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Columbus lied: 500 Years After ... Trinidad 
by Karen Starr 

It all started here. Columbus first 
came to the Caribbean shores, with 
devastating result to the Arawak and 
the Carib people. What is the current 
public sentiment being voiced in the 
Caribbean regarding the invasion? 

Strong counter-Columbus 
messages were voiced during Carni
val 1992 in Port of Spain, Trinidad. 
"Columbus Lied", a 1991 popular 
song by the venerable Calypsonian, 
Shadow, was heard. A wild band of 
revelers, People to People from an 
Afro-Trinidadian neighborhood in 
downtown Port of Spain carried out 
this theme in the "Columbus Lie" 
mas (masquerade) band. Several 
children's contingents in the Carnival 
parade echoed the statement and 
Brother Resistance's Rapso hit, "Big 
Dirty Lie", made great strides in 
setting history right. And nowhere in 
this counter-Columbus protest we've 
watched grow over the last several 
years do people have more fun letting 
the world know just how they feel 
about Columbus than in Trinidad. 

Although many of the islands in 
the Caribbean celebrate at Carnival 
time, Trinidad, an independent black 
ruled nation since the 60s, is perhaps 
the best known for its no-holds
barred, pull-out-all-the-stops annual 
party. Its hallmark is mass participa
tion, unabashed dancing and play, 
and original songs created new for 

each Carnival with pointed political 
commentary. 

Carnival floods the island in 
many forms, but you hear it first. 
Music wakes you up in the morning, ~ 
music rocks you to sleep-if you iE 

sleep in Trinidad during these four 
days. Whether it's the percussion at 
Panorama, the steel band blow-out, 
Calypso at the Monarch contest on 
Demanche Gras in the official Savan
nah judging area, Soca in the street 
parties or fetes that run non-stop 
Saturday through Tuesday or the 
Rapso beat from at Brother Resis-
tance's place, the Uprising Culture 
House on Frederick Street you've got 
Music! By the end of the week you 
know all the lyrics, you have danced 
all the moves and you have been 
revved up with new political insights. 

And that includes setting the 
record straight about just what 
happened 500 years ago. Two of the 
best counter-Columbus songs are 
Brother Resistance's Rapso tune "Big 
Dirty Lie" and Shadow's "Columbus 
Lioo" F;:l so is more poefc th n 
Calypso, and although its less popu
larly played, it has, as is true of many 
new forms of musical expression, a 
large enthusiastic following. The 
music is grounded in the community 
which in this case is centered out of 
the People's Mall, a one block area in 
Port of Spain. A labyrinth of shops, a 

hang out, a cultural mecca, the • 
People's Mall is where you'll find 
Brot.her Resis ance, i the "heart of 
Rapso Nation". And Brother Resis
tance is a major spiritual and artistic 
inspiration for that nation. 

Shadow, long a respected ren
egade in Calypso circles, is known for 
his hard hitting political lyrics that 
make pointed remarks about Colum
bus. His "Columbus Lied" received 

Vatican Denies Sacred Ancestry of Mt. Graham 
University of Arizona Defends Exemption from All Environmental and Cultural Protection Laws 

By Sal Salerno 
The Vatican, one of the Univer

sity of Arizona's (UA) three remain
ing partners in its colossal plan to 
build the MT. Graham International 
Observatory (MGIO) on a site consid
ered sacred to the Apaches, has 
issued a formal statement denying 
Apache elders' claim that Mt. Graham 
is an ancient sacred site and place of 
continued spiritual practice. In the 
project proponent's most recent ploy 
George Coyne, S.J., the Vatican's 
Observatory Director, cited the 
Apaches' lack of title, written records, 
seasonal dwellings, burial grounds, 
shrines or religious ritual as evidence 
that Emerald Peak (site of telescope 
construction already underway) lacks 
socio-religious legitimacy. This land, 
Coyne said, "is a gift from God to be 
used with reason and to be respected. 
We believe (our) responsible and 
legitimate use of (this) land enhances 
its spiritual character." 

Responding to criticism that has 
accused the Vatican of religious 

arrogance Coyne lambasted "outsid
ers" and "Ideologs" who he main
tains have exploited the situation by 
manipulating the Endangered Species 
Act and now seek to do the same to 
American Indians. Convinced that 
Apaches don't support their lawsuit, 
which threatens to halt the project, 
Coyne concluded the Vatican's 
position statement with a final dig 
against environmentalists; ''No 
mountain is as sacred as a human 
being and there is no desecration 
more despicable than the use of a 
human person for self-serving 
purposes." 

Patrica Cummings, attorney 
representing the San Carlos Apaches 
in their law suit, said that Coyle's 
mistrust of the alliance between 
environmentalists and Indians is 
unfounded. Cummings takes issue 
with Coyne's entire statement charac
terizing it as, " ... a classic example of 
European inability to understand 
Native American religion." Dr. 

Elizabeth Brandt, an anthropologist 
who has studied sacred sites in 
Arizona for more than 20 years and 
prepared a study of Mt. Graham 
disagrees with the Vatican. ''I've 
never seen so much evidence detail
ing a sacred site. No competent 
scholar could have missed these 
materials." 

The Other Remaining Partners 
While the Vatican position 

remains intransigent, protests at 
home and abroad have sent UA 
officials scurrying to Europe to assure 
their remaining partners that all is 
still well. The German Social Demo
cratic party is making presentations 
to the German Parliament that 
question their government's role in 
the project. The Max Planck Institute 
for Radioastronomy continues to 
receive a steady blitz of calls and 
faxes protesting their participation in 
theMGIO. 
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wide exposure in 1991 when it first 
appeared and this year was the 
ins iratic fur't'leVeral of the bands of 
masqueraders that take over the 
streets of Port of Spain for Carnival. 

But Carnival has a body as well 
as a voice. And the collective body 
struts, dances and parades. Any one 
can, and most do, take to the streets 
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NEWSBRIEFS 
ECUADORIAN INDIANS TO BOYCOTT 
ELEOIONS 

Indians in Ecuador plan to make 
the 500th anniversary of Columbus' 
arrival the occasion for a massive 
show of political strength. This past 
September, at the end of a four-day 
national assembly held in the Amazo
nian locality of Puyo, the Confedera
cion de Nacionalidades Indigenas del 
Ecuador (CONAIE) announced that 
the Indians would mount a massive 
boycott of the 1992 presidential 
elections. 

the fact that, although the street signs 
were to have been changed as of 
January 1, 1991, as of this writing they 
still say ''Delaware A venue". To get 
involved, or for more information: 

Stop th, Nam, Chang, 
4808 Windsor Avenue 
Phllad,lphla, PA 19143 
phoH 215-727·1218 

CARAVELS OCCUPIED IN 
PUERTO RICO 

This past fall, replicas of the Nina, 
the Pinta, and the Santa Maria set sail 
under the command of one of Colum
bus' descendants, trying to retrace his ~ 
voyage from Europe. But when the ~ 

actually knows what his likeness was, 
as there were no contemporary 
images created.) Why would they do 
this? Well, they claim that it would 
save money, as coins last thirteen 
times as long as the average green
back, and that it could help blind 
people distinguish a dollar from 
larger denominations. They also point 
out that the change would boost 
business for vending machines. 

Legislation was introduced in 
Congress in 1987, but apparently has 
stalled there. Time Magazine, Ja,,wry 18, 
1981. 
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this is being left up to the individual 
communities, with options including 
outright abstention, ballot-spoiling, 
and actions to prevent the installation 
of polling places on Indian territory. 
This is far from being simply a 
symbolic move, as CONAIE claims to 
represent as many as 2 million Indian 
voters, more than a third of the 6 
million Ecuadorians that are obliged 
by law to vote. 

Santa Maria docked in Puerto Del ~o _,..,_ 
Rey, Puerto Rico in December, it was 
immediately, non-violently occupied 
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In a related attack OJ) the legacy 
of Columbus, CONAIE has stated 
that they want to amend Article 1 of 
the Ecuadorian constitution, replac
ing the definition of Ecuador as "a 
unitary sovereign state" with that of 
"a pluri-national, multilingual, and 
multi-ethnic state". From Latin Amer/cm, 
Weekly Report, Septetll6« 1991. 

COLUMBUS THE HERO 
Colorado AIM is engaged in an 

ongoing battle to force the city to 
remove a plaque at Denver's Civic 
Center that commemorates Columbus 
as "Discoverer of America". Members 
of the Ku Klux Klan have vowed to 
protect the plaque. 

THOSE YOUNG MINDS ... 
In an informal experiment with 

her 3rd grade class in California, a 
creative teacher read a book to her 
class about what actually happened 
during Columbus' time in the Ameri
cas. Then she asked the students 
whether they still thought Columbus 
was a hero and deserved to be 
celebrated. Out of 22 kids, 12 said 
Columbus was not a hero, 7 said he 
was both good and bad, and 3 clung 
to their old beliefs that he was a hero. 

COLUMBUS BOULEVARD, SORT OF ... 
The city council of Philadelphia 

voted unanimously over two years 
ago to change the name of Delaware 
A venue in that city to Christopher 
Columbus Boulevard, but there have 
been some problems along the way. 
Local Italian-American and some 
other civic groups support the 
change, but Indian groups have 
pointed out that they do not wish to 
honor Columbus in this or any other 
way. Adding to the insult, the street 
that has been chosen, Delaware 
A venue, is named after the original 
inhabitants of the area; the Lenni 
Lenape, or Delaware, Indians. 

Since local Indians began to fight 
the change, the face of the city council 
has changed markedly. The original 
sponsor of the change is now in jail 
on corruption charges, and five of the 
current members support repeal of 
the name change, or at least some 
compromise on the issue such as a 
temporary change. 

The ambivalence on the part of 
official Philadelphia is evidenced by 
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by a large group of Gitksan 
Wet'suwet'en people from British 
Columbia. The group, including their 
hereditary chiefs, had sailed there in 
order to meet the Columbus crew. 

''We simply jumped on, told 
them we were seizing the boat, and 
we started singing our songs and we 
sat down. They were very stunned," 
said Gitksan activist Art Loring. 

The protestors made a number of 
demands, including apologies for the 
celebration and for 500 years of 
repression, and asked the ship to fly 
the Gitksan Wet'suwet'en flag. The 
Spanish Consul met with them and 
agreed to pass their demands on to 
the Spanish government, and the 
protestors left the ship voluntarily. 
''We have registered opposition to the 
Columbus celebrations. We've raised 
the public conscience," said heredi
tary Git~san chief Wii Seeks. From 11,e 
Adlvlst, J01111ary 1992. 

NY TIMES •DISCOVERS• INDIANS 
The New York Times recently 

advised its copy editors not to use the 
word "discover'' in reference to the 
voyages of Columbus, according to 
Copy Editor, the newsletter for 
professional copy editors. 

The Times' in-house publication, 
Winners and Sinners, advised that the 
word "dismver'' is "offensive to 
readers who remember that there 
were people in this hemisphere long 
before he was." Suggested alterna
tives include that Columbus '1anded, 
reached, made his voyage - the 
sensitive possibilities are endless." 
From Rethlnlci,g Sd,oo/s, Oct-N,v 1991. 

COLUMBUS: THE GAME 
A group called "Points West

ward" has released a new board 
game called "Columbus! The Game of 
Exploration, Conquest, and Trade". 
(Suggested retail of $26.00) 

The game includes the usual 
cards, dice, and "play money'' 
(doubloons), with the object of the 
game being (according to the ad we 
have) to "explore and conquer the 
New World: force the other players 
out of the game through trading and 
selling commodities, trading com
modities for outposts, collecting 
tributes, and challenging other 
players for outposts." 

A COLUMBUS DOLLAR1 
An alliance of congressmen and 

business groups wants to replace the 
dollar bill with a gold-colored coin 
bearing the likeness of Christopher 
Columbus. (Never mind that no one 

GREEN GATHERING 1992 
INCORPORATES 
QUINCENTENNIAL THEME 

The fifth national gathering of 
Greens in the U.S. will be held 
August 5-9 in Minneapolis, Minne
sota. Opening ceremonies will 
include a keynote address by Winona 
LaDuke, and a performance of 
"Discover America", a play about the 
quincentennial by In The Heart Of 
The Beast Puppet And Mask Theater. 
Seven hundred people are expected, 
including participants from other 
countries. 

An educational conference will be 
held on Thursday-Friday, August 6-7, 
covering four themes: 500 Years of 
Resistance and Dignity; Detroit 
Summer (a program of sustainable 
urban redevelopment); Solar Power 
Through Community Power, and; 
Local Organizing. 

If you are interested in presenting 
a workshop on the quincentennial or 
related subjects, please contact: 

Grtt■ Gathering 
P.O. Bu 582711 
Ml1111tapolls, MN 55458 
Pho11 (612) 722-0727 

:•. P .o. IH:'7591 ,: '::; .. · ; .. 
tMlna,,,,11s;:MN 55407 

rnn, 7 ,.T.1,.nlf', the name 
huracan (oo rah .kahn) is the 

name given by the Taino people to 
the great tropical storms that peri
odically batter the shores of Borin
quen (now Puerto Rico) and other is
lands. Huracans were unleashed at 
the whim of the storm goddess, 
Guabancex. Under her command the 
other gods were called on to make 
wind and gather the waters in the 
mountain valleys to make floods. 
(Europeans later tried to fit Taino be
lief into a Christian mold by invent
ing an "evil" Huracan to do battle 
with the "good" god Yuquiyu.) 

The image of the hurricane has 
also been used to describe the devas
tation wrought by colonialism. In all 
its forms - European and North 
American armies, or multinational 
corporations and banks - the colo
nial onslaught uproots farms and 
forests, washes away rich soil, and 
destroys homes, leaving dislocation 
and poverty in its wake. 

In the face of tropical storms, 
military invasions, and International 
Monetary Fund debt repayment 
schemes, "huracan" denotes the tur
bulence of five centuries of unceas
ing resistance by the people - na
tive, transplanted, and transformed 
- of these battered lands. 

ALLIANCE FOR CULTURAL DEMOCRACY CONTACTS 
The following regional contact people are members of the Alliance for Cultural 

Democracy board of directors. They can give you information about the Alliance, 
quincentennial organizing in your region, and huracan. Those needing to reach 1'urll
can by telephone may call Ricardo Levins Morales at 612-721-5491. 

l.cirry Abrams Lisa Maya Knauer Elena Ronquillo 
733 Palms Blvd. 88 Second Ave #6 Contemporary Arts Center 
Venice, CA 90291 New York, NY 10003 900 Camp St 

New Orleans, LA 70190 
Genie Berringer 
521 Harold Ave NE 
Atlanta, GA 30307 

Judy Branfman 
321 Summer St Studio 3 
Boston, MA 02210 

Patricio Chavez . 

Joe Lambert 
Ure on the Water 
Building B, Fort Mason 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Sal Salemo 
3204 10th Avenue Sa. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Centro Cultural de la Raza Tripp Mikich 
2130· 1 Pan American Plaza #1 1326 Shotwell St 
San Diego, CA 92101 San Francisco, CA 94110 

Jennx DeBouzek 
P.O. Box 16467 
Santa Fe, NM 87506 

Bill Flemin.9 
521 Harola Ave NE 
Atlanta, GA 30307 

Betty Kano 
30 Saint Felix 3A 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

Ricardo Levins Marales 
2311 E 32nd St 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 

Susan Perlstein 
118 Eighth Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

Linda Piper 
P.O. Box 7 443 
Albuquerque, NM 87194 

Mat Schwarzman 
611 Guerrero #19 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Bill Stroud 
1020 Bush #2 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

Ron Sokolsky 
R.R. 1 
Pawnee, IL 62558 



Bush Administration Tries to 
Revive Columbus Celebration 
by Dan Nicolai 

President Bush provided no 
surprises in his remarks on this past 
Columbus Day- references to 
"sailing freedom's ship," "Columbus' 
spirit of adventure" and so on
while announcing the start of a year 
of fun activities. But behind the 
scenes, the government's efforts to 
celebrate the Quincentennial have 
been plagued by financial scandals 
and public opposition. The 
Quincentenary Jubilee Commission, 
begun in 1984 by the Reagan/Bush 
administration, has been practically 
invisible for several months after the 
resignation of its first chairman, John 
Goudie. 

