweatshirts 
(you guessed it) are $19.92. 

The huracan logo is also avail
able on a cream colored T with a 
2-color print. Price $10.95. En
close $ 2 shipping if ordering fewer 
than three shirts. For three or 
more shirts, no shipping fee is 
charged. 

Northland Poster Collective 
1613 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis 55407 
(612)721-2273 

Genocide commemorative stamp? 
The push is on to commemorate · 

Columbus with a U.S. postage stamp . 
Our history is full of people who stood 
for solidarity, not conquest, and who 
defended our peoples' aspirations, not 
personal greed. Nominate your s/ 
heros who are more deserving of the 
honor. Send your entry to huracan. 

huracan - fall/winter 1990 



Co/u,nbus in context 
by Lisa Maya Knauer 

More than 150 activists from 
around the country gathered at 
Union Theological Seminary in 
New York City the weekend of July 
20-22 to exchange information 
and ideas about developing a 
progressive response to the Co
lumbus Quincentennial. The 
conference, Rediscovering the 
Americas: 1992 and Beyond, 
was organized by the Columbus in 
Context network (CIC), a New York
based multiracial group of teach
ers, artists, .community activists 
and others, and was held in con
junction with the 25th anniversary 
celebration of Clergy and Laity 
Concerned (CALC). 

CIC was formed in the fall of 
1989 by a group of progressive 
educators who wanted to reexam
ine American history, specifically 
the history of the "discovery" and 
conquest, and develop alternative 
curricula and pedagogies that 
could challenge some of the 
silences and misrepresentations. It 
soon expanded to include people 
from the Native American commu
nity, writers and other cultural 
workers. 

CALC, which is in the process 
of transforming itself from a 
mostly white peace organization 
to a truly multiracial social justice 
organization, was also interested 
in the quincentennial, and the 
prospects it raised for alliance
building, and asked CIC to organ
ize a series of workshops and 
panels during its 25th anniversary 
celebration and national gather
ing. 

The conference drew an inter
esting mixture of participants - a 
recent graduate of Union Theologi
cal Seminary (the site of the gath
ering), the director of a commu
nity oral history project in Cleve
land, Native American theater 
workers, the director of a multira
cial arts center in Atlanta. Alliance 
for Cultural Democracy board 
members Natasha Bonilla, Susan 
Perlstein and Lisa Maya Knauer 
helped lead workshops on topics 
including the politics of multira
cial organizing, the role of artists 
in challenging the Quincentennial, 
and dealing with the legacy of 
racism. 

For the most part the work
shops were informative and pro
vided a useful opportunity for 
networking. There were some 
sharp exchanges - Cherokee 

Quito follow-up 
On the weekend of October 9, the 

North American organizations repre
sented at Quito held a follow up 
meeting in Minnesota to plan ongoin~ 
work in the US and Canada. The 
activists present took inventory of 
ongoing work being done and made 
plans for a next meeting in January. 
Various plans of action were propose, 
for discussion, inclµding concerts, 
direct actions, advertisements, and 
conferences. Organizations repre
sented included the International 
Indian Treaty Council, Indigenous 
Women's Network, 1992 Alliance, 

huracan - fall/winter 1990 

activist Jan Elliot challenged 
ecologist Kirkpatrick Sale on what 
she perceived as his male, Euro
centric bias even as he set out to 
write a book that would "tell the 
truth" about Columbus. 

In a workshop on race, class 
and the environment, African
American activist Vernice Miller, 
who co-authored a pathbreaking 

·- .. :; · .. - . 

study on toxic waste and race in 
the U.S., critiqued those who 
would "rather save birds than save 
people." Her statement was chal
lenged by a Native American from 
the Northwest, who argued that all 
forms of life are important to 
Native cultures, which don't place 
humans outside of the rest of the 
natural world. Vernice responded 
that she had previously only heard 
that view expounded by Sierra 
Club types, and noted lack of 
direct dialogue between African
American and Native peoples 
around these issues. 

Several people who had heard 
of each other's work but never met 
had their "first encounters" at the 
conference. Environmentalists 
talked with theater workers, Native 
American activists chatted with 
church folks, educators hob
nobbed with media producers. 
Remarkably, several dozen people 
turned up on Sunday morning for 
a networking and strategy session. 
The need for greater coordination 
and division of responsibility 
between the various counter
quincentennial groups was dis-

SAIIC, Indian Law Resource Center, 
Anishanabe Akeeng. 

Non-Indian groups such as Clergy 
and Laity Concerned, the Alliance for 
Cultural Democracy, and the Central 
American Resource center were invited 
for part of the meeting. 

The organizations present ex
pressed strong commitment to build
ing an effective campaign around the 
quincentennial that would help 
current Indian struggles. As one land 
rights organizer pointed out, "If the 
campaign buys ads in the New York 
Times saying that after 500 years it's 
time to give back Indian land, that 
helps us in our struggle." 

cussed. 

Jan Elliot, a Cherokee activist 
from Florida, talked about a forth
coming publication geared specifi
cally for Native American commu
nities nationwide, and there was a 
general consensus that such a 
publication would serve a unique 
function that no existing publica
tions were equipped to fulfill. 

1492 
While CIC now has to assess 

the conference and plot its future 
directions, several specific proj
ects are already underway. A 
group of educators will be meeting 
in August to review existing mate
rials and determine strategies for 
filling the gaps. It seems likely to 
become an ongoing group. 

Several people spoke to the 
need for a resource guide for 
organizers in local communities, 
and CIC is trying to pull together a 
brief manual, to be published later 
this fall. Information about books, 
films, arts organizations, environ
mental groups, etc. will be in
cluded in the guide. 

Native American artist and 
teacher Fox Tree urged conference 
participants to do something in 
their own communities this up
coming Columbus Day, to com
memorate the over 100 million 
indigenous people who died in the 
first 400 years after Columbus' 
invasion. 

For more information about CIC 
and its work, call Peter McDonald at 
(718) 643-4138. CIC, c/o CALC, 198 
Broadway, NYC 10012 

Columbus citizenship resolution 
circulated in senate 

At a time when the INS is relent
lessly patrolling the US/Mexican 
borders, forcibly denying work and/or 
refugee status to Latin American 
people, one dead man is being exuber
antly welcomed to these shores. 
Alfonse D'Amato (R, N.Y.) of the 
Senate, and Thomas Foglietta (D.,PA) 
of the House are submitting resolu
tions that would grant Columbus this 
special status. If the resolution passes, 
the old conquistador will join Raoul 
Wallenberg, William and Hannah Penn, 
and Winston Churchill as the fifth 
lucky stiff. ICQA Newsletter, V(l) 

Big Mountain Support Groups 
Plan Fasting, Protests 

Four people from Big Mountain 
support groups will do a water-only 
fast on the east steps of the capitol in 
Washington_, DC from October 12 
through November 22, 1990, from 10 
to 5 pm, to bring an end to the geno
cidal Navajo Relocation Act. They are: 
Diane Nobad from Missouri, Carol 
r.ancia from California, Junji 
Shumenuki from Arizona, and Duncan 
Murphy from Maryland. 

On October 22, 1990 some of the 
fasters will leave for the U.N. to join 
the Global Walkers when they arrive in 
NYC. 

On November 11, veterans are 
welcome to speak as well as Guatema
lans 'since this will be election day in 
their courttry. 

On November 22, area Native 
Americans plan to feed a Thanksgiving 
dinner to the homeless of Washington, 
D.C. 

In mid-January Diane Nomad and 
Duncan Murphy and probably Con
gressional Medal of Honor veterans 
will continue an open ended water
only fast until the repeal of P.L. 93-
531 (Navajo Relocation Act) . .:i 

To help out 

1. Write to your congressper
son expressing your concern. 

2. Write to the secretary of the 
interior: Manuel J. Lujan, Secretary of 
the Interior, Dept. of the Interior, 1849 
C St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20240 

3. Contact us if you are willing 
to do a fast after the end of january, 
1991, either on the steps of the capitol 
in washington de or where you are 
living. the fasters will likely die if they 
have to fast through february, and it 
may take months of constant pressure 
to bring about repeal of P.L. 930531 

4. Contact us regarding send
ing a speaker from your organization 
to the steps of the capitol. 

For further information: 
American Indian Support Committee 

3912 Longfellow Street 
Hyattsville, Maryland 20781 

(301) 779-3063 

., I 
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UN calls for end to colonialism 
On November 22, 1988, the United 

Nations General Assembly passed a 
resolution declaring the 1990s to be 
the "International Decade for the 
Eradication of Colonialism." The 
resolution (passed with only the U.S. 
voting against it) calls for the adop
tion of "an action plan aimed at 
ushering in the 21st century, a world 
free from colonialism" 

In September, 1989, the heads of 
state of the Non-Aligned Movement 
agreed to participate in UN activities 
and to create work plans and a work
ing group. The Organization of Ameri
can States has followed suit. 

Information may be obtained by 
calling UN public information: (212) 
963-1234. They can provide reports 
from the Special Committee on De
colonization, as well as comments 
by member states (England considers 
the idea "irrelevant" and sees "no need 
for such a decade.") 

''The whites turn everything into a 
commercial. If you have a pain, they 
sell you a pill. If you want to see a 
dance, they sell you a dance. They 
want the Indians to participate in this 
thing for our art and culture. In other 
words, just to entertain them. I wish 
they would all go home and leave us 
with our good corn." 

- Jenaro Dominguez, 
National Committee, of Indian, Mexico 

The Reds are Red 
The Madrid newspaper ABC 

launched one of the early counter
attacks in defence of Columbus' 
heirs in October, 1986. The paper 
editorialized that a "campaign, 
clearly of Soviet instigation, in
tends to boycott the celebration of 
the Quincentennial of the Discov
ery of America." The Soviets are 
"the promoters of all this because 
indigenism is one more of the 
various forms of destabilization 
being used in Latin America." 

As evidence of this secret 
campaign, they point to the many 
articles critical of the conquest 
campaign, they point to the many 
articles critical of the conquest 
that had begun appearing in the 
Spanish press. How else to explain 
Indian ingratitude for being "dis
covered"? 

Native Americans, 
civic groups, protest 
"Christopher Columbus Boulevard" 
renaming in Philadelphia 

"It is taking away from Native 
Americans just as the Anglos have 
done since the day they set foot on 
our shores," declared Irma Epps, a 
Philadelphia resident and Cherokee 
Indian. Epps, along with Indians from 
tribes across the country as well as 
four local civic association, marched 
to protest the renaming of Delaware 
Avenue. 

"Gold is the most precious of all 
commodities; gold constitutes treas
ure, and he who possesses it has all he 
needs in this world, as also the means 
of rescuing souls from purgatory("" q 
restoring them to the enjoyment 
paradise." 

- Christopher Columbus 

Newsletter of the lnteJttation~ 
Columbian Quincentenary l!.J 
available .1l... 

~ '.·· ~ 
The lnterna-tiPTie Colu,mbi~Jil 'u 

centenary Alliance ub}ishes !Pf 

enthusiastically pro-Colu-mtn.is news
letter. Stated mission of the ICQA: to 
"contribute to the public awareness of 
the life and times of Christopher 
Columbus and the 500th anniversary 
of his Atlantic crossings." The organi
zation is also "on the leading edge of 
Columbian Quincentenary Philatelic 
products." If you want more informa
tion, write them at: Box 1492/Colum
bus, N.J. 08022. No kidding. 

Columbus fans 
gathered 80,000 signatures in Ari

zona demanding that Columbus Day 
be reinstated as a state holiday and 
that Martin Luther King, Jr. Day be 
eliminated. The legislature had 
established MLK day and dropped 
Columbus. 

The Incredible Librarian 
Box 25544 Library Lane 

Tempe, AZ. 84285 

!{fl~-
~ Alliance for Cultural Democracy 
==~j . . 

ACD is a national network of cultural workers - artists, teach-
ers, organizers- who work for grassroots empowerment, and 

::: JJ democratic participation thro~gh cultural activity. We ~re commit-
_,- I ted to celebrating and defending free cultural expression for our 
:=:=:= many diverse communities. The Alliance holds an annual confer

ence, publishes a magazine, Cultural Democracy and a series of 
regional bulletins. ACD regions sponsor additional activities. ACD is 
a volunteer, member-funded organization. 

Quincentennial Campaign. ACD committed itself in 1988 
:::::-t ·to provide a clearinghouse for information on the 500th anniver

sary of the European invasion of the Americas. huracan is a 
product of that commitment. We encourage people to initiate a 
wide variety of activities highlighting issues of colonialism, alliance
building, racism, cultural diversity, and re-examining history. We 

~ are eager to hear from and co-operate with any individuals or 
~ groups who share our concerns. 
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A cheap holiday 
in other people's misery 

The United States honors only two 
men(!) with federal holidays bearing 
their name. In January, we celebrate 
the birth of Martin Luther King, who 
helped to launch the just and coura
geous struggle of African-Americans 
for equal rights in this country. On 
October 12 we are asked to commemo
rate the coming of Columbus, who 
opened the Atlantic slave trade, and 
launched a tidal wave of genocide, 
theft, and oppression. 