The Commission is funded by 
numerous corporate sponsors, plus 
$13 million of public money through 
this year, and is abetted by many 
locally-based groups formed to 
celebrate the Quincentennial. Govern
ment arts and humanities grant 
money- more than $10 million so 
far - is also going toward the 
celebration of Columbus' legacy in 
the New World. Most of its remaining 
projects, like a national scholarship 
competition and a year's worth of 
"Columbus Minutes" on TV, will 
continue on schedule, according to 
Commission P.R. director Lauren 
Childress. _ 

When Goudie resigned last 
December, the Commission was 
deeply in debt. A Federal audit 
reported that the Commission kept 
several sets of books, and that Goudie 
awarded contracts to friends and 
business associates. Now the Com
mission has a new appropriation 
from Congress, a new newsletter -
Discovery - and is ready to give 
things another shot. The Commission 
may soon have its first Native Ameri
can member: Bill Ray, a member of 
the Klamath-Flathead tribe from 
Oregon, and a member of that state's 
Commission on Indian Affairs. 

The new chairman, Frank 
Donatelli, is an 014 hand at propa
ganda. He's a partner in the Bond 
Donatelli, Inc. "government affairs" 
firm, one of many agencies in Wash
ington where the ex-powerful trade 
on their past political ties, country 
club memberships, and so on. In 
Donatelli's case, he was Reagan's 
Assistant for Political and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, and before 
that an administrator for the Agency 
for International Development. AID, 
of course, is the agency that distrib
utes elementary school textbooks in 
Latin America which state that "the 
Spaniard ... taught them [the Taino 
natives] to believe in one God. The 
Indians, in tum, were grateful to 
serve him." (Donatelli was not, as is 
sometimes the case, any cooler when 
he was younger: from age 24 to 28 he 
was Executive Director of Young 
Americans i>r Freedom.) 

Aside from Bush's proclamation, 
there is other evidence that the 
administration is trying to revive the 
national Columbus hype: it's possible 
that Bush will use the Columbus 
controversy as part of the "political 
correctness" debate, one of his many 
smoke screens for the 1992 campaign. 
After backing away from Quincenten
nial-related projects during 1990, the 
National Endowment for the Hu
manities may be loosening up. The 
NEH recently awarded $300,000 to 
The Balch Institute in Philadelphia, 
for a Quincentenary project entitled 
"The Peopling of Pennsylvania." 

Meanwhile, other large-scale 
efforts include a tour of replica ships 
sponsored by Texaco and the Spanish 
government (the Commission lost 
control of this project during 
Goudie's tenure). The International 
Columbus Quincentennial Alliance in 
Columbus, New Jersey, has been 
sending out a national newsletter and 
making presentations at schools for a 

couple of years. This group's coordi
nator is Joseph Laufer, a college 
professor who enjoys, among other 
things, dressing up as Columbus and 
giving a kind of one-man show. The 
ICQA is also co-sponsoring a "parade 
of tall ships" in New York harbor 
next July 4. 

Laufer also runs a "school" for 
Columbus impersonators which has 
so far produced three graduates, 
including one who operates out of 
Spearfish, South Dakota. Laufer's 
method of portraying the Captain 
includes involving elementary school 
students in the role of Columbus's 
sailors. 

Local celebrations seem to be less 
obnoxious, in general, than over
blown plans hatched at the national 
level. One example is the Ameriflora 
exhibition of horticulture next sum
mer in Columbus, Georgia. 

Overall, national counter-Colum
bus public education campaigns have 
changed the boundaries of discussion 
about the issue. If the Quincentennial 
Commission is able to recover from 
its financial problems, promotions of 
Columbus as a national hero may 
start to have a higher profile again. 
As the American Indian Movement 
showed during the World Series, 
such events can provide a platform 
for activists. 

For more information on national 
events, contact: 

Christopher Columb11 Q1f1cent111ary 
Jubf111 Co11mf ssf 11 
1801 F Str11t NW 
Washf11gt11, DC 20006 
(202) 632· 1992 

or 

International Columbf a1 

Quincentenary Alliance Ltd. 
Box 1492 
Columbus, NJ 08022 
(609) 859-1400 ~ 

National Chicano Moratorium Committee to March in 1992 
The National Chicano Morato

rium Committee issues a call to action 
to all Chicano Mexicanos, Raza, and 

• their supporters to assemble for a 
NATIONAL MARCH TO COM
MEMORATE 500 YEARS OF RAZA 
RESISTANCE, on October 10, 1992. 
Planned by the NCMC since January, 
1991, this Marcha will demonstrate 
the collective will of the Raza to resist 
the very real oppression that their 
people suffer daily as a result of 
European colonization. 

Set for San Diego, home to a large 

and active Chicano Mexicano com
munity, the demands of the Marcha 
include: a call for Chicano Mexicano 
self-determination, union jobs and 
decent salaries for all, the right to 
housing and health care, community 
control of the police, the abolition of 
the terrorist Border Patrol, a quality 
and relevant education for their 
people, an end to U.S. government 
drug trafficking, an end to drug use 
and barrio violence, a call for social 
justice and true democracy in Mexico, 
and an end to U.S. intervention in 

Latin America. 
The Marcha will commence at 

10:30 am on Saturday, October 10, 
1992, at San Ysidro Park in San Diego. 
The event will include a cultural 
program, food booths, arts and crafts, 
and Movimiento booths. An evening 
program will follow. For further 
information, contact: 

NCMC 
P.O. Box 4265 
Chula Vista, CA 91909 
Phone 619-422·4520 
FAX 619·422·6782 

Tall Ship 
Itinerary 

Spain '92 and Texaco have 
recently announced the official 
schedule of the tour of the Nina, 
Pinta, and Santa Maria. The docking 
of the replicas will be accompanied in 
many cases by "Festival Days", with 
big parties planned in the parks near 
the waterfront in the host cities. In 
hopes that activists will also see fit to 
attend and add some creative energy 
to the parties, here is the itinerary as 
published in "Discovery 500'', the 
official newsletter of the International 
Columbian Quincentenary Alliance, 
Ltd: 

EAST COAST 

FEB 14 - MAR 1 MIAMI 

MAR 13 - 22 HOUSTON 

MAR 27 - 29 NEW ORLEANS 

APRIL 3- 12 TAMPA 

APRIL 16-19 ST. AUGUSTINE 

APRIL 24 - 26 CHARLESTON 

MAY 1 - 10 NORFOLK 

MAY 22 - JUNE 7 BOSTON 

JUNE 12 - 14 NEWPORT, R.I. 

JUNE19-JULY2 NEWYORK 

JULY 24 -AUG 9 PHILADELPHIA 

AUGUST 14- 16 WILMINGTON 

AUGUST 21 - 30 BALTIMORE 

WEST COAST 

OCT 2 - 25 

OCT 30- NOV 1 

NOV 6 - 29 

DEC 4 - 6 

DEC 11 - 20 

SAN FRANCISCO 

SAN LUIS OBISPO 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO 

SAN DIEGO 

Alliance lor Cultural Demoaacy 
ACD is a national network of cul

tural workers - artists, teachers, orga· 
nizers - who work for grassroots em· 
powennent and democratic participation 
'through cultural activity. We are commi~ 
ted to celebrating and defending free 
cultural expression for our many diverse 
communities. The Alliance holds an an· 
nual conference" and publishes a series 
of regional butletins and a magazine, 
Cultural Democracy. ACD regions spon· 
sor additional activities. ACD is a volun· 
teer, member-funded organization. 

ACD and the Quincentennial 
The Alliance committed itself in 

1988 to take part in a quincentennial 
canpaign. The goal of this effort is to 
counteract the official celebrations of the 
European conquest, to provide altema· 
five perspectives, and to provide a link 
among other groups in the campaign. 
This camp<;1ign complements our ongoing 
work of helping_ the untold and sup· 
pressed stories of our peoples to be told. 
We believe that the re-examining of our 
past will help us to better SUPf?Orl each 
other in the ongoing struggles of today. 
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Dusting The Museums 
by John Curl 

In Spring 1990 I read that the 
Lawrence Hall of Science, a Berkeley 
museum run by the University of 
California, was planning a major 
exhibit scheduled to tour the country, 
entitled "Columbus' Great Experi
ment''. The early publicity said that it 
would "examine Old World knowl
edge underlying Columbus' explora
tion, the technology that made the 
voyages possible, and the impact of 
the discoveries on the New World." 
At the time we were just beginning to 
organize locally to counter the 
Columbus Jubilee celebrations with a 
campaign of truth in history and 
support for contemporary indigenous 
struggles. 

In the Fall of that year we started 
the coalition of Indigenous and non
Native people that took the name 
Resistance 500. Meanwhile our 
Berkeley group went to the mayor, 
city council and school board, and 
convinced them to set up a Berkeley 
Resistance 500 Task Force, with the 
job of proposing and implementing 
the city's quincentennial commemo
ration. We became the Task Force 
members. 

Now with the clout of the city 
behind us, in August, 1991, I phoned 
the Lawrence Hall of Science director 
of exhibits and said we would like to 
work with them to assure that the 
point of view of Native people was 
included. I was told that the exhibit, 
now retitled "1492: Two Worlds of 
Science," was scheduled to debut 
October 12, and would soon be open 
for previews. I set up a date early in 
September for our group to see and 
discuss it with them. 

A few days later a man from the 
exhibit came to a Task Force work 
session. He was sympathetic to our 
point of view. He was one of the 
writer-producers of a play that was 
accompanying the exhibit, geared 
toward children. He gave us copies of 
the script to review, and explained 
that he had little connection with the 
rest of the exhibit. He informed us 
that some of the central people 
organizing the exhibit had a standard 
perspective of Western science, and a 
very unsophisticated understanding 
of Indigenous civilization and history. 
Several Indigenous people that we 
knew had recently been brought in as 
consultants, but most of their ideas 
were-nor really getting through; they 
were largely being dismissed. 

Reading the script, ''The Story of 
Itiba," about a Taino girl and her 
family, victims of the Columbus 
invasion, showed me that there were 
already some people there on the 
right track. 

But the exhibi~as a disaster. It 
was divided intojftree parts. At the 
entrance was ~'M~iterranean . ); 

World; in the,cenler, Columbus' 
Voyage~ with a nuge ship replica; and 
stuck off to one side, the Native 
American World. 

We wrote them a letter, from 
which the following are excerpts: 

We appreciate the time you and your 
staff took to meet with us. Unfortunately, 
the unanimous consensus of the twelve 
people who reviewed the exhibit was that 
it does not give an accurate presentation 
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of the Indigenous peoples' point of view 
or the scientific and cultural contribu
tions of Indian civilization; the exhibit 
does not contribute to the current debate 
concerning the implications of European 
contact in the Americas ... 

We feel that the entire context and 
contents of the exhibit need to be re
vamped. The supposed theme is "two 
worlds of science" yet Indigenous 
knowledge is not presented in an ad
equate and parallel fashion ... The exhibit 
needs to be developed by Indigenous 
people. 

The Ship 
The scale a_nd position of the boat 

dominate the interior space of Lawrence 
Hall of Science to a disproportionate 
degree, drawing the visitor into its 
viewpoint, symbolizing European 
dominance. There is no mention of the 
kidnapped Indians that Columbus took,pn 
board on his first voyage or <1/_ the. India'I) 
slaves that Columbus brought to Europe 
for 'sale in. subsequent ~-

' TIie Native American Section 
This section is appallingly impover

ished. It does not portray the vast 
richness of Indian civilization. It is not 
comparable to the presentation of Euro
pean "science." While the two European 
sections focus on the changing worldview 
and perspective, the Native American 
section does not provide the same in a 
parallel manner. 

The Native section - the pitifully 
little there is of it - presents brief 
superficial glimpses of herbal medicine, 
the Mesa-American calendar, Maya 
mathematics and writing, and the Inca 
quipu. This does not develop the complex
ity and accomplishments of native 
knowledge. It barely skims the surface of 
native astronomy, and does not even 
consider the high aesthetic quality of 

COOTHl~ 

native arts. 
There is no presentation of native 

technology such as metal-working. No 
presentation is made of Indigenous 
navigation skill. There is no presentation 
of native engineering feats such as, for 
example, the building of the great 
aqueduct system of supplying water to 
Tenochtitlan; the great dam across Lake 
Texcoco; rope bridge construction in the 
Andes; conuco farming of the Tainos, 
etc., etc. 

There is a vast wealth of knowledge 
that one would think did not exist from 
seeing this eiht&itiim. 

As an ~l'le of.. what this exhibit 
could show: on July 30, 1502, off the 
coast of Honduras, Columbus met a 
Mayan trading vessel, almost as long as 
his own ship. A firsthand account, by 
Columbus' son: "By good fortune there 
arrived at that time a canoe as long as a 
galley and eight feet wide, made of a 
single tree trunk like the other Indian 
canoes; it was freighted with merchan
dise ... Amidship it had a palmleaf 
awning ... ; this gave complete protection 
against the rain and waves. Under this 
awning were the children, women, and all 
the baggage and merchandise. There were 
25 paddlers aboard ... The Admiral 
(Columbus) took the costliest and 
handsomest things in that cargo: cotton 
mantles and sleeveless shirts embroidered 
and painted in different designs and 
colors; breechclouts of the same design 
and cloth as the shawls worn by the 
women in the canoe, ... long wooden 
swords with a groove on each side ... in 
which were fastened with cord and pitch, 
flint knives that cut like steel; hatchets ... 
made of good copper; hawks bells of 
copper, and crucibles to melt it ... The 
Admiral ... detained only one of them, an 
ancient named Yumbe, who seemed to be 
the wisest man among them and of great 
authority." 

A replica of this Mayan trading 
vessel could be built parallel to Colum
bus' ship, with a description of how 
Columbus kidnapped its captain. 

The highly developed native science 
of architecture is only represented by a 
small photo of one of the temples in the 
Great Plaza at Tikal. And even this is 
unidentified, except as a place where 
human sacrifice was practiced. At the 
same time, Columbus' genocide of the 
Taino nation is not identified as human 
sacrifice. Under Columbus' direction, 
Taino leaders who refused to become 
Christians were burned at the stake, but 
this is not presented at all. 

The Native section should celebrate 
Indigenous cultural achievements. 

A pyramid should be constructed at 
least as large as Columbus' ships. 
Replicas and large photos of the great 
Indian dties and ceremonial centers 
should be emblazoned on the walls. 

Also left out of the exhibit are the 
epidemic diseases brought to this hemi
sphere by the Europeans and their 
devastating effect on the Indian peoples. 

On the whole, European science 
focused on the development of technolo
gies of domination of people and destruc
tion of the natural environment: military 
technologies. In contrast, Indigenous 
science focused primarily on technologies 
of harmonizing with the natural environ-• 
ment: ecology, healing, nurturance, 
adaptability. 

The Native·section should be 
completely redone, by a group of paid 
Native people. It should shD:Ul.Native 
people not only as a,gteat dvilization at 
the moment of the Eur,apean invasion, 
something that~ long ago, but it 
should b~ livi~~ tpid_vi~nt,tgzd show 
that Native civilizatitfu ~ stt1( powerful 
and alive today. At least dne paid Native 
person should be present at all times to 
explain Indigenous civili7.ation to 
museum visitors ... 

The Computer Presentation ... 
We found it trivial and historically 

inaccurate. It is particularly destructive 
since it is aimed at children. The program 
operator is asked to take the point of view 
of Columbus, to get inside and empathize 
with "Columbus, the Man", the sympa
thize with his u enterprise". 

A few very specific points: The 
program asks where the money to finance 
Columbus' voyage came from. The 
historically correct answer, never given 
in the program, is that the money to pay 
for the voyage was confiscated from 
defeated Moors and expelled Jews. 

At the very end, in one or two 
sentences, the program mentions the 
enslavement of the Indians and destruc
tion of Indian-civili7.ation, and says that 
they were caused by men who came after 
Columbus. In truth, it was Columbus 
himself who set these forces in motion. 
The blood is, in the most personal sense, 
on his hands. 

The historical Columbus was a pretty 
despicable character. He was the first 
military leader of the invading army; he 
personally began the European slave 
trade in the Western hemisphere; and he 
personally imposed the penalty of 
amputation of the hands for Indians who 
did not deliver their quota of gold. His 
vuyage was not a scientific experiment 
but a business venture. His "enterprise" 
was conquest and pilltlge. 



What kind of a scientist was Colum
bus? Here is an example. 

In June, 1494, he was sailing along 
the southern coast of Cuba. He had 
decided that Cuba was a peninsula from 
the mainland, and not an island like all 
the Tainos claimed. Reaching a mainland 
he assumed to be China was important to 
him so he could II claim it". But the badly 
mismanaged expedition had to turn back 
before confirming such a "discovery". 
Before turning back Columbus forced 
every sailor to sign an oath saying that 
Cuba was the mainland, and if any of 
them ever said the contrary he would 
have his tongue cut out. Is this good 
science? Or falsification of data? Was 
this a rigorous experiment? Is this the 
"spirit of discovery" we want to publiciu 
and set as an example? To ask young 
people to empathiz.e with this man is an 
insult to the youth of our nation. The 
computer program should expose the 
truth about Columbus, not perpetuate the 
cover-up ... 