- Jack Weatherford 

McJubilee 
• Not all Columbus boosters are 

thrilled with the job being done by the 
Christopher Columbus Quincentary 
Jubilee Commission and its chairman 
John Goudie. 

he commission bogged down in 
" • r of the 

nary 
ain 

jo , 
mat quoted i , , 
the Commissi g Repub-
lican campaign fun raiser, has little 
diplomatic or scholarly background. 

Even hustling corporations has not 
gone as well as had been hoped. So far 
$5.l million have been pledged by 
sponsors - $ 5 million of that repre
senting Texaco's commitment. Other 
corporations are planning their own 
independent ad campaigns or event 
sponsorships. 

The commission claims that 39 
states and 100 cities have established 
local commissions. SER magazine, 
which contacted most of these, found 
a majority with no literature, public
ity, or, in many cases, plans, The most 
active states are those with either a 
direct historical connection to Spanish 
colonization or seaports able to host 
the caravels and tall ships that will be 
touring the coasts: Ohio, which has 
neither, does have a city named after 
the admiral, which will play h-osqto 
AmeriFlora '92, a six month long 
flower show extravaganza being 
presented as the US commission's 
centerpiece event. 

Chicago Tribune, SER 

Espaces 
This is the newsletter of Espace 

Latino-Americain. Published in 
French, Espaces represents a 
"cartel" of Swiss organizations 
working in solidarity with Latin 
America. The first issue (April, 
1990) focuses on the quincenten
nial, especially Indian resistance 
campaigns in Latin America. 
Articles include: "Campagne 500 
ans de resistance indigene et 
populaire," "Le carnaval de '92" 
and "Le S00eme au BresiL" 

Espaces Latino-Americain 
p.a Maison Vaundagne 16 

1217 Meyrin 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Puerto Rico: 
500 years of occupation 

In his inaugural address, US 
president Bush dropped a political 
bombshell on Puerto Rico by calling 
for the colony's absorption into the US 
as a state. Soon after, maneuvers 
began to hold a plebiscite on the 
island's political status before the end 
of 1991. (The anti-colonial pressures 
related to the quincentenniaryear, 
1992, were reportedly a factor in the 
timing.) The legislation developed in 
the U.S. congress calls for Puerto 
Ricans to vote on three options: a 
modified version of today's colonial 
status, statehood, and independence. 
Each option is defined according to US 
interests -"independence," for in
stance, guarantees continues US 
military bases - and the ·final result 
would need to be approved by con
gress. 

Independence forces have called 
for UN priciples of decolonization to 
be applied, including freedom for 
political prisoners and end to repres
sion of the independence movement, 
demilitarization of the country, 
transfe~ of power to an interim gov
rnment and international observers 
. .•.• · oni tor the process. The Bush ·k. 

adrnf: • tration rejects these measures, 
,.'.U)at Puerto Rico's status is an 
• ~ 

ff~r of the US. 

1771: The Minister of Colonies 
explains why mulattos should not 
be freed from their congenital 
"state of humiliation". His Majesty 
has considered that such a favor would 
tend to destroy the difference that 
nature has placed between whites and 
blacks, and t.hat political prejudice has 
been careful to maintain as a distance 
which people of color and their descen
dants will never be able to bridge; 
finally it is in the interest of good order 
not to weaken the state of humiliation 
congenital to the species, in whatever 
degree it may perpetuate itself; a 
prejudice all the more useful for being 
in the very heart of the slaves and 
contributing in a major way to the dlj,f 
peace of the colonies ... " 

from Memory of Fire_ 
Eduardo Galeano (Panttl~!).* 

& 

EncounterS'.. 
review 

is a quarterly magazine ,t}U 
lished by the Spain '92 Founclatoi, 
and the Latin American Institute <t 
the University of New Mexico. Tne'' 
Foundation, a Spanish government"" 

• creation, and the magazine seek tc;> "'I· 
use the quincentennial as a major 
vehicle for promoting the "New 4ll 
Spain~· The Universal Expositiort : 
Seville '"'the Barcelona Olympt(!w 
Games in f992 ire" lhe~~ . -. -., '"-' 
~ i e.s~~.~~{~S,,J~~JO r"-pub'I it rel a-
tIO n s blitz. , " __ , w·----·-----"'=- '"' ~,-·· 

~---- •• $12 peryear '"""" ~ 

From LAI/University of New Mexico 
801 Yale Blvd., N.E. 

Albuquerque, NM 87131 

National Hispanic 
Quincentennial Commission 

views 1992 as a landmark occasion 
to "highlight Hispanic contributions in 
the U.S." over the past 500 years. 

N_HQC 
810 1st St. NE, 3rd Floor 

Washington, DC. 20002-4205 
(202) 289-1661 
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The Asian/Pacific Connection: 

"The Quincentenary will pro
vide a unique opportunity for the 
private sector to band together in 
support of a cause that is noncon
troversial and universally appeal
ing. Every American can appreci
ate what the contributions of these 
early voyages of exploration have 
meant to his or her personal 
history. And every American cor
poration should take advantage of 
this once in a lifetime opportunity 
to give back a little of the financial 
success which this country has 
provided it, in a lasting memorial 
to that first great entrepreneur, 
Christopher Columbus." 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Invasion, Immigration, lnte·rnment 

- John Goudie, Chairman 
Quincentenary Jubilee Commission 

"If the information I have is cor
rect, it appears that we could sell four 
thousand slaves, who might be worth 
twenty millions and more." ~ 

- .Christopher Columbus, lll~t 

Amazon Indian l 
dor, Brazi •• 
conferen 
Greenpea 
and othe 

:::"::'~~' 

I by Marge Tanawaki 
I In 1989, people in Colorado began 

to organize around the upcoming 
500th anniversary of Columbus' 
arrival in this hemisphere. After 
outreach and several meetings, an 
organization was created to respond 
to the "Columbus Quincentennial" 
celebrations now being planned by 
various governments. 

The purpose of the 500 Years of 
Resistance Coalition ("500YRC") is the 
formation of a broadbased coalition 
dedicated to rectifying the cultural, 
socio-political, economic, and spiritual 
wrongs done to the Indigenous People 
of the Americas. 

The 500YRC has among its goals: 
(1) Rejecting the false mythology 

of a European "Discovery of America"; 

(2) Presenting an historical and 
accurate account of the activities of 
Columbus, his followers, and his 
hJstorical heirs; 

3) Repudiating and refuting the 
ti fashionable notion of 

1 ~ ich seeks to paint all 
,_µt:t'n Americans with the same broad 

1-;~p.g and contradicting the 
. e'Vti$tr,najority of Latinos 

.,.,P,. p~,fhdlgenpus to this hemi
r<t-.,e re,,,., 
~·· ' t. 