Our letter really stopped them in 
their tracks. Others had given them 
similar criticism before, but they had 
not taken it seriously. But with the 
weight of the City behind us they had 
to take it seriously. Within days major 
changes were made. The ship was cut 
down to a fraction of its size. An 
entire wall was devoted to pictures of 
the devastation of the Indian people 
by Columbus and his army, with 
contemporary quotes from Bartolome 
de las Casas, graphs showing popula
tion decline statistics and other 
information. The computei: program 
was chapged to 'indu~e much ~ore 
about~ genoqde. The Native 
AmericansectionWas revamped and 
improved in many ways. 

As I write this, I have to say that 
the exhibition-still could stand a lot of 
improvement. As an exhibit it is not 
first class. But they are still working 
on it. And in political terms, it is 
vastly better. The information it gives 
no longer hides or denies the facts 
and truths of history. 

The Lawrence Hall of Science 
exhibit is only one of the many 
projects our Task Force is working on 
in Berkeley. 

On October 22, the Task Force 
presented a broad proposal to the 
City Council and they unanimously 
approved it, declaring 1992 the Year 
of Indigenous people, and October 12 
as Indigenous Peoples Day. There 
will be year-long activities in the 
schools, libraries, museums, and 
throughout the community, and 
perhaps be a monument to the 
Indigenous Peoples. 

Below is a condensation of the 
plan: 

1. OCTOIEI 12 AS INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE'S DAY. The City Council 
will declare October 12 to be 
commemorated in Berkeley as 
Day of Solidarity with Indig
enous People. 

2. THE FIRST COMMEMORATION -
OCTOBER 12TH, 1992. The Berkeley 
quincentennial commemoration 
of October 12, 1992 will be an all
day long event on the nearest 
calendar weekend. The com
memoration might begin in 
Martin Luther King Park with 
opening ceremonies, cultural 
events and speakers, including 
participation from the schools 
and an informational procession 
(Chasky). 

3. 1992 YEAR Of INDIGENOUS PEOPLE. 
The City Council will declare that 

1992 will be commemorated as 
the Year of Indigenous People. 
The Berkeley City Council will 
suggest that community organi
zations, businesses, religious 
organizations, city commissions, 
parks and recreation, local radio 
and cable stations and newspa-. 
pers give thought and discussion 
in how they'd like to participate 
in this year and day; and that 
newspapers, radio, and cable 
stations issue regular reminders 
throughout the year of Indig
enous issues and events. 

THE SCHOOLS: The City Courtcil 
encourages the schools during the 
1992 school year to include 
classroom discussions and 
projects regarding the history and 
issues of the 500 years. 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES: The City 
Council encourages the public 
libraries to participate with a 
series of activities and events, 
including an invitation to Indig
enous speakers, special exhibits 
featuring literature of and about 
Indigenous peoples and exhibits 
which critically display existing 
literature. The library should seek 
out Indigenous resource people 
throughout the Americas who 
can consult with them on obtain
ing and stocking copies of 
progressive literature, including 
books, cassettes, video tapes, 
records, Indigenous newspapers, 
magazines and periodicals. 

MUSEUM EXHIBITS AND EVENTS: 
The Task Force will continue to • 
consult with the museum of 
Berkeley and surrounding areas 
to encourage that all exhibits 
connected with the Quincenten
ary reflect the points of view and 
concerns of Indigenous people. 
We will act in an advisory 
capacity performing consultation 
and oversight in a spirit of 
cooperation. 

THE ARTS: Art galleries, cultural 
centers, Pacific Film Archives, 
theatres, and bookstores are all 
encouraged to feature local 
Native American artists through
out the year. 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA: The 
Cily Council will call on the UC 
Anthropology Department to 
complete its returning of all 
bones of Indigenous people to 
conform with the Native Ameri
can Graves and Repatriation Act 
of 1990. The City will also encour
age the university to establish a 
"think tank" to assist Indian 
struggles. 

MULTKULTURAL EVENTS CAllNDAR: 
The City might issue a calendar 
featuring many of the events 
planned for the year with impor
tant historical dates and themes 
designated. 

4. MONUMENT AND TIME CAPSULE: It 
is proposed that the City Council 
sponsor, by providing space and 
assistance, a monument dedi
cated to the Indigenous Peoples 
impacted by the arrival of Colum
bus. The monument might 
include a time capsule storing 
Native thoughts and artifacts for 
future generations. 

5. SOLIDARITY AND OUTREACH: We 
encourage the people of Berkeley 
to reach out in solidarity with 
Indigenous peoples around the 
world and their struggles. tJ, 

NEWSBRIEFS 
COLUMBUS CHAOS IN SAN 
FRANCISCO 

San Francisco Mayor Frank 
Jordan, on March 6, named new 
directors to lead the city's Columbus 
quincentennial party. Stephanie 
Cincotta ~d John Lequitto, both 
Italian-American, replace George 
Jewett who has resigned in frustra
tion over fundraising problems and 
disorganization at the national and 
international levels. The city had 
drastically scaled back plans for what 
was to have been the site of the 
nation's major celebration, and has 
left local planners to do all of their 
own fundraising. Cincotta has 
directed the city's annual Festa 
Italiana, while Leguitto, vice presi
dent of the American Business 
Insurance Brokers, has directed the 
annual Columbus Day Celebration. 
The organizers are hoping to secure 
the presence of Spain's three replica 
ships, originally the centerpiece of the 
city's plans, for the Columbus Day 
events. 

CALC CONVENTION SET FOR JULY 
Clergy and Laity Concerned 

(CALC) has called the second Fannie 
Lou Harn.er Convention for July 10-
12, 1992 at the Abyssinian Baptist 
Church in New York City. The goals 
of the national convention are: 

• To affirm people's struggles for 
cultural survival and self- deter
mination in 1992 and beyond; 
• To focus national attention on 
urgent issues of racial justice, 
economic justice, environmental 
restoration, and alternatives to 
militarism; 
• To foster communication and 
cooperation among diverse 
people who work for justice and 
peace, helping build a multiracial 
movement; 
• To bring young people into an 
active role in the movement for 
justice and peace; 
• To begin developing a People's 
Agenda for the '90s and Beyond. 
Representatives from national, 

regional, and local organizations are 
invited to attend, and individuals 
may attend as non-voting "messen
gers". For further information on the 
convention, contact: 

Fanni, L11 Ha111er Co1Yenti11 
Clergy and Laity Co■cerned 
340 Mead Road 
Decatur, GA 30030 
FAX 404-377-5367 

NEW MEXICO GROUP PLANS 1992 
EVENTS 

The Tonantzin Land Institute in 
Albuquerque is planning ongoing 
Quincentennial events in the South
western U.S., based on the Declara
tion of Quito. Proposed events 
include: All Nations Spiritual Gather
ing at Big Mountain, Arizona in April 
1992; a Hemispheric Trade Fair of 
Folk Art and Cultural Exchange in 
New Mexico, June 1992; and Indig
enous Peoples Tribunals on October 
12, 1992. They are in a planning 
process to develop these events. 
Contact: 

Laurie Weahk11 or David Lui11 
Ton11tzl1 Land Institute 
P.O. Box 40182 
Albuquerque, NM 87196-0182 
Phone 505-256-0097 

INTERNATIONAL INDIGENOUS YOUTH 
GATHERING 

"The Land, Solidarity & Heal
ing", an International Indigenous 
Youth Gathering, will be held July 24-
26 at Batoche, Saskatchewan, site of 
the major nineteenth century Metis 
uprising. The gathering will bring 
together Indigenous and non- indig
enous youth from around the world 
to share experiences and strategies. 
Contact: 

Saskatchewan 500 Years CoalitiH 
ltx 281, Sub P.O. #6 
Saskatoo■ SK 
Ca11d1 57N OWO 
Ph111 (306) 665-5962 
Fax (306) 933-4346. 

CONFERENCE ON COLUMBUS AND 
AFRICANS 

A national conference on the 
theme of the African experience in the 
western hemisphere, and it's interre
lationship with the Native/Indig
enous/Indian peoples and other 
oppressed and exploited peoples, will 
be held at Howard University in 
Washington D.C., November 13-15, 
1992. 

Bringing together activists and 
scholars from all communities, the 
conference will "examine the reality 
of our history to understand our 
current problems and to chart a 
course of action for our collective 
future." Beginning with a teach-in, 
the conference will include plenaries 
and workshops, with cultural expres
sion as an integral part of the entire 
weekend. 

The conference is open to all. For 
information, contact: 

•500 Years• Co■f1r11c1 
P.O. 53177 
Washl■gto■, D.C. 20009 
Phone 202·234-9383, ext. 281 

WISCONSIN MANDATES NATIVE 
CURRICULA 

A new law requiring Wisconsin 
public schools to teach the history, 
culture, and tribal sovereignty of the 
state's native tribes, went into effect 
September 1 despite vocal opposition 
from a right-wing group opposed to 
Indian treaty rights. 

The Law, referred to as Act 31, 
requires that the state's public schools 
teach the curriculum units at least 
twice in the elementary grades and 
once in the high schools. It was 
passed by the legislature in 1989 
following the upsurge in anti-Indian 
racism as crowds of whites tried to 
prevent the state's Chippewa Indians 
from exercising spear-fishing rights. 

The law's passage is only a first 
step, as it is uncertain how well local 
school districts will implement Act 
31. Some school administrators are 
stalling on implementation, while 
Indian educators point out that some 
teachers may attempt to use Act 31 to 
promote anti-Indian propaganda 
under the guise of teaching about 
Native Americans. 

In Milwaukee, a committee of 
teachers has drafted a Native Ameri
can curriculum to be available in the 
near future. For information, contact 
Ed Neudauer at 414-475-8099. From 
R,tblnl<lng Sdtoo/1, October /November 
1991. 
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Columbus Ships Protested in South America 
by Franklin Curbelo 

A protest, similar to others 
occurring around the world, took 
place in Cartagena, Colombia on 
November 1991, during the arrival of 
the replica of the caravell Santa 
Maria, built in Japan. Four years ago, 
King Juan Carlos of Spain requested 
from a Japanese delegation their 
participation in this project. Since 
then the National Quincentennial 
Commission of Spain and the Neo 
Maria Foundation of Japan were busy 
at work in this ambitious endeavor 
meant to show the world that man 
and nature can indeed live in har
mony. Part of the credit goes to 
Haruki Kadokawa, a prominent 
figure in the economy and art circles 
of Japan. This Modem Columbus as 
sometimes is called, has been the 
youngest writer to be given the 
Dakotsu award, the highest literary 
distinction bestowed to a Japanese 
writer. He also is a film director and 
the director of the second most 
important Japanese publishing house. 
But what makes him very special is 
the fact that he is the Supreme Priest 
in the Shinto religion, a religion that 
stresses harmony between nature and 
man and among men. 

The arrival of the Santa Maria to 
Cartagena, a Colombian harbor well 
known by slave traders of yester
years, has not gone unnoticed by the 
indigenous organization Amerrikua 
Vive. Amerrikua Vive is a coalition 
of indigenous communities, including 
leaders of African and Mestizos 
communities and other cultural 
groups. Their non-violent protest is to 
insure that the next century is a 
century of dignity and humanization 
of their cultures, not a continuation of 
pillaging and raping of their cultures 
as it happened in the last five hun
dred years. One of its spokespersons 
declared that "What do we have to 
celebrate? What is the meaning of a 
replica of a ship that first arrived here 
bringing murder and destruction? 
Today, history is telling us that 
thanks to the Spaniards we are half 
European and we had a tremendous 
cultural advancement. But we already 
had a very advanced civilization, a 
culture that has a wholistic interpreta
tion of the universe, lived in harmony 
with nature and a wisdom far beyond 
what we received." 

In a manifesto drafted by 
Amerrikua Vive is read that " the 
symbols in the memory of the survi
vors today are very much alive in the 
resistance to the Quincentennial 
celebrations, and those images are not 
changed by decree, agreement or 
military m:ders." History has a way to 
repeat itself, and in the XX century 
things are not different than in the XV 
century, despite of the efforts to call 
this voyage harmonic, never once was 
considered to consult with the 
indigenous communities about their 
concern on this encounter of three 
cultures (Asiatic, Spanish and 
Latinamerican). Of course this replica 
is equipped with modem electronic 
gadgets, that will use satellite com
munications to navigate rather than 
the humble compass used by Colum
bus. The Ship Santa Maria continued 
its voyage to Panama, Acapulco, 
Honolulu, Guam and will dock in 
Kobe, Japan after 3,400 miles of 
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sailing the High Seas. 
When the ship arrived in 

Cartagena it was greeted by a lively 
protest festival with music, theater, 
stiltwalkers an~ more. Although 
police were there in force, they were 
hampered by the media spotlight on 
the replica and the festive nature of 
the protest (which normally could 
have met with violent repression). 

While these protests were taking 
place in Colombia, other indigenous 
peoples throughout Latinamerica 
have been organizing themselves to 
make this Quincentennial year, a year 
of awareness raising and educating 
themselves and the societies where 
they live about their plight. They 
have survived for centuries despite 
genocide and extermination but their 
determination will endure. Their 
commitment is to put a stop to 
centuries of discrimination, exploita
tion and being considered second or 
no-class citizens in their own lands. 
Such is the case of Ecuador, where for 
quite some time now, have been 
organizing to make permanent 
changes in their lives and end a 
pattern of subjugation imposed on 
them by the ruling classes of Ecuador. 

On May 27, 1990, one hundred 
and sixty Indians occupied Santo 
Domingo Cathedral in the city of 
Quito. They demanded the immedi
ate resolution of land disputes in six 
highlands provinces. The takeover 
marked the beginning of a nation
wide uprising which paralyzed the 
country for a week. The uprising was 
called by the Confederation of 
Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador 
(CONAIE) formed by the regional 
federations from the highlands 
(sierra), the Amazon (Orient) and the 
coast. The takeover was the death 
knoll of hundreds of years of living in 
the fringes of the political life for the 
40% of Ecuador's 10 million people 
who are Indian. Their demands were 
simple: give back the land that once 
belonged to them and still rightfully 
belongs to the indigenous communi
ties. 

The mobilization has brought to a 
stand still provinces on the south and 
north of Quito. The Indians placed 
large boulders and tree trunks across 
the Panamerican road and other 
major roads. Within a day the flow of 
food products stopped, creating 
shortages in provincial capitals and 
surrounding towns, demonstrating 
the country's dependence on native 
farmers. The central government 

deployed national police and the 
army throughout the highlands to 
push back the insurrection. Police 
arrested and imprisoned many of the 
protesters particularly those identi
fied as leaders. Some were killed as 
well. 

But this is not the first indigenous 
insurrection occurring in Ecuador. 
The conservative daily El Comercio 
that there has been six insurrections, 
in 1578, 1599, 1615, 1766 and 1892 and 
all due to the same reason: to regain 
the lost land. 

When the Spanish arrived, 
natives people had been living in the 
sierra for thousands of years. They 
had a thriving commercial life and 
were traders of coca leaves, cotton, 
bird feathers, potatoes, fine textiles, 
pottery and other commodities. Those 
societies were dominated by power
ful families but land was held com
munally and labor performed collec
tively (la minga). By contrast the 
Spaniards undermined communal 
land and the minga and severed the 
relationship between native leader
ship and the farmers who comprised 
the majority of the population. 

The Spanish Crown issued land
grants to prominent conquistador 
families. Immediately they proceed to 
forcibly settle indigenous farmers in 

• colonial towns and created a labor-. 
draft (encomienda) to create a 
workforce for the haciendas estab
lished in confiscated lands. The 
communities struggled to maintain 
the traditional social structures, but 
that struggle diminished as time 
passed. 

In April 1992, Two leaders of the 
indigenous organization 
ECUARUNARI, the highland confed
eration in Ecuador and CONAIE 
another indigenous organization, 
were in Minneapolis, Minnesota to 
inform North Americans about their 
struggle and asking for help to 
continue their fight, a fight that they 
have carried on for centuries but 
today is more acute. Hundreds of 
thousands of men, women and 
children from indigenous communi
ties have shaken the very core of 
Ecuador's government and they are 
not asking any more, but are de
manding to return of the rightfully 
own ancestral lands and to declare 
Ecuador a multi-ethnic and multi
lingual state. Those are some of the 
demands contained in CONAIE's 
document of sixteen articles. 