(4) Endorsing;rand encouraging 
further endorsenient, of the UN's 
Declara tio,11t't,J l~digenous Rights 
which j, 4b,thg promoted as a part of 
the United Nation's recognition of 

94 as "The Year of Indigenous 
)e"~ 

called for a boyco 
festivities throug 
America. In additi 
asked ecologists t 
organize boycotts 
involved in the de 
Amazon, as wel 
AmetJSi ~·. 

:J'te£:oncili1J.g,.£,he 8tffererrtes and 
, . n ;irnong-tpe Native People of 

1 Ut.,e Atnei:-teas re'sultfng ro~ European 
, f i,~ ,~ft:l),e;t>.~n disto~tions. ':f"!9fs 

I}.. ·._._ 

Indfa,J • 
Am 

fspner~tm.· dtgenous htst?n al 
~i tof esses and also 

blish mutuallYfesp~◊t~ 
s\With all Peoples, Nc\tioQ , 

"e~ts who share our t 

ju\tice and dignity.; • • 
'ii,,, It ,is the upf;Qming "Columb.ui • 

rns~e~ery Quidl±~ntenni~l" thaJJause~ 
utfo focus on/\1:ie Americas wljile, 

aking all relevant connections With 
e Original ~9ple of Afr~~ Aotea~oa 
ew Zeala9'.~). Aus~ra!Jat1nf:3ne~ia, 

onesiaftlie Pacif1 ~d,, e~. , 
he S)}OYRC se.e,{< J .•• • · a~g_iyBy. 
@tatives,,,<{(Aifl co: C <fam:t 

-~-? i~~i~d'Oal~, ,~;c1!1li ofF 
• e,Nations )Vho:ie, very peopl!:! were 

"discovered:,, andiroporttkf to t11is i 

Hemisphere asJiuman'b~as(s·of "' 
( b~p;len ind ~fsposa,ble ?1~,chine_s of in~ 

i}r,Artnu ttS:t.l§tt-y: Africans ~nd As1ans;1 • 
~e!E'.} Wpowwa~U,Reagan1s, fir~ t,mlss,, M I . i'As~ans_and Pacific Islam:J,er.$, in tt1ts 
c\h,.~tt,d}j~,f.;]farme'r'Ptlertp,~ic<:,.n" I J!rga.w1ll),µ~~pt tofocus on,some of 
(?jviri'io d foJlgmne.J3us-h.backer" I· the<follo4wj~gu~u~s; • • • 

:tuiSc Fef . f)'Stt'Shpp,pn fon.Bush """• l .. H) The 50th anni_yersary of U1e 
~. ~as ecboea" irithe"Presiderlf:SJelfdoy"se-""1 ''internment,O'f Jap'anese-All)erjcans 
. / @~~~fit of,,P\fr~to. Ricatt,stat,eg;£,p£!:A2o~-t l during World.War ll'. .• " . 
a: .. ,Yvd~rd!l,:}nves~t,I~e?:r!,:. ~u:n:t_ f {2}Natfv1t·Hawa11a9 .~overe1gnty ., , 

abass1, wno gave mot Utan $70,000 I and land rights; 
to Republican candidates and party 1

1 1 
k . f Ph'l' · 

. (3) Sexua mar etmg o 1 1ppma committees in the last three election 
1 

cycles; Greek-American investment I 
banker and Republican socialite I 
Alexander Papmarkou; and Michael 1 
Valerio, chairman of the Papa Gino's I 
.restaurant chain. Emil Mosbacher, I 
brother of Bush booster Robert 1 
Mosbacher (now Secretary of Com- I 
merce), heads one of the commission's I 
high profile projects. I 

"Holy Columbus," Common Cause, 
Nov.jDec. 1989 
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and other Asian women; 
(4) The backlash of anti-Asian 

sentiment and violence in the United 
States; and 

(5) The Pacific campaign to disarm 
the seas. 

In 1942, the 10th largest town in 
Colorado was Amache, located in the 
Arkansas Valley 17 miles east of Lamar 
near Granada. Its existence came about 
due to racism and war-time hysteria 
which forced the incarceration of 

110,000 Americans of Japanese 
ancestry into ten "relocation centers" 
situated in some of the most desolate 
areas of this country. 

A century of racism and fear of the 
"yellow peril" culminated in the 
issuance of Executive Order 9066, 
presidential order which allowed for 
the internment of 93% of all Japanese 
in America. Two-thirds of these were 
American citizens. Amache was far 
from complete when the first evacuees 
arrived in August of 1942. Sanitary 
facilities were still under construction, 
drinking water had to be hauled from 
the town of Granada, and there w·as no 
electricity. Candlelight provided 
illumination for the first contingent 
comprised of individuals chosen for 
their abilities to help complete con
struction of the camp. Evacuees were 
allowed to take to camp only what 
they could carry. In the case of a 
mother, this was often her child. 

Although the government made 
provisions for storing articles, all too 
often the internees returned to find 
their possessions vandalized, stolen, 
or simply unaccoun·ted for. Incalcu
lable economic loss was sustained as 
individuals had to settle their affairs 
in a matter of days before their forced 
removal. 

The highest wage paid in the camp 
was $19.00 a month, and this to 
professionals such as doctors who 
staffed the camp's hospitals. Family 
unity was severely strained as camp 
life forced a type of existence alien to 
its occµpant~. One mess hall served 
over l.,OOO>people, bathing and wash
tng w,-as done in communal areas, and 
there was-an almost total lack of 
,P.rivac-y in the tq,r paper barracks 
whit:h bOUJ@d'~bple in apartments 
SJCtioneq o{f by the: flimsiest of 

"'partitions. tfhedarges:t of these com
part.m~ts w-as 24x20' ffet, which 
serve« as living gU<l,rtets for six °"'' - . • \., .... 