On April 11, 1992, more than 

2,000 Ecuadorian Indians undertook a 
300 kilometer march to Quito to 
demand official recognition of their 
territorial rights and distinct cultures. 
Representatives of 148 indigenous 
communities marched from Puyo, in 
the Amazon Basin, to the city capital 
of Quito in the highlands. This march 
arose from the failure of talks be
tween indigenous and government 
leaders to attend to the Indian's 
demands for legal rights to their 
lands. Throughout Ecuador's 170-
year history, indigenous territorial 
rights have been ill-defined, and land 
claims have been ignored much too 
often. This lack of land titles has had 
a deleterious impact on indigenous 
communities in recent decades, as a 
consequence of Ecuador's foreign 
debt. The government has sought 
solutions by granting exploration 
rights to petroleum companies, 
largely North Americans, to mining, 
timber and tourism industries to 
exploit the Amazonic resources. 

Oil exploration in the northern 
Ecuadorian Amazon has caused 
tremendous environmental impact 
and cultural damage. U.S. based and 
other transnational oil companies are 
exploring millions of acres in the 
Province of Pastaza, home of 54.000 
Quichuas, Shiwiars and Achuars. 
OPIP, representing those people, 
fears that the massive deforestation, 
pollution and social dislocation will 
have similar consequences in Pastaza 
as it did in the north. 

For more information about these 
struggle to preserve the lands and 
cultures of these indigenous peoples, 
write to: 

CONAIE 
Avt. d, los Gra11ados 2553 
y 6 de Dlcl1111bre 
P.O. lox 17-15·0092 
Q1ft1, Ec11dor, South A111trlca 
Pho11: 248-930 
Att■: Rafael Panda■ 

or 

ECUARUNARI 
J1li1 Matov,11, 118 
y Y argas Edlflclo ,I Conqul stador 
PO lox 96-C (S1e1rsal 1 S 1) 
Q1lt1, Ec1ador, Sovth A■trlca 
Phu,: 519-325 
Att■: Ma111I Saca 

Franklin Curbelo is an editor for 
LA PRENSA de Minnesota, a bilingual 
newspaper published in St. Paul, Minne
sota. (1 

RNI TEMPlf10N 



Continenal 
Gathering in 
Guatemala 

The Second Continental Encoun
ter - "500 Years of Indigenous and 
Popular Resistance" - was held in 
Guatemala City and Quetzaltenango, 
Guatemalaon0ctober7-12, 1991. The 
gathering was the product of the 
continent-wide movement against the 
Columbus quincentennial that was 
given organizational form at the 
previous year's gathering in Quito, 
Ecuador. 

Over 600 delegates, guests, and 
observers participated in the event, 
which culminated in a 10,000-strong 
march on October 12, "Columbus 
Day'', made up mostly of members of 
Guatemala's indigenous majority. 
Issues of colonialism, sovereignty, 
sexism, land rights, and human rights 
were discussed and debated. Many 
regional delegations brought docu
ments prepared in advance of the 
conference. 

One of the more controversial 
issues had to do with the future role 
of the "indigenous" and "popular" 
components of the coalition. In Latin 
America, the term "Popular move
ments" refers to community, tenant, 
farmer, labor, women's, and other 
struggles. Many Native delegates 
were leery of having the indigenous 
character of the movement subsumed 
into the interests of movements that, 
in many cases, don't have a history of 
understanding of Native struggles. 
This was reflected in the selection of a 
site for a 1992 October event. Nicara
gua was selected over the objections 
of delegations who preferred Mexico, 
which has a much larger and more 
powerful indigenous movement. 

The 1992 gathering will refer to 
"Indigenous, African, and Popular 
Resistance". Critics sought to insure 
that these constituents would partici
pate as separately organized groups 
rather than as one amorphous one in 
which Native concerns could be put 
on a back burner. 

A unifying theme which emerged 
had to do with the issue of land 
tenancy, with popular and campesino 
groups looking to Native concepts as 
a guide for their struggles. It was 
expected that 1992 will see an in
crease in struggles to take over and 
repossess stolen lands. 

"Let us in the name of the Holy 
Trinity go on sending all the slaves that 
can be sold. 11 

-C,,,._,, dtN • p. 15 of Coltm6u,, Ifs 
&,,,,,,,,, by ,,,_ Ko"'11g 

"But the fifth world had become 
entangled with European names: the 
names of the rivers, the hills, the names of 
the animals and plants - all of creation 
suddenly had two names: an Indian name 
and a white name. Christianity separated 
the people from themselves; it tried to 
crush the single clan name, encouraging 
each person to stand alone, because Jesus 
Christ would save only the individual 
soul; Jesus Christ was not like the Mother 
who loved and cared for them as her 
children, as her family. 

-Ir• ,,,, w ,.,.,.,, "' , .•. .,,,,,,, 
SIio, p. 61 

Journeys: 
Peace and Dignity 
Journeys 1992 

Planning is proceeding for the 
Peace and Dignity Journeys 1992. 
Current plans have two runners 
leaving simultaneously from Alaska 
and Argentina on May 2. The runners 
will be traveling south through North 
America and north through South 
America in relays, joining up with 
tributary runs originating in various 
spots around the hemisphere. The 
culmination of the run will be a 
meeting at the Teotihuacan Pyramid 
site near Mexico City on October 12, 
1992. 

The run is has many purposes. It 
is a spiritual run offered as a prayer 
to heal all nations. It is intended to: 

• reinforce unity among all 
indigenous nations from North, 
South, and Central America; 
• inform the world of the run
ners' desire for a peaceful coexist
ence with the four colors of the 
world; 
• recognize 500 years of strength 
and survival of indigenous 
people's determination to pre
serve language, culture, and 
spirituality; 
• honor Native elders, medicine 
people, heroes, leaders, children, 
future generations, and all of 
those who are in the spiritual 
world; 
• make people aware o( the 
sacredness and delicate balance 
of nature and the environment, 
and; 
• promote a cultural exchange 
between indigenous nations. 
Support in all forms is needed. 

There are regional coordinators all 
over the hemisphere, and all can help 
direct your contributions of time, 
talents, or donations in the best way. 
To get started, contact the central 
office: 

Peace a■cl Dignity Jour11tys 1992 
1701 W. 21st Strttt 
Chicago, ll 60608 

Spiritual Walk: 1992 
and Beyond 

Japanese Buddhist monk Junji 
Shimanuki has organized a group of 
people to walk from San Francisco to 
Washington D.C. this year, to arrive 
on October 12, on the International 
Day of Solidarity with the Indian 
People of the Western Hemisphere. 
They are walking "as a spiritual 
offering to correct the effects of 
colonization and genocide upon 
American Indian nations". 

During the walk, participants will 
be speaking out in an effort to edu
cate the American people about the 
injustices done not only to Indian 
Nations, but also to the world. 

Help is needed: accommodations, 
route setting, speaking presentation, 
food, gas, etc. Contact: 

Junfi Shi■a11kl 
Nippon111 Myohofi 
82 Flor■ Strttt 
S11 fra■cisct, CA 94124 

European Peace 
Pilgrimage Underway 

A group of Europeans are walk
ing from St. Mary's, Georgia to the 
Nevada Nuclear Test Site, to arrive on 
October 12, 1992. They issued this 
statement: "We are walking in the 
USA because the U.S. plans large 
festivals to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of the "discovery" of the 
Americas. We counter this by seeking 
reconciliation with Native Americans, 
who have suffered 500 years of 
continuous oppression. In 1992, five 
centuries after Columbus, we go to 
the USA as Peace Pilgrims. we want 
, to walk a Pilgrimage across the USA 
to call attention to and protest the 
ongoing oppression of Native Ameri
cans, uranium mining, dumping of 
radioactive waste, production and 
testing of nuclear weapons, and to 
urge for a Comprehensive Test Ban. 
In this way, we can to express our 
unity with the Earth, and we hope to 
contribute to Justice, Peace, and the 
Integrity of Creation." The Walk 
Across America for Mother Earth will 
begin and end at approximately the 
same time, but will take a northern 
route. Contact: 

Fri11ds of EPP '92 
A Sldtdtrslaa11 14 
NL-5615 GE Undhoven 
Th, Netherlands 

500 Years of Spiritual 
Walks 

Leaving from Fairbanks, Alaska 
on March 1, 1992, and arriving in 
Mexico City on October 12, the 500 
years of Spiritual Walks is coordi
natoo. by the Mayan Indian Commu
nity, with the help of the Ministry for 
Children, the Center for Mayan 
Studies, and K'inan Le Anahauk. 
These people are walking to "cel
ebrate 500 years of spiritual life, 
conscious of our duties to humanity 
to once again teach the Cosmic 
Knowledge of this continent." Con
tact: 

Th, Ministry of tht Children 
P .0. Box 8396 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Phone 505-983-5281 
FAX 505·988-3852 

Interfaith Pilgrimage 
Planned 

A non-violent 4,800 mile pilgrim
age left Panama City on December 20, 
1991 and will arrive in Washington, 
D.C. on "Columbus Day'', October 12, 
1992. It will go through eight coun
tries and offer an opportunity to 
witness the spiritual and physical 
suffering inflicted by greed and 
ignorance, past and present. Contact: 

Greg H1ss1I 617·262-2940 
Charlts P1terso1215·675-7342 

Walk '92 Honoring 
Wobanaki 

People wishing to "transform the 
tragic legacy of Columbus" will be 
walking across Vermont in July and 
August of this quincentennial year. 
Beyond the planning and carrying 
out of the walk itself, with all of it's 
educational, alliance building, and 
consciousness-raising components, 
the organizers have decided to honor 
the Native practice of planning for 
seven generations by continuing their 
commitment beyond 1992. 

The walk, to begin at the four 
comers of Vermont and converge on 
Montpelier, will involve at least 30 
towns. Contact: 

Joelen Mulva111y 
102-479-1931 

Walk Across America 
Underway 

The Walk Across America for 
Mother Earth began in New York 
City and St. Mary's, Florida, on 
February 1, 1992, and will arrive at 
the Nevada Test Site October 12. The 
goal of the Walk is to counter the 
euphoria surrounding the Quincen
tennial, and also to call attention to 
the continued oppression of Native 
American nations, like nuclear 
weapons testing on Western 
Shoshone land. The two routes are: 
A) from NYC through Columbus, 
OH, St. Louis, Leavenworth, Colo
rado, Nevada, and; B) From Florida 
through Memphis, Oklahoma City, 
Nevada. 

The European Peace Pilgrimage 
will begin and end at approximately 
the same time, but will take a south
ern route. 

Organizers of the Walk Across 
America still need: participants; 
support workers and housing along 
the route; people to organize local 
events when the Walk passes 
through; money; office and other 
supplies. Please contact: 

Walk Across America 
1066 N. High Strttt 
Columbus, OH·43201 
614-291-WALK or 1·800-466-WALK 
or 
Met an of a Commun I ty 
1702 Highway 49 
East St. Mary's, GA 31558 
912-862-4820 

"It may be regarded as certain that 
not a foot of land will ever be taken from 
the Indians without their consent. The 
sacredness of their rights is felt by all 
thinking persons in America as much as 
in Europe." 

-7-o, J,H.,,.,,, i,, Fr•ce, 1114 

"To the people of the New World, 
pagans expecting short and brutish lives, 
void of any hope for the future, had come 
the Christian vision of a merdful God 
and a glorious Heaven. 11 

SUMM!l 1992 

·S..,I Eliot Morison: 
n,, Ew,,,.., Discov,ry of Amtrlco: 
n,, s..,11,.,. v,,.,, 1492-1616 
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BOOKSHELF 
BHl COLUMBUS: HIS ENTERPRISE, 
Hans Konig. 128 pp. paperback, $8.95. 
This book is an -,goging, clearly written 
narrative of Columbus' journeys and inter
actions with people he encountered in the 
Caribbean. Drawing on contemporary 
sources, Konig chronicles the events that set 
in place the 00menlone of the modern colc,
nial era. N- postscript for educalorl. 

BH2 INDIAN GMRS: How the lndi· 
ans of the Americas Tra1sfonned the 
Worid, Jack Weatherford. 255 pp. pq,er
back, $8.95. This groundbreaking work 
documents how Native American agricul
ture, medicine, technologies and pontical 
thought have profoundly shaped todays 
world. • 

BH3 OPEN VEINS OF LATIN AMERI
CA: rift Centwies of the Pillage of a Con
ment, Eduardo Galeano. 308 pp. i:q,er
back, $10.00. Passionately written, meticu
lously researched, banned by didalors, this 
pioneering ~ lays out Latin America's 
turbulent hislory from Columbus' unwitting 
arrival lo the relentless battering by the In
ternational Monetary Fund. A great intro
duction lo tr.e region. 

MEMORY OF FIRE, Eduardo Galeano. An 
epic slory of the Americas, told by many 
voices. With entries for virtuaUy fNery year 
of the past five centuries told with passion, 
anger and humor. This trilogy gives )'OU not 
only the fads, but the feel. BrU GENESIS 
(vol.I) c:oven the time up the end of the 
1600s. 282 pp. i:q,erback, $1'.00. BH5 
FAaS AND MASKS (vol.II) 1700-1900. 
259 pp. paperback, $1.4.00. BH6 CEN• 
1\JRY OF THE WIND (w,l.111) The twentielh 
century. 279 pp. i:q,erback, $14.00. 

8H7 THE CONQUEST OF PARADISE, t , 

Kirkpatrick. Sale. 428 pp. paperback, 
$7 .95. A rfNisionist assessment of Columbus 
that counters the myth of the •great ex
plorer.• Sale focuses on Columbus as the 
produd of an unstable, dispiri~ Europe. 
He explores how European YN1W1 ol nature 
resuhed in widespread environmental dev
astation. 

BH9 HOW EUROPE UNDERDEVEL· 
OPED AFRICA. Wdler Rodney. 288 pp. 
papaniaci, $8.95. A pionwing work by 
the lale ~ scholar/activist. Rodney 
uplora economic development and trade 
in Africa before and after the arrival of the 
European 00lonial and slave system. First 
published in 1971, rfNised edition in 1981. 

BHl 4 DANGEROUS MEMORIES: lnw· 
sions & Resistance Since 1-492. Large 
format paperback, 272 pp, $17.00. Hun
dreds of excerpts, quotes & graphics high
~ght a rich and complex hislory of a,nquesl 
and grassroots response. Includes pre-00n
quest histories and sections on Indigenous, 
African American & Central American resis
tance, culture and teaching strategies. 
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BHl 7 WHAT IT FEELS LIKE TO BE 
DISCOVERED, Deborah Small. $15.00. 
Poems, quotes and contemporary illustra· 
lions expose the racial, sexual and economic 
underpinnings of conquest. 

POST E RS PosloB are delivered in a sturdy mailing tube. 
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HP .405 Zapata. The honored leader of 
Mexico's Indian revolution. Black & white, 
24' X 36'. $10.95 
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HP 452 Kiyampu. Commemorates 
50th anniversary of interment of U.S 
citizens during WWII. Orange/brown 
&black.17'x22'.$10.95 

HP 150 llegal Alien. Immigration in 
perspective. Black & white. 1 7• x 23'. 
$5.95 

HP 193 Then They Came. A hard but vital lesson on 
unity. Red, green & black. 16' x 23'. $7.95 

HP 164 Folk lnsll'vments of Lalin America. Almost 60 of 
the region's thousands of musical instruments from many 
cultures. Black on tan. 17' x 22'. $3.95 

.. 

' 
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ouCRh 
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HP 157 If~ can walk. Popular wisdom 
from Zimbabwe. Red, green & black on 
cream. 11• x 17'. $3.95 

. ·,· , BHl 5 HOW TO '92: Model Actions 
for a Post-Calumbian Worid. Maga
zine format, 34 pp. An adivist guide 
to community action on the quinc.en
tennial with emphasis on art/cultural 
activity. Sedions on public art, 
demotadics, guerrilla actions, media 
adivism and more. By Alliance for 
Cultural Democracy and friends. 

' , 
• l ' l ~~ 
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1 - 9 copies $2.00 ea 
10-19 copies $1.50 ea 
20-199 copies $1.25 ea 
200 + copies $1 .00 ea 

HP 382 We en part of this ecrth. Blue & red on white. 
17' X 23". $5.95 

BHl 6 RETHINKING COLUMBUS . 
Magazine format, 94 pp, $4.00. 
Essays, lessons, short stories, in· 
terviews and annotated bibliogra
phy for teaching the quincenten
nicil. Appropriate material for kin· 
dergarten through adulthood. By 
Retliinking Schools and the Net
work of Educators on Central 
America. 



' 
S H I RT S Our T-shirts are high guality cotton h~iQhts. They are all union mcx:le exceP,t for the rare instances when these are not available. They 

a are all union printea. Se sure to specify what size you want (or we will automatically send you a large). T-shirts come in small, medium, large 
and extra large. 

TH 4 Honar Treaties. Gold on red. $9.95 

TH 21 Puerto Rico I.in. Reel & blue on white. $11.95 

HP 462 Washing One's Hands. 
Paulo Friene quote. Black & red on 
white. 17" X 22'. $9.95 

HP 451 Who WI a.liev.? Quotes by 
Columbus & Las Casas, based on prints by 
lheodoro DeBry of the conquest. Light green 
& brown on wliite. 17' x 22'. $10.95 

TH 74 Zapata. Black & gold on white. $11.95 TH 7 6 Day of lhe Dead. Puffed white, blood red on black. 
$11.95 

Gracias a la vida 

TH 28 500 Years. Reel & black on cream. $11.95 TH 45 Gracias a la Vida. Red, yollow & blue on white. 
$11.95 

African-American workers under the U.S. slave system. 

For four centuries, millions or African people were forcibly 
taken Crom their homelands and brought lo the Americas. 
They and their descendants were made lo work their entire 
lives for no pay for wealthy landowners and businesses. They 
were bought and sold as though they were property. From the 
beginning, lhese workers rebelled, escaped and organized. 
Many rebellions were suppressed by the owners and the 
government. Freedom was finally won during the Civil War. 
Their descendants still resist a system or discrimination 
meant to keep them as a source of cheap labor. 

HP 442 US °5law Sysllm. Tan & brown print from 
historic photo. 17 x 22. $8.95 

TH 37 Makolm X. Ivory & copper on black. $11. 95 

MHl Buttons: This 1-3/4' button 
is a great conversation starter. Black 
& reel on ivory. 
1-9•75¢ea 10·.49•55¢ea 
50+ • 35¢ ea 

MH2 Stickers: Self adhesive paper 
2' stickers. Black & red on ivory. 
10 • $1.00 50 • $4.50 
100 • $8.00 500 • $38.00 
1000 • $70.00 

Alliance for Cultural Democracy• PO Box 7591 • Minneapolis, MN SS407 

ORDER FORM 

NAME DATE 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

5TATE/PlOI. ZIP 

DAYTIME PHONE 

PAYMENT: D check or money order D Maslwcard D VISA 
MAKE Cl-£00 PAYABLE TO: ACD 

CARDNO. 

NAME ON CARD 

EXP. DATE 

Pl.EASE OBSERVE A $ 15 MINIMUM ON CREDIT CARD ORDERS. 

Cat. No. 119m Descl1)1ion T·siD Qty. Price Total 

PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Merchandise Total 

"Tax: MN 6 1 /2%, Ml 4%, OH, IL, IN, WI 5% (No tax on T-shirts) Total with Discount 

Send me __ more copies of buracan Sh.,.,ing & handling 
If an item is out of stock: Tax• 
D Back order D SubstiMe similar item D Credit the amount 

Rec. Ship Acct. Spec. Total 
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Arts, Film, and Video 
JEWISH HISTORY IN PHOTOS cide. The subtitle, ''The Journey 

''The Expulsion of the Jews = 500 Home", is about indigenous people 
Years of Exodus: A Photo History reclaiming their identities. The return 
from the Inquisition to the Present'' is is a symbol of "cultural resurrection; 
the title of a photo exhibit by Yale a sense of wholeness and an assump-
Strom at the St. Paul, Minnesota tion of the continuing battles as one's 
Jewish Community Center. Opening own ... it expresses Indian resistance." 
in November. The prose and poetry of Cesar 

Jewish Co■111111fty Center Daila Andrade is woven throughout 
1375 St. Paul Ave. the video, using excerpts from his 
St. Paul, MN 55116 Boletin y Elogia de las Mitas as a 
Pho■e (612) 698-0751 narrative to the story: 

PROJEOIONS IN PUBLIC They deliberately brought that 
Christ A group of artists have created a 
amongst spears, flags, and horses. 

projection project in slide form as a 
And in his name I was forced to 

way of questioning how the official 
embrace hunger, 

celebration of the Columbus 
thirst, 

quincentenary contributes to cultural 
services to the church, imperialism. Entitled "1992: Con-
daily lashes, 

quests Do Not Belong Only To The 
the death and disgrace of my 

Past-Projections in Public'', these 
reproductions of original work race." 

created around the 1492-1992 con- "After 500 Years: The Journey 
cerns focus on situations which have Home" is available from: 
not changed much since the "times of Latf11 l111erf ca■ Co111cll of Churches 
conquest''. Karen Atkinson, one of the Av. Patrf■ 640 y A11111ones 
originators of the project, is dealing Pfse 11, Casilla 85·22 
specifically with issues of women and Quite, Ecuador 
the language of tourism as discovered 

COLUMBUS ON TRIAL in 1492. Others examine elementary 
school education, the "gifts" of the A unique, multimedia trial of 
Spaniards to the inhabitants of the Admiral Columbus is being planned 
"discovered islands", nationality, by the Colorado-based Latin America 
contemporary advertising, history, Media Project. The impact of "Colum-
and other aspects of the Columbian bus" (the symbol) on the Americas is 
legacy as they affect our lives in 1992. considered in the context of the past, 

The project has been shown in present, and future. The trial (using 
various shops and public places in video, performance, and other media) 
cities around the country, striving to will be based on a dual justice system 
include the work of artists from the using European and indigenous 
host cities. Contact: models. Contact: 

Kar11 Atkinson Kathy Fox 
3348 West 9th #9 6538 Eaton St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90006 Arrada, CO 80003 
Phone 213-381-5873 Pho111 (804)771·7003 

• AFTER 500 YEARS" VIDEO SURVIVING COLUMBUS 
"After 500 Years: The Journey This 30 minute documentary, the 

Home", shot in Ecuador, is the story first part of a multi-part series 
of Pedro Quitumbe, an indigenous planned for 1992, tells the story of the 
man living in contemporary Quito, first encounters between the Zuni and 
who decides to return to his home the Spanish. The video is available 
village and his people's traditional from: 
way of life. The film is an attempt to lnstft1t• of A111trfca11 l1dla11 Arts 
show the indigenous people of the College of Sa11ta Ft 
Americas as the inheritors of two P .0. Box 20007 
legacies: their own cultural heritage Sa■ta Fe, NM 87594 
and post-Columbian cultural geno- P•111• 505-911-6603 

ECONOMIC FACTS 
Ever since the federal government started forcing native peoples onto 

reservations, Native American economies and cultures have been controlled by 
the U.S. government, first through the War Department and then through the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). The results have been devastating. 

Half of Native Americans living on reservations lived in poverty in 1980, as 
compared with 12% of the United States as a whole. The infant mortality rate in 
1987 among all Native Americans was 27.5 deaths per thousand births, almost 
double the average U.S. rate. One-fifth of Native Americans living on reserva
tions received public assistance. Unemployment in 1980 among males aged 30 
to 54 was a shocking 64%. Deaths from alcoholism among all Native Ameri
cans, living both on and off reservations, was 27%, over five times the average 
U.S. rate. And the suicide rate was 15 per 100,000 in 1988, four percentage 
points higher than the United States as a whole. 

Data frOM Doa.s ,_ S..se, Orto'1t, 1991 

"The answer to the question of whether Columbus discovered America ... is 
philosophical. He and the other explorers discovered America for significant history; 
, that is, history that means something in terms of art, philosophy, and science." [empha

,. sis in the original] 
·Jeffrey Hart, wrltmg ht Notlo,a le"MW, Oct 15, 1990. 
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COUNTER·COLONIALISMO Institutions: Sale $89.95, Rental $45. 
is a touring exhibition including (Add $5 shipping and handling.) 

many Native and Chicano artists. Contact: 
Organized by Centro Cultural de la TURNING TIDE PRODUCTIONS 
Raza, Mars Art Space and Mexic- PO BO1864 
Arte. May 16-June 22 at Diverse WENDELL, MA 01379 
Works, Houston Texas. Contact: PHONE (508) 544-8313 

Patricia Chavez WHEELS OF JUSTICE 
(619) 235-6135 The Gabriel Dumont Institute/ 

SUNTEP has produced a play about 
POSTER EXHIBIT ON Columbus called "Wheels of Justice". 
QUINCENTENNIAL They have also organized workshops 

The Center for the Study of on issues pertaining to the 
Political Graphics has a new exhibi- quincentennial and have a resource 
tion to illustrate the 500th anniversary collection available. 
of Columbus' arrival. This exhibit of Gabriel D1mont lnstft1te/SUNTEP 
international and domestic political 48-121• St. E. 
posters will give visual and emotional Prfnct Albert, SK, Canada 56V 116 
access to the hidden history of the Phone (306) 764-1797 
Quincentennial, and to the roots of 
many of the social and economic INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF THE 
problems facing us today. AMERICAS FILM AND VIDEO FESTIVAL 

The four-part exhibit will be fully Coalition 1992 is working with 
translated and annotated. Part I will Video Tiers Monde to organize the 
examine the genocide, slavery and Indigenous Peoples of the Americas 
forced relocation of Native Ameri- Film and Video Festival. It will take 
cans, Mexican-Americans, African- place in November, 1992 in Montreal 
Americans and Japanese-Americans. and other Quebec communities. 
Part II will compare the idea of the Contact: 
U.S. as a "melting pot'' with the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas 
realities of the immigrant experience. 3575 Bovl. St. Laurent, #510 
Part III will illustrate the ongoing Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2X 2T7 
struggles for liberation in Latin Phone (514) 843-5092 
America, and Part N will express 
people's hopes, dreams and efforts NEW RESISTANCE VIDEO 
for a better world. For more informa- A new video on the theme of 
tion, please contact: resistance is now available from 

The Center for the Study of Political Collision Course Video Productions. 
Graphics Entitled "The Columbus Invasion: 
8124 West Third Street #211 Colonialism and Indian Resistance", 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 the 1/2 hour video offers a history of 
Phone (213) 6S3·4662 "the European invasion of the Indian 

hemisphere", complete with eyewit-
•COLUMBUS DIDN'T DISCOVER US" ness pictures from the earliest Indian 

A video of Indigenous people's and European sources. 
perspectives on the Columbus Narrated by June LeGrand, 
Quincentennial from across the Miguel Molina, and John Curl, 
Americas. It features interviews with individual copies are available for 
indigenous activists from North, $15. Wholesale and institutional rates 
South, and Central America, filmed at available. Contact: 
the historic First Continental Confer- Collisio11 Course Video Productions 
ence of Indigenous Peoples which P.O. Box 347383 
took place in Quito, Ecuador in July, Sa■ Francisco, Cl 94134-7383 
1990. Available in English or Spanish Phone (415) 587-0818 
versions. Excerpts have been broad-
cast nationally over PBS in the 
primetime series, ''The 90s." 25 
minutes/VHS video. Low-Income 
Groups: Sale $39.95, Rental $20. 

"Did Columbus 'discover' America? Yes, in every important respect." "Before 
1492, what is now the United States was sparsely inhabited, unused, and underdevel
oped. The inhabitants were primarily wandering hunter-gatherers, living hand-to
mouth and day-to-day. There was virtually no change, no growth for thousands of 
years. There was no wheel, no written language, little agriculture, and scant permanent 
settlement; but there were endless, bloody wars. With rare exception, life was nasty, 
boorish, and short. Whatever the problems it brought, the vilified Western culture also 
brought enormous, undreamed-of benefits, without which most of today's Indians 
would be infinitely poorer or not even alive." "We should honor Western civilization 
not for the ethnocentric reason that some of us happen to have European ancestors but 
because it is the objectively superior culture." 

·Micha,/ S. 1,,n,,,,., Exec11tiv, Dhctor of fff Ap Rm,/ 
/111tlh,te hi Callornio. 
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Publications of Note 
HOWTO'92 quincentennial, has come off the America"; ''The Shrinking Forest''; in Ecuador," ''The End of Moorish 

This 32 page magazine-format presses. Made up of 95 pages in a "Solidarity Since Oka"; "Uranium" Enlightenment and the Beginning of 
guide is filled with organizing ideas magazine format, Rethinking Colum- Completing The Cycle"; and more. the Columbian Era", as well as pieces 
and activities for action around the bus includes a wide variety of materi- Staff and-printers are union mem- on Columbomania in the U.S. and 
quincentennial with a special empha- als geared toward educators. Intro- bers. Subscriptions cost (Canadian) Spain. Published in London, subscrip-
sis on use of artistic creativity. In- ductory articles, features on back- $20.33 for individuals and $28.89 for tions cost $22 US ($40 to institutions), 
eludes articles on Media Activism, ground and context, historical docu- institutions. or $6.50 plus shipping for a single is-
Murals, Guerrilla Actions, Educa- ments, and articles on contemporary Brlarpatch H11to■ Hou, sue. 
tions, Demo-tactics, and more. Pro- native struggles combine with a 2138 Md1tyre St. Expediters of th, Printed Word 
duced by Alliance of Cultural Democ- teaching guide, poems, a lengthy re- R,gl■a, Saskatchewan S4P2R7 2323 Randolph Ave. 
racy. Order from Marketplace Sec- source guide, and action ideas to ere- Phone (306) 525·2949 Ave11I, NJ O 7001 
tion, this issue of 6waccit. ate a powerful and practical tool for 

teachers. Highly recommended. $4.00 CENTRAL AMERICA IN THE ESTA TIERRA NUESTRA 
500 YEARS ORGANIZING PACKET IS each, discounts for orders of 10 or CLASSROOM is a quarterly Latin America-wide 
OUT more. Contact: is the quarterly newsletter of the magazine servicing popular move-

A packet of information for com- R,thl1kl19 Schools Network of Educators on Central ments. Issue #4 (fourth quarter 1991) 
munity organizers, teachers, and 1001 E. KHfe Aven11 America. The Winter 1992 issue fo- is on the theme "500 Anos de 
other interested people is now avail- MllwaukH, WI 53212 cuses on myths and legends of Latin Resistencia lndigena, Negra y Popu-
able from the South and Phone 414·964·9646 America along with news, reviews lar''. Scores of articles (all in Spanish) 
MesoAmerican Indian Information 

SUPERCOLON: ADMIRAL OF THE 
and resources for teachers. $15 per cover struggles of Native, Black and 

Center (SAIIC), including a directory year individual, $25 institutions. other. grassroots movements from 
of international organizations work- OCEAN SEA NECA throughout the region with reporting 
ing on quincentennial activities, testi- Available in Spring, 1992, 1118 22nd St. NW on the Mapuche, Miskito, Xicaques, 
monials from Indian people in South SUPERCOL6N will be a bilingual, Washington, D.C. 20037 Afro-Honduran, and other peoples. 
and Meso America, educational re- historical comic book by Kristine Phone (202) 429-0137 Included are interviews and re-
sources, and other tools for action. Smock and Jennifer Heath to counter ports on quincentennial activities and 
$10 + $1.75 postage. To get a copy of prevailing myths about Christopher BLACK REPARATIONS UPDATE perspectives. Subscription prices not 
500 YEARS OF RESISTANCE: RE- Columbus' 1492 voyage. 1,000 copies A newsletter is now available to listed. 
SOURCES FOR ACTION, contact: will be distributed, for cost of post- keep you up to date on what's hap- Esta Tierra Nuestra 

SAIIC age, to teachers and students, grades pening in the movement to obtain Equlpo Editorial, S.C. 
P .0. Box 28703 6-12, in the Denver-Boulder area. reparations for the massive wealth Amsterdam, 33·1 
Oakland, CA 94604 Workshops for students on "How to that has been stolen from Africans Colonia Hipo·dromo 
Pllone 510·834·4263 Make Your Own Historical Comic'' -a and those of African descent since the 06100 Mexf co, D.F. 
FAX 510·834·4264 fun, effective teaching tool - and time of Columbus. The issue that we Phone 211 ·86·86 

QUINCENTENNIAL ACTIVISM LIST 
slide presentations about the upcom- have of Black Reparations Update in-

REPORT ON THE AMERICAS ing Quincentennial will be offered eludes a history of reparations pay-
AVAILABLE (for a small fee) during the fall semes- ments already made by various na- The Feb. 1992 issue of NACLA's 