eoplE? or mori 

Iniernees f'ved tpelids from tin 
cans to nail over .huge !<no tholes in the 

~~~ .• ? -i . - X 

floor ,to keep insects from crawling in. 
!xtrert'ies in J°eatherrcaused more )' ~ • . S' 

disc;erhfortas,4>ltter"c.bld winters 
tu,rned into lSJil'te_rtpg summers. In an 
efJort to.,.escap;"~be heat, children 
would,sH4'n,tut,s of tepid water drawn 

I" •. ✓ 
from thetone outside water outlet r ,,,,«-:·,_ . .;;r·•' 
locat~tl at each barrack. 

Daily sandstorms made house-
~leaning an unending chore and rain 
showers turned the firebreaks between 
barracks into seas of mud. In the 
midst of all this, the internees contrib
Ut(!d to the war effort in whatever way 
they could by raisingcrops, buying 
wa.r bonds, a-nd collecting usable 
materiql~. ' 

The record ~ompiled by the 442nd 
Regiment.al Combat Team, comprised 
of Americans of Japanese ancestry, is 
unequaled by any unit of comparable 
size in the history of the United States 
Armed Forces. The 442nd was the 
most highly decorated unit in the war 
and also sustained the most casual
ties. In great part it was due to this 
effort of blood that public opinion 
changed toward the internees and 
allowed for their gradual removal to 
life outside the concentration camps. 

The hysteria which caused many 
to feel that Japanese Americans would 
form a fifth column was totally 
unfounded. Not a single case of 
sabotage or subversion was ever 

proved. 

A recent visit to Amache reveals 
little left of the camp which at one 
time quartered 8,000 people. Trees 
planted more than 40 years ago 
continue to struggle for existence and 
provide a bit of beauty amidst the 
long abandoned site. Cement founda
tions of the tar-papered barracks, a 
cemetery which contains 11 graves, 
and a small brick structure that 
houses a granite memorial erected by 
the internees are all that remain. One 
headstone reads, "To die is gain." 

Vandalism and neglect of the 
cemetery is apparent and perhaps 
could be altered should the area be 
declared a state historical site. If we 
feel that events such as occurred in 
1942 could not take place today, we 
should remember that, until the 
summer of 19 72, Title II of the McCar
ran Act of 1950 remained on the 
books. Amache is a part of Colorado 
and United States history which needs 
to be remembered so that it can never 
recur. It is a vigil we must all keep for 
that part of us buried beneath the 
sand in the still barbed wire enclosed 
cemetery of Amache. 

In the early l 980's, a presidential 
commission was formed to hold 
hearings to investigate the wartime 
relocation and evacuation of Japanese
Americans. 

Out of these extensive hearings 
came the recommendation for a 
formal apology from the United States 
government as well as token monetary 
compensation. Included in these 
hearings was the Ii ttle known removal 
of Aleuts from their homes on the 
Pribiloff Islands. Nearly a quarter of 
these evacuees perished due to con
finement in abandoned fish canneries 
that afforded little shelter and unsani
tary living conditions. Continuing the 
travesty, only Aleut males were 
repatriated one year before the women 
and children in order to utilize their 
labor in the annual seal kill, providing 
a profit to the United States. 

The Canadian government also 
incarcerated its Japanese population. 
In a deal made with Central and South 
American governments, citizens of 
Japanese ancestry in those countries 
were brought to the United States as 
additional bodies for a proposed 
prisoner exchange for "real Ameri
cans". 

In a bit of irony, these people 
became stateless after the war ended 
due to the fact that they were brought 
here without papers. It took an act of 
Congress to change their status. Even 
though token compensation to Japa
nese Americans may be forthcoming, 
this does not absolve the United States 
government of its responsibilities to 
any and all other oppressed groups 
which have an equal claim to compen
sation for centuries of abuse, degrada
tion, and forced labor. 

As we approach 1992, all of this 
history demands .an accurate account
ing. The 500YRC hopes to create for 
public radio four half-hour programs 
around a war crimes tribunal which 
will put on trial Columbus and other 
invaders who brought to an already 
inhabited hemisphere their disease, 
piracy, arrogance, and murderous 
practices. 

We invite anyone interested to 
contact: 500YRC, P.O. Box 8901, 
Denver, Colorado 80201 
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U.S. government honors Columbus 
(Continued from page one) 
three ships, and the late Malcom 
Forbes spent half a million for a tour 
of Spain. The government pays the 
"few hundred thousand" in office 
expenses. 

Similar celebrations will take place 
in Japan, Israel, Italy, Spain, the Baha
mas, and every Latin American nation 
but Paraguay. 

The National Endowments for the 
Arts and Humanities are planning $ IO 
million in exhibits and research, ac
cording to "Common Cause" magazine. 
And other groups, like the U.S. Catho
lic bishops and the University of Min
nesota's James Ford Bell Library, are 
planning freelance celebrations. 

The common theme in all of these 
plans is a vicious, willful naivete 
about the legacy of Columbus' "discov: 
ery." Their advance publicity drips 
with comments like that of John 
Goudie, Commission chair: "He (Co
lumbus) was the world's foremost 
optimist ... That, in a way, is what the 
American Dream is all about." 

Goudie, a Miami real estate devel
oper, ought to know. He's in charge of 
selling a hot product - to multina
tionals like Coca-Cola, which is plan
ning a 1992 ad campaign celebrating 
the "contributions" of Hispanic Ameri
cans. "Over the years, the Old World 
and the New World have become 
inextricably entwined," wrote Jack 
Thale in Five Hundred, the Commis
sion's magazine. 

'The New World was able to draw 
culture and experience from the Old, 
(which) has been reinvigorated from 
the bold developments of the New ... " 

Our government's financial sup
port for this kind of progaganda is 
particularly egregious in light of 

taken as a whole, do not have serious 
literary, artistic, political or scientific 
value." 

So far as I know, no one in Con
gress has yet found Five Hundred as 
offensive as "Man in a Polyester Suit," 
or pointed out the contradiction of not 
funding depic.tions of sex acts while 
funding depictions of mass murder; or 
even bothered to ask their constitu
ents about it. That says as much about 
the composition of Congress as it does 
about the lunacy of Helms & Co. 

The most chilling thing about the 
official celebrations, finally, is that 
they are being conceived and organ
ized by Columbus geeks. These people 
know how long, to the foot, the Nina, 
Pinta, and Santa Maria were, what the 
crew wore, what they ate. They know 
in detail the trails and tribulations Co
lumbus went through in European 
capitals to get some gold-hungry 
monarch to fund his crazy idea. 

These Columbus scholars must 
know about the slave trade, and how 