The Women's International ter of 1992. For more information, tion-states to different groups over magazine is titled ''The Black Ameri-
League for Peace and Freedom has please call (303) 444-1885 or (303)494- the past 40 years, info on legislative cas 1492-1992." Included are articles 
published a 16-page list of organiza- 3853. Books are also available for non- initiatives around reparations, quotes, on Black consciousness in Latin 
tions, coalitions, and resources for al- scholastic organizations and indi- and a form letter on reparations to America, Maroons of the Caribbean, 
ternative observances of the viduals. Sponsored by the Chinook send to your federal legislator. Slavery, Brazil, Colombia, and racial 
quincentennial. Arranged by cat- Fund, Neo-Data Endowment & the Subscriptions are $15 for 12 is- mixture in Brasil and Cuba. $22 per 
egory, including National/lnterna- Boulder Arts Commission. Please sues. Contact: year. For this special issue see Mar-
tional; Regional/Local; Media; Arts; write for fee schedule to: llack Reparatlo11 Press ketplace section, this issue. Other-
Exhibitions. Indigenous-led groups SUPER COLON P.O. 811 1397 wise: 
are noted. Contact: 1838 PIH StrHt Rockville, MD 20149· 1397 NACLA 

WILPF IHl~er, CO 80302 475 Riverside Dr. Suite 454 
1213 Race StrHt NEW INTERNATIONALIST New York, NY 10115 ---
P•Hadelphla, PA 19107 • 1691 COLUMBUS POSTERS The December issue of the NEW 
P•one 215-563-7110 The Episcopal Council of Indian INTERNATIONALIST is devoted to CREATION SPIRITUALITY MAGAZINE 
FAX 215·864-2022 Ministries has produced a powerful background on some of the issues The Sept/Oct 1991 issue explores 

RESOURCE KIT IN CANADA 
set of 4 posters challenging the raised by the Columbus quincenten- the quincentennial from a spiritual 
quincentennial. "Queen Isabella nial. Featuring a mix of facts and in- perspective, with articles on Native 

The Indigenous People's Support wasn't the only one to pay for Colum- terpretation by writers from Uruguay American, European Christian and 
Network has just published a re- bus' voyage," proclaims one poster to Canada, this issue is a useful addi- Spanish Jews and Muslims. $20 per 
source kit focusing on four areas: 500 over an engraving of Spanish atroci- tion to the "quincentennial library'' of year. 
Years of Resistance and Survival; ties. The others in the series are the 1992 activist. Creatl11 Spirituality 
Modem Day Colonialism; Solidarity; equally pointed. Posters are $10 each. Single issues $2.75; cheaper bulk 160 E. Vlrgl1la St. #290 
and Where to Start. Contact: issues available. Contact: Sa1 Jose, CA 9 S 112 

Concrete action suggestions, fact Episcopal Parish Services NEW INTERNATIONALIST 500 Pho11 (408) 286-8505 
sheets, resource listings, background 815 Seco■d Ave. 1011 Bloor St. West, Ste 300 
information on issues of concern to New York, NY 10017·4593 Tero■t,, ON Canada M6H 1M1 RAINFOREST ACTION/FUNDACAO 
indigenous people, curriculum ideas, Phone (212) 661·1253 MATA VIRGEM 
and an extensive list of indigenous or- [out of NY (800) 334-7626] RACE & CLASS is a newsletter published by the 
ganizations in Canada are all in-

BRIARPATCH 
has published an extraordinary two organizations named - one 

eluded. $15.00. Contact: issue entitled ''The Curse of Colum- North American, the other Brazilian 
Mark Priest "Saskatchewan's independent bus". The articles, arranged in three - which are devoted to protecting 
lndl911011 People's Support news magazine" has produced a fine sections, called ''The Record", ''The the rainforest and the human rights of 
Network April, 1992 issue on the theme of "500 Myth" and ''The Aftermath", are its inhabitants. The Winter 1992 issue 
356 Q11en Avenue years of resistance and survival. .. firmly rooted in understanding of the includes articles on indigenous terri-
l11do1, ON Canada NH 116 combating colonialism." Articles ex- origins of modem conditions in the torial rights in South America, inter-

plore issues of history and contempo- era of the early conquest. Authors national support for rainforest dwell-
RETHINKING COLUMBUS rary struggles. Some titles: "Colum- such as Jan Carew, Basil Davidson ers, Native response to the U.N. Con-

Rethinking Columbus, the special bus Inc."; on Expo '92; "Indigenous and Tomas Borge cover topics includ- ference on the Environment and De-
edition of ''Rethinking Schools" Women & 500 Years of Oppression"; ing "Columbus: The Blood and Bones velopment slated for Rio de Janeiro in 
•magazine that focuses on the "Cultural Genocide in Latin of Racism", "Indigenous Land Rights CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 
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Community Radio & the Columbian Legacy 
by Sharon Jaffe 

Many of the communities in 
which I live - the lesbian, the 
feminist, the progressive Jewish, the 
progressive white, the activist -
many of these communities struggle 
to resist the power elite as we 
struggle to create our own sense of 
culture, ethics, art, business ... As the 
quincentennial looms into view I hear 
many indigenous people and their 
allies say that they want to find ways 
to present their stories of resistance. 
Out of this hearing grows a project 
which is gestating among a commit
tee of volunteers and staff at KF AI 
community radio in Minneapolis and 
St Paul. I'm writing this in order to 
inspire you, as you work to present 
alternative his/herstories of the 
quincentennial, to figure out how to 
make the best of the resources you 
have in your community. 

Community radio offers an 
excellent organizing tool for a com
munity to communicate with itself, as 
well as for various communities to 
interact with each other. To me, this is 
the beauty of community radio. Yes, 
it serves to provide alternative 
information, news, opinions, music, 
cultural criticism. Yes and, most 
important for me, the heart of com
munity radio gives those of us who 
live and work on the edges of ameri
ka the strength to be who we are. 

The central theme of KF AI' s 
project concerns weaving together 
multiple perspectives on the his/ 
herstory of the last five hundred 
years. In•this way we can walk into 
the future. There are three main 
avenues of the project. 

One is the programming. Another 
is using the radio station as a commu
nity resource. Thirdly, we hope to 
facilitate community organizing so 
that the information presented 
doesn't fall into a vacuum, but rather 
acts like seeds in a garden to grow 
into food and beauty. 

The basic theory behind the 
programming is to weave together 
the effects of the quincentennial. For 
some people, delving into the histori
cal information counteracts propa
ganda. For others, playing indigenous 
music, or commenting on the roots of 
musical traditions, brings into focus 
the cultural and physical genocide of 
indigenous people since 1492. An
other tack is to produce political 
satire. Still another method involves 
producing shows which highlight 
specific themes: for example, conse
quences of the Conquest on women 
or poor Europeans or the relation 
between the African slave trade and 
Asian labor used to build railways. 

Okay, speaking concretely, the 
programming plan so far looks like 
this: volunteer programmers will 
integrate quincentennial themes into 
their regular programming, which 
will be sprinkled with specially 
prepared information and programs. 
This means lots of people will get 
involved. Starting in January 1992, 
the quincentennial coordinators will 
offer workshops to provide informa
tion and programming suggestions. 
The music library committee is 
soliciting indigenous music. The 
news department is preparing a daily 
quincentennial calendar. A growing 
group of people who like to research 
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are preparing text that people who 
like to fool around with technology 
will translate into sound bites. The 
text will vary from snippets of 
Columbus' journal to shared ideas for 
recreating our world. 

One thing I need to stress is that 
our work includes connecting the 
quincentennial with the genocide of 
peo,ples here in the Americas, with 
the rise of capitalism, with the 
displacement of poor indigenous 
Europeans, with the colonization of 
women, with the burning of women 
and gay men during the inquisitions, 
with the rise. of the modern nation 
state begun by the unification of the 
Iberian peninsula wben Spain kicked 
out the Jews and Moors, with the 
bringing to these continents of 
Africans as slaves, with the conquest 
of land which in the US meant that 
Asian peoples were brought to the US 
in economic slavery, and with other 
aspects of injustice. A major purpose 
of radio programming is to educate 
each other as to the parallel and inter
secting forms of injustice and commu
nity resistance to that injustice. 

For instance, during International 
Women's Day on March 8, women 
from many nations will join with 
women in the labor union move-

ments to present their legacies and 
strategies of resistance. Another 
example concerns the give and take 
between community radio stations, as 
seen in the symbiotic relationship 
between KF AI in the Twin Cities and 
Superior Radio Network in the 
farther north of Minnesota and" 
northwest:em Wisconsi,n. This will 
strengthen~ communication.arid 
our work in years ahead. 

Community radio, as a commu
nity resource, has the ability to 
organiz.e people to respond quickly to 
·quint'ellwnnial propaganda. In this 
way KFAI can mobilize responses, 
present alternative information, and 
be a haven for those of us on tlie 
edge. Also, for KFAl to act as a 
community resource means that more 
people and community groups will 
take advantage of alternative media. 
This will strengthen the communities 
and, very importantly, will facilitate a 
working network among activists. 
This will come in handy in th~ future. 

Lastly, what is the interaction 
between media and organizing? Is 
presenting information enough? Can 
community radio engage in organiz
ing its constituents to action? How? 
These are questions which the entire 
radio station is asking itself. There are 

Groups and Organizations 
THE CALGARY 1992 COMMITTEE 

brings together South And 
Central American, Caribbean, Ab
original and non-Aboriginal Canadi
ans to raise awareness about the 
impact of 500 years of Colonialism. 
They hope to organize a conference in 
the fall of 1992. 

Calgary 1992 Co11mltttt 
309-223 12th An. S. 
Calgary, AB 
Canada T2R OG9 
Pho■t (403) 269-3755 
Fax (403) 233-2074 

WINNIPEG ORGANIZING 
The 1992 Committee Supporting 

500 Years of Indigenous Resistance 
has planned a variety of workshops, a 
concert and a play, "To Begin Again" 
(July 17-26) at the Fringe Festival. 
Contact: 

1992 Co1111ltttt Supportl■g 500 
Years of l■dlge■ous Rtslsta■ce 
Box 232 
Wl111lpe9, Ml 
Canad■ R3C OJI 
Phtne (204) 582-2383 
Fax (204) 582-6468 

ORIGINAL WOMEN'S NETWORK 
has initiated the First National 

Information Service to disseminate 
information on the quincentennial 
resistance movement throughout the 
Americas. They will produce half
hour news cassettes with half of the 
information reflecting the news of 
First National women. Contact: 

Original Wo■t■' s Network 
356A Stella Avt 
Winnipeg, MB 
Canada R2W 2T9 
Phone (204) 582-2383 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES SUPPORT 
NETWORK (OXFAM-CANADA) 

publishes ''Indigenous Update" 
newsletter and a resource/ education 
kit focussing on 500 years of resis
tance, solidarity and modem day 
colonialism 

l ■dlgtnoH Peoples Support Network 
356 011111 An. 
lo■do■, ON 
Ca■ada N61 116 
Pho■t (519) 432-2123 

VANCOUVER ORGANIZING 
The 500 Years of Indigenous, 

Black and Popular Resistance Com
mittee is engaged in creating events 
on the 500 years. They organized an 
International Women's Day event 
bringing together First Nations 
women from Canada and a Mapuche 
woman from Chile. Contact: 

ldllu H1w■rd 
Va■counr, IC 
p .... (604) 436-9261 

1992 COMMITTEE 
brings together several organiza

tions which support self-determina
tion and development for First 
Nations people in the Americas. 
Contact: 

1992 Co11111ltttt 
3115 Veith St. 
Halifax, NS 
C11ad1 131( 3G9 
Pho■t (902) 454-S 182 
Fax (902) 454-4766 

two hundred and fifty volunteers and 
forty thousand listeners talking 
loudly and passionately about these 
things in Minneapolis/St. Paul. This 
creating and sustaining of a participa
tory community is, in itself, an act of 
resistance. By jostling the collective 
memories to tell our stories, by listen
ing, by talking, we are collaborating 
in constructing our community. 

Each of these ingredients is 
important to KFAI's quincentennial 
project. We hope to stir up lots of 
thoughts and feelings. We hope to 
brew up trouble. 

We hope to get each other work
ing to find ways to stand on the resis
tance of the last five hundred years; 
it's fertile ground we walk upon. 

I hope this report helps you to 
think about what resources there are 
in your community that can help you 
to use the quincentennial as a teach
able moment, a time to strengthen 
alliances, to reflect and resist. 

Sharon Jaffe is on the Board of Direc
tors of KF AI "Fresh Air" Radio, and 
produces a weekly women's radio show. 

For further information, please contact: 
Lisa Johnso■ 
KFAI Radio 
1808 Riverside Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 t;1 

THE MOMENT PROJECT 
The Jesuit Centre for Social Faith 

& Justice (The Moment Project) has 
created "the Moment" workshops on 
500 years of resistance which provide 
a process for participatory political 
analysis. 

The Jts11lt C111ttr for Social Faith & 
JHtlCe 
947 011111 St. E. 
Toro■t1, ON 
Ca■ada M4M 1 J9 
Phone (416) 469-1123 
Fax (416) 469-3579 

TORONAH SUPPORT GROUPS 
was a response to initiatives from 

Central and South America and 
focuses on the arts and literary world. 
With other groups they have pro
duced 500 year resource packets. 
Contact: 

T oro■ah S11pport GrHps 
P.O. Box 591, Station A 
Toro■to, ON, Ca■ada MSW 1E4 
Pho■t (416) 964-7337 

ABORIGINAL RIGHTS 
the Aboriginal Rights Coalition 

(Project North) has produced confer
ences and publications on the 500 
Years of Indigenous Struggles. 
Contact: 

ARC (Profect North) 
1 S 1 la11rltr Avt. E. 
Ottawa, ON 
Ca■ada K 1 N 6N8 
Pho■ e (613) 235-9956 
Fax (613) 235-1302 
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LANDING RIGHTS TO BE DENiED 
The Indigenous Resistance 

Resource Network is calling on tribes, 
organiz.ations and individuals to join 
in opposing the plans of the Port of 
Long Beach, California to host the 
replicas of Columbus' ships in 
November (and, possibly, September) 
of 1992. Pressure is to be applied to 
the Long Beach City Council, and the 
Network has circulated a letter which 
supporters are asked to sign. 

Indigenous ltslsta1ee Resource Network 
259 Termlno AYt. 
Lo■g Beach, CA 90103 
Phone (310) 433-2469 or 434-3002 

CULTURAL SURVIVAL CALLS FOR INPUT 
The people over at the Center for 

Cultural Survival, publishers of the 
quarterly magazine Cultural Survival, 
will be pubUshing two leaflets 
regarding theilpProachlng 500 year 
anniversary of Columbus' arrival in 
~e hemisphere. One will focus on 
events taking place in the U-.S., and 
the other will cover events in Central 
and South America. Plans are to 
possibly include presentations of 
native viewpoints on the event, info 
about indigenous movements and 
organiz.ations, a bibliography on 
quincentennial themes, and a sched
ule of events. 

The leaflets will be circulated as a 
resource guide to organiz.ations 
throughout Central and South 
America. If your organiz.ation wishes 
to contribute to the project, contact: 

Cultural Survival 
11 Dlvl nlty Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
Phone 617-496·8786 

CALL FOR ARTISTS 
The Witness magazine in Brook

lyn, NY, is seeking artwork for an 
ongoing social justice feature, espe
cially artwork related to the Quincen
tennial. Pays $30 per image if used. 
No deadline. Send nonreturnable 
slides, copies and photos to: 

The Witness 
c/ o Virginia Maksymowlcz 
360 92nd Strttt 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 

BLACK PEOPLES RESEARCH PROJEO 
A newly formed non-profit 

organiz.ation founded to preserve the 
history of Black people. It is starting a 
global fact-finding mission beginning 
in Mexico, Central, and South Ameri
ca. This organiz.ation is in need of 
your support and donations. Contact 

llack Peoples Rtse■rc~ Proltct 
P.O. ltx 75073 
St. P11I, MN 55175 
Phone 612-292•1716 

1992/KAIROS USA 
1992/I<airos USA is a partnership 

movement of local and national 
groups and churches whose commit
ment is to the work of repentance, 
conversion, and concrete actions. 
They state that "U.S. Christians stand 
in need of confession for corporate 
sins continuing unabated now for 500 
years. The soul of America yearns for 
redress, reparation, and reconciliation 
with Native Americans, African 
Americans, and other ethnic peoples. 
True repentance, we understand, is 
far more than acts of public apology. 
Repentance is change. It will surely 
require a complete transformation of 

the dominating culture, beginning 
with ourselves in the church. It goes 
without saying that it is the Eurocen
tric white community in our move
ment that bears special responsibility 
for this particular work of transfor
mation." 

Concretely, Kairos has committed 
itself to work toward a broad faith
based movement with several goals 
in the short term: 1) Develop and 
distribute. educational materials on 
the truth of 1492; 2) Develop liturgical 
materials and actions; 3) Encourage 
intercession and political solidarity 
with the initiatives of Native, African
American, and racial-ethnic commu
nities; 4) Plan culminating events, 
both local and national, for October 
1992, and; 5) Facilitate a theological 
process that might result in a USA 
I<airos document. Contact: 

Sandy T 1h11tta 
475 Rlvtrslde Dr. R11. 572 

t N,w York, NY HH 15 
' Pho111212-870·2387 

ENGLISH JIACKS & AmR 500 YEARS 
Liverpool is to be the terminus in 

Europe of the race of th-a Tall ships, a 
race organized to commemorate 
Columbus' voyage. The Liverpool 
Anti-Racist and community arts 
association is trying to complete a 
series of projects# including installa
tions, posters and cotnic books, on the 
Resistance 500 campaign. These 
materials would be used to educate 
the local Liverpool community, 
adjoining regional areas and be 
shared with the rest of the"l.:J.K., 
Europe, the Carib~ari and'\he world. 

Because-of the Thatch~Major 
government budget cuts1. funds for 
the project are almost non-existent In 
addition.,. lack of unity between the 
arts community and tlie general com
munity hampers any lobbying efforts 
for an effective voice to emerge with 
any consistency in Liverpool. They 
need our assistance. If we are able to 
assist with modest design costs 
($1,500-2,500), establish joint printing 
and distribution projects, a very im
portant project will be completed. 
Please send your contributions to 
huracan or, if you wish, send them di
rectly to LARCAA: 

liYtrpool Anti-Racist 
and Co11munlty Arts Assn. LTD 
23 Clarence St. 
LIYtrpool, U.K. L3 5TN 
(f) 44•051•709•0380/FAl 709•3059 

ALLIANCE CALLS FOR BIG ACTION 
The Alliance of Native Nations 

invites people concerned about the 
Columbus legacy of destroying native 
peoples and its continuation today to 
join a coalition of Indian and non
Indian people for Big Action in 1992. 
Contact: 

Gary Ttwalestewa 
Allla■ct of NatlYt Nations 
P .0. lox 30392 
Los A1gel11, CA 90030·0392 

QUINCENTENNIAL TRAVEL SEMINARS 
The Center for Global Education 

at Augsburg College in Minneapolis 
is organizing a series of travel semi
nars focusing on the quincentenary of 
Columbus' arrival in the Americas. 
The seminars, in Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Nicaragua, and Honduras, 
seek to honor the 500 years of strug
gle and survival by indigenous 
peoples of the Americas since the ar
rival of Columbus. For information on 

dates of departure, costs, etc., contact: 
C111ter for Global H1<1tlo1 
Augsbur9 College 
731 21 st AYt1ut Soul~ 
Mlnneapolls, MN 55454 
Pho11 612·330·1159/Fo 330-1695 

CALL TO KIDS 
Skipping Stones, a quarterly, 

multicultural children's magazine, 
will be publishing a special issue in 
1992 to celebrate the cultural heritage 
of the Native societies in the Ameri
cas. They are inviting children of 
indigenous societies everywhere, and 
especially in the Americas, to send 
poems, songs, stories, recipes, riddles, 
drawings, photographs, etc. for 
publication in this special issue. 

A quarterly devoted entirely to 
the arts; writing (in many languages) 
and photographs from around the 
world. We recommend it. Send sub
missions to, order subscriptions from: 

ArH Naraya■ Ttkt 
Skipping Sto1es 
P.O. Box 3939 
E1ge11, OR 97403 USA 
Pho11 503-342·4956 

INDIANS IN KIDS' BOOKS 
The National Museum of Natural 

History, Smithsonian Institution, is 
compiling an annotated bibliography 
on American Indians for elementary 
and secondary school students. Send 
a catalog listing your publications on 
this topic for review for possible 
inclusion in this bibliography to: 

Dept~ of Aathropology 
MRC 112 
Smlthsonf an h•1lltutJo• 
Washington, D.C. 20$60 

THE CIRClE SEEKING SUBMISSIONS 
The Circle, a monthly Native 

paper in Minneapolis, is seeking 
submissions from Native writers for 
''Views from the Shore," a monthly 
column focusing on the Quincenten
nial. The column wilJ run through 
October 1992. Topics may include 
historical perspectives, culture/ 
spiritu~lity, earth/environment, 
sovereignty, politics1 education, the 
arts, etc:. We welcom~a variety of 
materials, including but not limited to 
essays, poetry, fiction, artwork, and 
announcements from organizations 
and individuals. If your work is -
published,.you will receive a free 
subscription to The Circle. Please 
send submissions to: 

Vl1w1 ho• ti,, sr,.,, c/1 Tn Clrcl• 
Ml1111poll1 A111rlca1 l■tllu <•hr 
1530 E. Frankll■ Avt. 
Ml111apolls, MN 55404 
Pho■e 612·871·4749 
FAX 612-871-6171 

NATIONAL 'KAIROS' MOVEMENT 
A group of theologians has issued 

a national call for Christians in the 
U.S. to form groups to reflect on the 
meaning of their faith in light of the 
Quincentennial, according to Peace
work magazine. The theologians, 
called the Kirkridge group after the 
Pennsylvania town in which they 
meet annually, have adopted some 
principles of the ''Kairos" document 
issued in 1985 by South African 
churches opposed to apartheid. That 
document holds that, in Biblical 
terms, there are two kinds of time: 
"kairos", which is a time of decision 
and action, as opposed to "chronos" 
or chronological time. 

The I<irkridge group is calling on 
American Christians to: 1) develop 
and distribute educational materials 
on the Quincentennial; 2) develop 
liturgical materials and actions; 3) 
encourage solidarity with Native, 
African-American, and racial-ethnic 
communities; 4) plan Quincentennial 
events, and; 5) facilitate a theological 
process aimed at producing a U.S. 
I<airos document. For information on 
I<airos in Boston, write: 

Kalros USA c/ o AFSC 
2161 Mass. Avt. 
Ca11brldge, MA 02140 
or call: Jack Sttry at 617-262·5536 
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,, :::,.. This October the 500th anniver- · ,,. 

;saty of the conquest ;w~II be ce1~ 
;ebrated;mo~~ndJm,tested in ,.:: 
''.:ma~i ways, in:ma.ny...pa~s of our. </:){ 
fa?lanet,You can:help:Uskeep abreast }: 
o(o/hafs going on 1:>y·letting us knov(:;: 
::your plans for Columbus Day week..: ••• 
:~.( 1992;we get many.inquiries . 
,,:from people who ·want to know ·,·.=· 

,.what's being planned fo: their area. . . 
However grand cir modest your plans 
<·or ideas, p~ase let us kt1.ow about 
.them·so that other folks can find out. 
• Write to huracan and ·send ·us notes, 
'listings, flyers, or whatever. Be sure to 
include information on who to 
contact for more information. 

-11,, Etltor, 

.: : . Somubitprtn.ted m.atenat is being: 

. produced in this counter.:quincenten
nial campaign thatthere are bound to 
be some.mistakes. In keeping with the 
season's theme of.mutual sup-port 

:and alliance building, we'd like to 
1clarify one such error. We've noticed 
,·that huracdn has appeared in a nurn- • 
ber of listings with headings such as 
.. '1ndigenous Publications". huracan is 
not, in fact, a Native American < • 
'.newspaper. we:a;e published by The : 
)~Jliance for Cultural Democracy, .a ... 
(~sroots arts acthris.t network that :}:: 
• emt,.races the culfuraldiversity of the'<. 
':people of our continent. We strive .to 
• respect the various perspectives on 

rn~~·Y, es.tthata multi-cultural 
\.,.,, .... ·. •• '' Thlparticulars of •• 

rshiptaken 
• ons dictate 
,. prominently • 

·to be effective/ 
r;it is impor-

ear about who '' 
•• ; ting and, ... , 

s'a fori11:ri for •• 

tiii\&t~ 
l~,~it•l!•!f TblP9 •• < • :. 
l~fti~~itr;¾~!t~g11 
\ijewsJrom the ~imter-<0nquest.· •: :, . 
'.'\Vhat has·been challenging is finding 
)he ;noney.to publish as often as we'd 
:Jike:·a~d·!O put the paper into as many 
ihands as are ready.~o recejve it. Any 
::~upportt?rs w,illitig:lomlltribute ., 
::zync.Js: .to ;~".r,~~~: et!hi!>)ime will be 
/h~lping lo .insut-¢:njaijrit:um itnpac:t , .• 

;~~~~i~t,. :. 
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Columbus Lied ... from page 1 

and express themselves in costume by 
joining mas bands which are loosely 
organized around a theme. Although 
a few of the bands made apolitical 
allusion to the first encounter and 
Coluwbus by portraying conquista
dors or sailors in a vaguely benign 
manner, the influence of counter
Columbus sentiment that has charac
terized the Quincentennial made a 
strong appearance. Several of the 
bands using the Columbus theme 
pointedly expressed strong criticism 
of Columbus. The People to People 
mas band with its theme, "Columbus 
Lie" attracted an enthusiastic follow
ing and won first place in the small 
band category for J'Ouvert parade. 
People of all ages "play mas" and 

several children's bands had a 
counter-Columbus statement. "Co
lumbus Fibbed" announced a contin
gent of children dressed in costumes 
representing various tribes of native 
people. 

Blend these vivid images of 
hundreds of people dancing in the 
streets to a soca beat with the lyrics of 
"Columbus Lied" and "Big Dirty 
Lie", add the hot spice of Rapso, and 
you have one powerful statement 
coming from this southernmost of the 
Caribbean islands. And that's no lie! 

Karen Starr is a writer and activist 
living in Minneapolis, Minnesota, who 
wishes she could spend more time in 
Trinidad. ~ 

Big Dirty lie 
• > • \ by Brother Resista1<e 

This one for the 1111n t~ ~ Columbus 
Wicked and wild, rough ci\1d nlthless --
In the original bod boys\ r. -., 

A big dirty lie -": 
A big dirty lie 
A big dirty lie 
Tell Columbus go 

A big dirty tie ._ 
A big dirty ti&· , • 
A big dirtylt :, 
Tell~bus '· 

' .. 
-~~ ..... 
~~ .,~· 

'· "'..i#~, 

Tell me the nit•' 
When off ril,~n is aggr 
The lustand the greed and destrudion 
Disease 9.!14 distr,ss 1o ,.!ht ulation 

....-:• • 

(chorus) 

Damn ta 
"' They~telt~ne lie and it lead to another 

te;od! people wrong and say he discover 
• • ·' {!GI ambition was to kill and to conquer 

hunger for gold and for silver 
n a mission to rope and to plunder 

NEWSBRIEFS 
COLUMBUS CHAOS IN SAN 
FRANCISCO 

San Francisco Mayor Frank 
Jordan, on March 6, named new 
directors to lead the city's Columbus 
quincentennial party. Stephanie 
Cincotta and John Lequitto, both 
Italian-American, replace George 
Jewett who has resigned in frustra
tion over fundraising problems and 
disorganization at the national and 
international levels. The city had 
drastically scaled back plans for what 
was to have been the site of the 
nation's major celebration, and has 
left local planners to do all of their 
own fundraising. Cincotta has 
directed the city's annual Festa 
Italiana, while Leguitto, vice presi
dent of the American Business 
Insurance Brokers, has directed the 
annual Columbus Day Celebration. 
The organizers are hoping to secure 
the presence of Spain's three replica 
ships, originally the centerpiece of .the 
city's plans, for the Columbus Day 
events. 

NATIVE PHOTOGRAPHERS PLANNING 
BOOK 

The Native Indian/Inuit Photog
raphers' Association (NilP A) is 
planning to publish a book comprised 
entirely of photographs taken by 
North American Native people. 

NIIP A was founded in 1985 with 
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the goal of setting up a Native 
photographic and educational 
network and to encourage as well as 
promote the usage of photography as 
a medium of the fine arts. The operate 
a gallery, host annual conferences, 
publish newsletters, catalogs, and a 
directory, sponsor workshops, and 
more. For information about the book 
or about the organization, contact: 

NIIPA 
134 J11111 Strttt So. 
H111llt111, 01t■rl1 LIP 2Z4 
CANADA 
Pho111 416·529-7477 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION 
On the urging of Congress, 

President Bush has issued an execu
tive proclamation designating 1992 as 
"the Year of the American Indian." 
The declaration honors native people 
"as vital participants in the history of 
the United States." In particular "we 
gratefully recall Native Americans 
who helped the early European 
settlers to survive in a strange new 
land" and those who served in the US 
military service. 

Lakota 111111 
1920 Lo11bardy DrlH 
PO Box 2180 
Rapid City, SD 57709 

Vatican Denies Sacred Ancestry ... from page 1 
In Brussels protesters drove a 

bulldozer to the basilica of 
Scherpenheuvel with banners pro
claiming ''Mother Earth is our 
Cathedral" and ''The Earth is Sacred" 
to dramatize the situation faced by 
Apaches in their struggle to preserve 
their spiritual_ homeland. When 
confronted by a church official 
D'Huyvettar, a spokesperson for the 
action, is reported as having said 
"Just like you don't want us to 
occupy your grounds and tear down 
your church, the Indian people don't 
want their sacred ground destroyed 
and expropriated." D'Huyvettar 
along with 130 Belgian people plan 
on walking across the United States 
" ... to put a different spotlight on the 
Columbus year." 

Even the role of Italy's Arcetri 
Observatory, the sole remaining 
partner of the UA's MGIO's ill fated 
"Columbus Project'', is being ques
tioned. The City Council of Florence, 
Italy has invited San Carlos Apache 
Elders to visit Florence and present 
their position on the MGIO. Less than 
thrilled by the prospect of such a 
meeting UA officials made attempts 
to subvert the meeting that is sched
uled for May. Florence City Council 
officials remain adamant and are 
critical of the University's attempts to 
cancel the meeting. ''Native American 
people have been told what to do by 
Whites for the last five hundred 
years, the least we can do is to invite 
them over to tell us what they would 
like in regard to Arcetri Observatory's 
participation in the MGIO. If you 
(UA) are not hiding anything, then 
you have nothing to fear by us 
meeting with the San Carlos Tribal 
Elders." 

Is the University of Arizona Hiding 
Something? 

The UA's MGIO project's history 
has been characterized by astrono
mers, University officials and 
congresspersons ignoring claims of 
harm by Native Americans. The UA 
total disregard for Native American 
spirituality is evidenced in their 
continual denial of the testimony of 
Apache elders and three unanimous 
resolutions of the Apache Tribal 
Council concerning the mountains 
sacredness, testimony backed by 
extensive documentation. Moreover 
the UA in its eagerness to build the 
MGIO, has already destroyed one 
religious site. According to UA 
officials the bulldozing of a Native 
American religious site on top of 
High Peak (highest peak on Mt. 
Graham) while erecting a temporary 
radio tower was done "accidentally." 

The U A has successfully pres
sured federal agencies to accept hasty 
and flawed biological studies. UA has 
lobbied Congress and litigated in the 
courts to obtain exemption from all 
environmental law including the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
and the Endangered Species Act. In 
doing this they have circumvented· 
full public disclosure of the project's 
cultural and environmental impact 
and curtailed full judicial review 
prqcesses. The UA is now trying to 
legitimize the project's exemption 
from all environmental law through a 
report by Booz, Allen and Hamiliton, 
a "consultant firm." This $40,000 
report, paid for with public funds, is 
being used by UA to cover up and 

whitewash the U's total disregard for 
the constitutional rights of Native 
people and environmental law. The 
portions of the report released to the 
public make no mention of cultural 
and environmental issues that 
brought lawsuits by the Apache 
Survival Coalition and the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund. Nor does 
the report mention the irreparable 
damage to the Mt. Graham ecosys
tem. Site preparation for just the 
Vatican and Max Planck telescope 
foundations required the clear rutting 
of 200 trees in an old-growth forest. 