the sailors hunted Taino people for 
sport, and they must have read Bar
tolome de las Casas, right? But all that 
is OK. More importantly, it sells - it 
makes people feel better about the 
things our money is doing now. 

The best thing the government is 
doing to commemorate the Anniver
sary of 1492 is naming a U.S. Navy 
vessel after Columbus. The Navy has 
always been pretty up front about the 
way they do business. The Columbus, 
to be launched in mid-1990, is a Los 
Angeles Class Attack Submarine. 

w 
w 
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a.. recent restrictions on federal arts 

funding. Recipients of NEA grants now 
must sign a statement acknowledging 
that "None of the funds ... may be 
used to ... produce materials which in 
the judgement of the NEA ... may be 
considered obscene, including but not 
limited to, depictions of sadomaso
chism, monoeroticism, the sexual 
exploitation of children, or individuals 
engaged in sex acts and which, when 

Azteca·Dancers lead "Chasky" procession/performance piece through the heart of San Francisco's Mission 
District. The "Chasky" (an Inca word meaning messenger) was held October 13th and billed as "500 years of self
discovery", countering the notion of Columbus' "discovery" of the new world, and celebrating the strength of cultural 
resistance and survival in all the nations and amongst all the peoples of the continent. The event itself consisted of a 
procession and march, replete with banners, giant puppets, dancers, music and candles involving over 1000 people 
and over 30 community cultural organizations. Along its almost 20 block route, various organizations and cultural 
groups prepared installations and held performance/ dance/ theater/ music events as the procession passed by. 
Groups spanned a wide range of the city's multiculture, including gay and lesbian groups on the Inquisition, the 
Alliance for Cultural Democracy "1492"; St. Theresa's Housing Coalition 1992; Central American organizations, 
"The Struggle"; Guatemalan groups, "The Resistance"; Native American groups, "Big Mountain"; etc. 
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_ I want to receive one year (4 issues) of huracan for $15 

_ I want to become a member of the Alliance for Cultural Democracy 

(subscription to huracan included) for $25 

_ I do not want to join ACD at this time, but please send me more information about the Alliance 
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_ $15 for subscription. _ $25 ACD membership. $ __ to support the quincentennial campaign. 

name-------------------------------
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I 

L------------------------------------------------------J 

huracan - fall/winter 1990 Page 7 

... 



Editorial 
by Ricardo Levins Morales 

THE COLUMBUS ADMINISTRATION 
As the quincentennial of the 

invasion of America draws nearer, the 
contrasting views of its meaning are 
becoming more starkly clear. On the 
one side is the U.S. government with 
its Christopher Columbus Jubilee 
Commission, the governments of 
Spain, Italy and many Latin American 
countries and major multinational and 
academic corporations. Thes~ people 
see themselves as the natural heirs of 
Columbus, "that first great enti;epre* 
neur." For them, it's an occasion to 
revel in the legacy of progress, enter* 
prise and enlight~ment that Colum
bus brought to ,these. shores. A writer 
for the Commission's slick magazine, 
"500 Years", muses dreamily about an 
imaginary fax message from Colum
bus to his spiritual descendants, "spin
ning through the carriage of the fax 
machines of Le-El lacocca, Donald 
Trump, and chairmen/women of the 
boards of McDonalds, Levi-Strauss, 
Chrysler, Ford Motor Company and 
Lockheed International." His heart 
swells with pride as "McDonalds of the 
approaching 21st century sets sail 
with merchwt research teams, infor
mation age anthropologists intent on 
unveiling the secrets of foreign 
markets." 

On the other side are the scores of 
organizations that form part of the 
loosely organized #Quinc.entennial 
Campaign." The legacy that we cele
brate is not that of the conquerors but 
of the resisters; the Inca TupacAmaru, 
Cuarionex of the Tai no, African 
rebellion organizers like Ganga Zumba 
and Harriet Tubman. We stand by their 
modern heirs such as Leonard Peltier, 
Fannie Lou Hamer and Filib'erto Ojeda 
Rios. We believe, like the government 
Columbus boosters, that the Colum~ 
bus legacy still very much defines our 
social system and culture. Unlike them 
we think that 500 years is enough! 

UNITED IN DIVERSITY 
The battle taking shape over the 

quincentennial is really another 
expression of the struggle that started 
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when Columbus landed and seized his 
first slaves. The government and 1ts
backers hope to turn this eventtnto a 
self-congratulatory party of Amerkan 
corporate know•how and virtue. They 
plan to make up with sheer volume for 
the fact that the truth is not very sym
pathetic to the Columbus myth. 

Tfie opposition today, as in past 
centuries, is made up of diverse 
groups with a variety of interests. A 
dedicated core of Native American 
leac:tership from across the continent 
is working to put today's Indian 
struggle at center stage in the national , 
agenda. A fitting commemoration they 
point out would be to respect TreatY 
obligations, guarantee religioµs 
freedom, return land and resoutfe 
rights. hon◊r tfre environment and 
free political prisoners. Independence ' 
leaders ln Puerto Rico and other , 
colonies join tha United Natiops,in > ' 
calling for an end to the era of coloni~ 
alism. Artists, chut:,ch activists and 
teachers have organized their own 
responses. Some wish to atone for 
what they see as the sins of their 
forebears, others. identify themselves 
with the oppressed. Asian, JeWish & 
African-Ameri.can organizers each 
speak forcefully to the effects of the 
conquest on their peoples. 

We at Huracan will try to provide a 
link among these communities. One 
that will allow us to build unity fol' 
common action while respecting and 
supporting our separate agendas. ibis 
is the kind of coalition th.at our best 
leaders have sought to build in the 
past and that the Columbus Admini~ 
stration and its heirs nave always 
worked to divi<l€. 

THE OTHER HOLOCAUST 
As the volume of hype and protest 

around the quincentennial increases; 
the silence ifl regar-d to Africa becomes 
so loud as to deafen. The hurricane of 
conquest and plunder that devastated 
Amert ca also struck A(rita wi tl_:l 
tr~mendous force. The slav1? trade 
robbed Africa of generations of its 
young, its most productive workers, 
its freedom. ' 

The slave economy butlt in the 
Americas was the most massive the 

world had ever seen. Millions of 
people were swallowed by the mines 
and plantatiomCThe wealth they 
,produced built: the banks of London 
and Amsterdam and the mills of 
Liverpool and New York. The legacy pf 
that system - which encled bar~)y six .. 
generations ago - lives on in today's 
institutionalized racism. The corpo
rate culture which is preparing to 
honor Columbus is based on Wall 
Street in New•York City. That street 
takes its name from the wall built 
around Manhattan's large open air 
slave market to keep the "merchan
dise" from escaping., . 

When organizing in response to 
the"'racism bf the official hoopla we 
should not allow this silence to ., • . \... ~. , 

contirnie. Remember that<Africa's 

treaties, honored, resources protected. 
This needs to be stated forcefully by 
non-Indian people as well as Indians, 
African-Americans must not be scape
goated for every problem they're 
victimized by, from drugs to urban 
decay to unemployment and high 

'l>infant mortality. This should be heard 
from outside of the Bl,ack community. 
Let's hear North American voices 
cal11ng for an end to the colonial 
occupation of Puerto Rico, Guam, 
Micronesia, ptc. The coalitions pos
sible today ma,Y be broader than those 
possible in past centuries as we 
envision an inclusive world order 
which honors diversity. 

THE TOTAL GAMPAtGN 
The quiricentennial <;ampaign that 

chit!;lren, alone or ofteh in allfance is taking shape is as dtverse, multi-
With lad1a:ns and poor Eur9~AW~cicans, media and multifaceted as they come. 
have,continually providecttlie(,sparR of Teachers are creating n~w curricula, 
rebelli,on in the hemi~phere,'from the films, T.V. shows, plays, film festivals, 
first sl~ve ~prising on ,Hispan.6~ tcf art and photo shows, publl~ations, 
theCivt{ Rights m,0vE!ment,-/.'' . c;onferences, guerrilla theater, con-

It should also be pointed oui that ,., certs, pickets, festivals, petitions and 
the vast majority bf European }\meri-~ ""'/<'6ther creative tactics are being 
cans are not the des'cendants o( ··- planned or explored. There ls no 
conquistadores and slavers. Rather corner of the U.S. where the Columbus 
they are the heirs of laborers and hoopla should go unchallenged. Even 
farmers, servants. miners and refu- one isolated letter to the editor or call 
gees. Millions of Europeans and Asians to a radio talk show can help to crack 
were wrenched from the land to fee(;! the fFqgile smugness of the official 
the hunger of the mines, mills and propaganda. 
fields built on stolen land. 

TEACHABLE MOMENT 
The quim::entennial presents us 

with what the Rev. Emory Searcy Jr. of 
Clergy and L~i~y Concerned calls a 
"reachable moment." It's a.moment 
alive with symbolism which can be 
seized upon to illuminate the real 
meanings of yesterday's struggles and 
today's headlines. 

The reason to seize the mon,ent is 
not to relive the past 'but to redesign· 
the future. 

The Columbus administration has 
had ft$' chance.Let's try ,something , 

;#lse for the next 500 years. Let_ us Jook 
at how we might embark on a post
Columbian era based on principles of 
respect and equality among peoples. 
The lands and cultural integrity of 
Indian people must be respected, 

There's a role for everyone who 
wants one, from organizing a local 
group to protest the caravels (ships) 
when they tand, to speaking up in 
y-0ur fifth grade clas$;, from distribut
ing this and other quincentennial 
literature to showing a movie in your 
living room, The organizations listed 
in th1s paper are good resources to get 
started with. Whatever you do, let us 
know about.it, we'll be rooting for you. 

qualc fci 
"Christopher Columbus not 

only opened the door to a New 
World, but also set an example for 
us all by showing what monumen
tal feats can be accomplished 
through perseverance and faith." 

- George Bush 

a 1ua ~agnif t,cnna la Crispulo, a Cuna Indian from 
Panama, spoke of "syphilisation" 
rather than civilization, and de
nied that anything positive could 
result from that "nefarious date 
which no indigenous organization 
is in support of celebrating." ACD Contacts 

The following regional contact 
people are current or recent members 
of the Alliance for Cultural Democracy 
board of directors. They may provide 
information regarding ACD and 
huracan Other organizations men-

tioned in this issue may be reached 
directly at the addresses provided. 
Those needing to reach huracan by 
telephone may call Ricardo Levins 
Morales at (612)721-5491. 

Natasha Bonilla Carol Petrucci 
4816 McMahon Blvd NW#l-72 1218 1/2 South Spring 

Tripp Mikich 
Albuquerque NM 87114 Springfield IL 62704 1326 Shotwell St. 

John Crawford 
San Francisco CA 9411 o 

Ron Sakolsky 
PO Box 27334 RR 1 Fools Paradise 

Bill Stroud 
Albuquerque NM 87125 Paw nee IL 62558 1020 Bush Street Apt #2 

• Genie Barringer Denise Mayotte 
San Francisco CA 94109 

Bill Fleming Sal Salerno Mat Schwarzman 
521 Harold Ave. 3204 10th Ave. South 611 Guerrero #19 
Atlanta GA 30307 Minneapolis MN 55407 San Francisco CA 9411 O 

Judy Branfman Lisa Maya Knauer Joe Lambert 
327 Summer St. Studio 3 88 Second Ave#6 Fort Mason Building B 
Boston MA 0221 O New York NY 10003 San Francisco CA 94123 

Bob Lomadafkie Susan Perlstein Betty Kano 
59 Leisure Lane 118 8th Ave. 1340 Peralta Ave 
Flagstaff AZ 86004 New YorkNY 11215 Berkeley CA 94702 

El Alcazar, Madrid, 10/86 

Readers in the Twin Cities of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis are invited to 
volunteer to help with the production 
of huracan. All readers are encour
aged to send us clippings, write de
scriptions of your activities or plans, 
graphics, or photos. We will also print 
requests for information that others in 
the network may help you to find. 

huracan is available for confer
ence distribution or as an insert in 
your group newsletter. 

huracan is published in a spirit of 
cooperation with all organizations 
involved in the quincentennial cam
paign. We rely on other groups and 
activists to keep us informed and help 
to distribute the paper. We also hope 
you will let us know how we may be of 
most use to quincentennial organiz
ers. 

huracan - fall/winter 1990 



Arctic to Amazonia Alliance 
Provides a range of communi

cations and coalition building 
services to increase awareness of 
Native American concerns. Proj
ects include: 

Resource Sharing Database and 
Media Activist Database to list 
projects on indigenous issues as 
well as supportive media workers, 
activists; and tribal centers who 
wish to receive action alerts and 
announcements. 

Indigenous America Media 
Project (see separate listing) 

Arctic to Amazonia Congress. 
The next one will be Fall, 1991, 
and. will promote the emergence of 
global leadership from Native 
communities as well as environ
mental and development projects 
based on tribal perspectives. 

Teacher Training Program. 
Working with teachers and stu
dents to promote Native perspec
tives, the unrepresented side of 
history, current events, etc. 

Arctic to Amazonia Alliance 
P.O. Box 73 

Strafford, VT 05072 
(802) 765-4337 

Indigenous American 
Media Project 

A joint collaboration between 
Turning Tide Productions, Eclipse 
Communications, and Arctic to 
Amazonia Alliance for the Earth, 
proposes to produce a three-part 
series of hour-long documentary 
programs for broadcast television. 

The programs will examine 
perspectives on the Columbus 
legacy by contemporary indige
nous peor,le<; from across North, 
South, and Central America. 

The project's first production 
work was initiated this summer 
with documentation of the Conti
nental Meeting of Indigenous 
Peoples in Quito, Ecuador and the 
Blackfoot Nation's resistance to a 
massive dam proposed for the Old 
Man River in Southern Alberta. 
They are engaged in active fun
draising to underwrite the project. 

Indigenous America Media Project 
P.O. Box 864 

Wendell, MA 01379 
(508) 544-8313 

Take it back 
When Indian leaders gathered 

in Madrid in October of 1986, they 
called for the revocation of the 
Papal Bull of Pope Alexander VI, 
which divided their lands between 
the kingdoms of Spain and Portu
gal. 

Ya, Madrid, 10/12/86 

--gi 
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1492 
by Deborah Small 
with Maggie Jaffee 

This is a beautiful, powerful and 
eye-opening book. Small uses poetry, 
chronologies, quotations and illustra
tions to relentlessly unmask the racial, 
economic, and sexual politics of 
conquest. The meanings and use of 
words are dissected and exposed 
through effective use of lists and 
definitions: "language is the perfect 
instrument of Empire." (from the 
Gramatica, 1492, Antonio de Nebrija.) 

The illustrations, in stark black 
and white, are drawn from 16th 
century engravings and woodcuts by 
Theodore Bry and others, Hollywood 
films, and other images often com
bined in creative collage. The work 
also exists as a wall installation. The 
book is available for $15 (incl. ship
ping) from: 

Deborah Small 
Warren College Writing Program 

U of California, San Diego 
LaJolla, CA 92093-0422 

NACLA 
NACI.A, the National Congress on 

Latin America, will focus the six issues 
or its 1nfluent1ai magazine 1or 1991 on 
themes reflecting the past 500 years in 
the Americas. The issues will reflect a 
variety of concerns related to indige
nous opposition and resistance. 

NACLA 
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 454 

New York, NY 10115 
(212)870-3146 

In the Bay of Pigs 
Columbus in the Bay of Pigs is a 

rich 56 page historical poem inter
weaving original source material from 
Columbus' journeys and administra
tion with accounts of Taino society 
and the U.S. sponsored invasion of 
Cuba. "Imagine the sound of the beach 
called Giron, fine and white, the big 
bend that turns the corner of the Bay 
of Pigs, Cuba. Touch it. Take some in 
your fingertips. Let it fall. You are 
touching the blood of empire." 

Homeward Press 
PO Box 2307 

Berkeley, CA 94702 

'The judgement of history will 
depend on who writes it." 

- Richard Nixon 

huracarrACD 

P.O. Box 7591 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Five Hundred 
is the slick quarterly magazine 

of the US Quincentenary Jubilee 
Commission. The magazine un
abashedly promotes Columbus as 
a "national hero" and corporate 
culture as his reincarnation. (Who 
could disagree?) This mag is a 
great tool to get people jazzed up 
to fight the lies. $22. 

Five Hundred 
P.O. Box 141249 

Miami, Fl 33114-9823 

Voices of Hope 
Our union must not be merely one 

with African-Americans, Indigenous 
peoples, trade unions, people's move
ments and community activists of the 
Americas. We know that the whole 
world was affected and reordered by 
the European invasion of our hemi
sphere. All Indigenous peoples, 
peasants, and African-Americans were 
de-valued and placed in terms of their 
service to Europeans. Their land and 
resources, too, were placed at Euro
pean disposal, for their luxury, com
fort, and enrichment. We must also 
come together with peoples of Africa 
and Asia who struggle for justice and 
peace. 

We c~rrH' to Rio de Janeiro, we 
heard, we reflected and we are com
mitted to the following affirmations 
and resolutions as participants in the 
historic First Inter-Continental En
counter of African-Americans and 
Indigenous Peoples. 

lndigenismo 
Is published by the Spanish 

Seminary of Indigenist Studies in 
Madrid. Issue #8, which has 
reached our hands (March, 1989) 
is 54 pages packed with reports on 
issues, events, and conferences, 
both academic and activist, that 
affect Indian people. It includes 
extensive gleanings from the 
Spanish press on Indian issues as 
well as articles on the Quincenten
nial and Leonard Peltier. In Span
ish. 

lndigenismo 
Facultad de Geografia e Historia 

Universidad Complutense 
28040 Madrid, Espana 

"I will be back and I will be mil
lions." 

- Tupac Amaru 

AUiance for Cultural Democracy 
Peacenet Resources 

The Alliance for Cultural Democ
racy has a new name for its interactive 
computer bulletin board, 
'arts.activism', and the change signals 
increased access and resources avail
able to you. 'arts.activism' is part of 
the International Global Communica
tions (IGC) system, and is accessible to 
millions of activists around the world. 
In the United States, 'arts.activism' can 
be reached through Peacenet. 

'arts.activism' has information on 
Alliance for Cultural Democracy 
activities, advocacy and organizing 
efforts, board meetings and board 
members, and beginning in November, 
1990, a new service for ACD members: 
ARTS ACTIVISM CALENDAR, a topic 
within the 'arts.activism' bulletin 
board. The calendar will list perform
ances, exhibits, videos, films, speak
ing engagements, etc., featuring and/ 
or organized by ACD members and 
fellow travellers. There will also be a 
special topic on Quincentennial 
information and activities. 

If you want more information on 
IGC and Peacenet, contact them at 
(415)923-0900, or the facilitator of 
'arts.activism', Mat Schwarzman, at 
(415)626-0884. If you're already on 
Peacenet and want to "talk" more, 
contact Mat on e-mail at 'msch
wa.rzman.' 

Additional Resources 
American Indian Community 

House, 404 Lafayette Street, New York, 
NY 10003; (212)598-0100. 

American Indian Law Alliance, 488 
Seventh Ave., Suite 5K,· New York, NY 
10018, (212)268-1347. 

Clergy and Laity Concerned, P.O. 
Box 1987, Decatur, GA. 30031; 
(404)377-1983. Ask for an organizers' 
packet ($5, postpaid) and information 
about activists doing work in your 
area. 

1992 Re.View, P.O. Box 801, New 
York, NY 10009. A bilingual Spanish/ 
English clearinghouse publication 
listing events and organizations from 
all over the country and world. 

Learning Alliance, 494 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10012; (212)226-7171. 
Ask for a catalogue of upcoming 
events, which feature m~ny connec
tions between Native Americans, . 
environmental issues, and the Quin
centenary. 

Rethinking Schools, 1001 Keefe 
Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53212; 
(414 )964-9646, A progressive eduction 
journal, which recently featured an 
article on how to teach the Columbus 
"discovery." 

Non-Profit Org 
US Postage 

PAID 
Minneapolis MN 

Permit# 4887 

I 


	Huracan1-1
	Huracan1-2
	Huracan1-3
	Huracan1-4
	Huracan1-5
	Huracan1-7
	Huracan1-6
	Huracan1-8