Why is the UA pushing so hard 
for this project? The UA has devel
oped one of the most advanced 
technologies for producing mirrors 
for telescopes. Mt. Graham represents 
a convenient location for the UA to 
showcase its spin casting technology. 
Many now speculate that a mixture of 
the prestige a "world class" observa
tory would bring to the UA and the 
convenience of its location are 
dominate factors in the UA's relent
less railroading of MGIO. The UA 
could bring their technology to 
already existing sites rather than 
destroy land sacred to the Apaches. 
When Harvard University /Smith
sonian Institute (HU /SI) withdrew its 
financial support from the UA's 
MGIO's ill fated "Columbus Project'' 
they opted for such a solution. In the 
final analysis MGIO is more about 
UA's desire for prestige and glory at 
the expense of Apache religious 
beliefs and U.S. environmental law 
than anything else. Readers are 
encouraged to send letters protesting 
the planned observatory to: 

Coyne' s boss: 
Cardinal Castillo Lara 
Vatican City-State 
Europe (postage 50 cents/half ounce) 

local Bishop for Sa1 Carlos reservatio■ 
distrkt: 
Bishop Manual Moreno 
192 Stone Ave. 
Tucson, AZ 85702 

Dr. Manual Pacheco 
President, University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 85721 
Tel: (602) 621-5511 Fax: (602) 621-7475 

Fra1<0 Pacili 
Director Arcetri Observatory 
Largo Enrico Fermi 5 
50125 Florence, Italy 
(postage 50 cents/half ounce) 

To support or request i1formation, 
COltad: 
Apache Survival Coalition 
P.O. Box 11814 
Tucson, AZ 85734 



Publications of Note ... from page 11 
June 1992, the 500 Years of Resistance 
Committee (International), and re
ports on health, environment, and or
ganizing of various rainforest 
peoples. Contact 

Rainforest Fo1ndatlon lnternatlo■al 
270 Lafayette Strttt Suitt 1205 
New York, NY 10012 

SHENANDOAH 
The Shenandoah Newsletter, out 

of Appleton, Wisconsin, is a 21-page 
monthly newsletter for Native-Nation 
people. The issue we just got is filled 
with news items, quotes, reflections, 
resource listings, local community 
tidbits, and even some census figures! 
A little something for everyone, and 
what caught our eye in this issue was 
a brief and creative comparison of 
conditions in 1492 Europe with condi
tions in 1992 Great Turtle Island. Indi
vidual 1-year subscriptions are 
$13.50. Contact: 

She■andoah Newsletter 
736 West Oklahoma St. 
Appleton, WI 54914 

NACE NEWS 
We have just received Vol. VII, 

No. 1 of a newsletter put out by a 
group in Oklahoma called Native 
Americans for a Clean Environment. 
Called NACE NEWS, the newsletter 

the Americas on 500 Years of Resis
tance (Quito, Ecuador). Subscriptions 
$15/year individual; $25/year orga
nizational. Contact: 

l11t1rnatlonal Indian Treaty Council 
710 Clayton Strttt, #1 
5111 Fra■dsco, CA 94117 
Pho11 415-566·02 51 
FAX 415·566·0442 

LA CONCHA 
We recently received a new news

letter put out by "Tainos Del Norte", 
a cultural organization of Tainos re
siding in that region of North 
America known as the Eastern Wood
lands. Called ''La Concha", this issue 
of the newsletter features a piece on 
precolumbian Tainos, poetry, an ar
ticle on healing in the traditional cul
ture, a piece on the Taino language, 
an interview with Alexander Ewen 
(editor of ''Native Nations", reviewed 
in the last huracan), announcements, 
and a bibliography. 

Also included in this issue is the 
Statement of Purp<;>se for Tainos Del 
Norte, stating that the group was 
formed to "recognize, reconnect, and 
integrate with our Tainos roots and 
the cultural heritage of our ancestors, 
and to identify, re-cotnpile, and dis
seminate information about our Taino 
culture in a thoughtful and respectful 
manner." Subscriptions are $12/year. 
Mail to: 

lolnos Del Norte 
2673 Broadway, Suite 223 
New York, NY 10025 

is focused primarily on the battle of 
native people and other environmen
talists in Oklahoma to shut down and 1 

clean up after the Sequoyah Fuels 
nuclear power plant in.that state. The 
group will also~ however, continue to 
"provide assistance to other groups COVERT ACTION INFORMATION 
and tnoes and repprt on environmen- IUllETIN 
tal news around ~he country that is The Spring 1992 issue is entitled 
important to Indian people":. , "The Impact of U.S. Policy on Indig-

This issue has an uHfiate on the enous Peoples". It contains artides on 
Sequoyah p,lant, a column called repressive U.S. policy in the United 
"Nuclear Notes'' with news from States, GuateI1¥11a, and elsewhere, on 
arounqfue country, and a page-of In- the GATI treaty, and on Hollywood 
dianNews, as wellasbac;kground w complicity in racistideology. $19/ 
: .. £ 

17' 1 • ...1 C ct , uuo on nuc,ear issues anwgreat car- year.· onta : 
wons! Written with a wry sense of CA11 
htUnQ~ Jhis sll}all publication will be 1500 M■ssachvsttfs Avt. NW f 732 
of mtetest to anyone interested in the ' • Washl119to11, b~. 20005 
relationship ofenvironinental activ- Ph••• (202) 331·9763 
ism ~ctNative rights, especially as it 
ptays,out in the nucleatrealm. Mem- • ACTIVIST LIBRARIANS 
bersbip in NACE is $15/year ($10 for The Mjnnesota Social Responsi-
stud~nts and seniors),'and includes a bilityRoundtable (MSRRT} newslet-

-✓ ~ / 
~ubsoription to,NACE'NBWS~ Con- ter contains a wealth of information 
tact , in mini-reviews of periodicals, books, 

NACE " ~ 1111 r ~ 0 and other resources. Features regular 
, P.O. Box 1671 <~~ information on the quincentennial. 

Tahlt'l'afl, OK 74465 · _...,,,......... Contact:· 
~; ,.,Ht 9111S1•4322 Dtslrey/Dtd91 

• , # ";. .~ 4645 Cofu11ltus Avenue So. 
TREATY COUNCIL MEWS Mfn11,.,,11,, MN 55407 

is the official bulletin of the Jnter. Pni• t612) 541-85 72 
national Indian TrecJ.ty,<Zouncilt « /4 ,, 

U'nJted'Nations!~ogn¥ Non~ov- CULTURAL DEMOCRACY 
ernmerttal Org'anizatiOI)· "founded in ~ Spring 1992 issue of the Cul-
1971'a6a,,ga~ng o! 99Jndian~a- , ., . turalt>emocracy magazine features ar-
tions ... hos~ by the ~can In,, , tides on the quincentennial, racism in 
dian Movement." the arts, immigration laws vs artists, 

The 24-page Spring 1991 issue Salvadoran cultural movement and 
(vol. 11 #1) includes a position state- more. Some material generated from 
ment on the Persian Gulf war, an ac- a 1990 ACD conference but still perti-
tion alert regarding a subsistence fish- nent. For more information, contact: 
ing struggle in Alaska, a report on the Alliance for C1lt1ral Democracy 
1990 Nuclear Free and Independent P.O. lox 7591 
Pacific Movement Conference, and an Min■eapolls, MN 55407 
article on repression in Guatemala 
(''Massacre of Tzutujil Indians"), as 
well as updates on the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill, the Dineh relocation threat in 
Arizona, the Leonard Peltier case, and 
the Mohawk-Canada standoff. Also: 
the text of a declaration from the first 
meeting of the Indigenous Alliance of 

For many Canadian listings in 
this issue we are indebted to Briar
patch magazine (see Publications of 
Note). The April 1992 issue contains a 
listing of Canadian groups (many not 
reprinted here) working on the quin
centennial. That listing was compiled 

by Jacqui Barclay of The 
Saskatchewan 500 Years Coalition. 

NATIVE PUBLISHING RESOURCES 
The following list of publishers 

can be used to obtain catalogs and to 
order form very exciting and accurate 
small press boo~: 

AKWESASNE NOTES 
Mo~■wk Nations 
P.O. lox 196 
Rooseveltown, NY 13683 
Pho■t 518-358·9531 

ANISHINAIE READING MATERIALS 
India■ Ed1eati111 Dept. 
Central Ad111h1. Bldg. 
lake Av1111 & Second Strttt 
D,l,t~, MN 55802. 

CANADIAN BOOK INFORMATION 
CENTRE 

Books AboutFirst Nations and 
Aboriginal Peoples. A special, free 3().. 

page booklet of 250 titles from 60 Ca
nadian publishers .. 

CBIC 
260 1119 Street East 
Toro■t•, OM CANADA M5A lK3 

ClfOCTAW HERITAGE PRESS 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw lndfans 
Rottt 7, Box 21 
Phfladtlphfa, MS 39350 
Pho■t 601•6S6·S2S1 

CROSS CULTURAL EDUCATION CTR 
P.O. Box 66 
Parl Hill, OK 74451 

DAYBREAK STAR 
P.O. lox 99100 
Seattle, WA 98199 
Pht■t 206·2&5 .. 4415 

INDIAN COUNTRY 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Rte. 2, lox 2900-A 
Hayward, WI 54843 

MINH£SOTA CHIPPEWA TRIBE 
P.O. Box 217 
Cass lake, MN 56633 

NAVAJO CURRICULUM CENTER 
R119h Rock Demonstration School 
Chi■it, AZ 86503 

OYATE 
2702 Mathews 
Berkeley, CA 94702 

THEYTUS BOOKS, LTD 
P.O. lox 218 
Pe■tico■, IC CANADA V2A 6K3 
P~o11 604·493•7111 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF NATIVE 
RESOURCES 

A new annotated bibliography of 
resources by and about Native people 
is available from the Canadian Alli
ance in Solidarity with the Native 
Peoples. Compiled by Catherine 
Verrall and Patricia McDowell, in 
consultation with Lenore Keeshig
Tobias, the book evaluates well over 
1,000 books and teaching resources 
(curricula, films and videos, kits, 
sound recordings, and posters). The 
bibliography includes codes denoting 
Native publishers, authors, illustra
tors, etc., as well as warnings about 
books that don't measure up (e.g., 
stories about Native people by W.P. 
Kinsella, "a non-Native who is not in-

volved with Native peoples in their 
issues and their traditions"). Included 
are lists of Native periodicals, pub
lishers, and audio-visual sources. Pa
perback, $15. Order from: 

Canadl11 Allla■ct I■ Solidarity with 
the Native Peoples 
P.O. lex 574 
Statltn P ---···-· 
Tero■tt, ON Ci111da MSS 2T1 
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Updates, Corrections, Etc: 
The numbering of our first two 

issues has confused some people. Actu
ally, it's confused us a bit, too. You will 
notice that this issue is simply "Issue 
Number 3". All future issues will be 
numbered equally simply ( next is 
Number 4, then Number 5, and so on). 

For the record, we have only put out 
two issues previous to this issue: "Vol
ume 1, Number 1" in Fall 1990, and 
"Volume 2, Numbers 1 & 2" in Summer 
1991. We had originally planned hura
can to be a quarterly, but we have had 
numerous delays and snafus that have 
caused us to get off of that schedule. Our 
apologies for any problems or worries this 
may have caused our readers. 

"'In the last issue of huracdn, we 
stated that the dollar sign ($) originated 
as a symbol imprinted on all Spanish 
treasures coming from the Spanish 
colonies, with the "S" for Spain, and the 
two vertical bars for the gold and silver. 
An astute reader in New Mexico pointed 
out to us that the Spanish word for Spain, 
"Espana", does not begin with the letter 
"S". We took this item verbatim from the 
official newsletter of the Louisiana 
Quincentennial Commission, and 
obviously didn't stop to think about it too 
long. Where did they get this informa
tion? Our apologies for the error. 

CARC HAS MOVED 
The Central America Resource 

Center, listed in the last issue of 
huracan, has moved. Their new 
address is: 

CARC 
317 SE 111• Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 5 5414 
Phone 612·627·9445 
FAX 612·627·9450 
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Editorial 
As the quincentennial year of 

1992 unfolds, we are witness to the 
increasing collapse of the official 
celebrations of the Columbian age. 
The ambitious plans to honor the 
conqueror have been eroded by 
resignations, scandals, lack of funds 
and (most importantly) by the active • 
and passive resistance of a large part 
of the population. 

This resistance reflects a growing 
understanding that the ways in which 
we remember the past have an impact 
on our lives. In a dysfunctional 

society - as in a family - the denial 
of past abuse allows the cycle of 
ongoing abuse to continue. Today 
growing numbers of people are ready 
to challenge that denial. 

What all this denial and violence 
protects is a process that began in 
January, 1493: the transfer of wealth 
from the colonized lands to the (soon 
to be) wealthy nations. In that year, 
the two remaining ships under 
Columbus' command sailed for 
Europe with a cargo of human 
prisoners, as well as other stolen 

goods, to be sold. It is a process that 
has continued and accelerated every 
decade since then. Today, $50-$60 
billion flows from the poor to the 
wealthy lands under the watchful 
eyes of military planners and the 
baleful gaze of hungry children. 
Today, interest payments and wire 
transfers accomplish in seconds what 
took months in the days of wooden 
sailing ships. 

Both people and land have been 
victims of this plunder. The despolia
tion of the land that began with 

enforcers. The first African rebellion 
- on the Columbus plantation -
followed soon after. This resistance 
has been a continuing force shaping 
the history of the past five centuries, 
laying the foundation for our own 
resistance today. Recently the Under
ground Railroad led 40,000 workers 
to freedom in defiance of government 
policy-evidencing a vast interracial 
alliance against the colonial system. 

---------------------------- mining and clearcutting in the early 

Looking past 1992, how shall we 
continue to address the issues that the 
quincentennial has brought to the 
public attention? How will we keep 
racism, treaty rights, underdevelop
ment, etc. from being just the latest 
"flavor of the month" to be forgotten 
once the media spotlight has moved 
on? Many people have taken a stand 
to challenge the racism of the Colum
bus myth (the 900 proposals for 
counter-quincentennial projects 
received by a Foundation recently 
probably represent the efforts of 

NEWSBRIEFS 
WITCH BURNING TERCENTENARY 

The city of Salem, Massachusetts 
is commemorating the hysteria that 
overtook that community in 1692, 
when 23 men and women were killed 
on suspicion of being witches. The 
Salem Tercentenary Committee is 
planning events including an essay 
contest, a "seaport spectacular", a 
symposium on religious tolerance, 
and a reenactment of the original 
witch trials·. 

Local witches state that the entire 
event trivializes their religion as 
practiced in the contemporary era. 
"Are we being trivialized? Abso
lutely," says Laurie Cabot, a witch 
living in Salem. The fact that the 
"town symbol" of Salem is a witch 
riding a broomstick gives credence to 
her charge. 

"If you were going to have a 
ceremony about what happened ~t 
Dachau, you wouldn't present it from 
the Nazi point of view," states Cabot, 
referring to the fact that the Tercente
nary Committee does not include any 
witches. From the w,,,,.,,1, St• 
TrilHH,,, November 1, 1991. 

•FIRST ENCOUNTERS• IN MINNESOTA 
The Minnesota Science Museum 

"First Encounters and Native Views: 
Coinciding Exhibits on 1492" begins 
in May, 1992. The museum, at 10th 
and Wabasha in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
has paired the Eurocentric "First 
Encounters' exhibit with a response 
that challenges racist depictions. Call 
(612) 221-4747. 

INDIAN WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 
A conference entitled Indigenous 

California Women: Visioning the 
Next 500 Years is being planned by 
and for land-based and urban Indian 
women whose tribes and bands are 
indigenous to the region of Califor
nia. The purpose of the conference is 
to celebrate 500 years of survival, 
discuss common concerns, and to 
envision the next 500 years. 

Several of the sessions will be 
open to the public, and anyone may 
attend these. You need not be Native. 
American or a woman. You must 
come willing to put California Indian 
women at the center for the duration 
of the sessions, and to put other 
perspectives aside. In this way, 
California Indian women will be able 
to bring greater self-expression, 
insight, self-awareness, and creativity 
to their own conference. Contact: 

The Wom11' s C11ter 
University of Callfor■la 
Santa Cruz, CA 95064 
Phone 408·459-2072 
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NEW JEWISH AGENDA Of 
SACRAMENTO 

is planning a series of events 
including a program of Sephardic 
music and a forum for Jewish people, 
Native people, and others to discuss 
diverse cultural perspectives on 1492. 
Contact: 

New Jewish Agenda 
1492 Co111111ittee 
P.O. Box 163374 
Sacra11111to, CA 9 5816 
Pho■e 916·447-7754 

NEVADA QUINCENTENNIAL ACTIONS 
PLANNED 

The Western Shoshone National 
Council informs us of plans being 
prepared by several organizations to 
counter "official celebrations" of the 
Quincentenary. Proposed events, 
including direct actions, a Mother 
Earth healing ~eremony, indigenou~ 
peoples' forums, a press conference, 
peace camp, and a reception for 
participants-in the Walk Across 
America For Mother Earth, have 
received widespread support in the 
U.S. as well as approval from the 
Global Anti-Nuclear Alliance in 
Stockholm, Sweden in July 1991. 

A coalition of Native American 
radiation victims/survivors, peace 
and justice, and environmental 
organizations has been formed in Las 
Vegas to plan the events in Las Vegas 
and at the Nevada Nuclear Test Site 
for October 1992. All interested 
parties are invited to participate. 
Contact: 

Wester■ Shosho■e National Cou■cd 
P.O. lox 140115 
D1ekw1ter, NV 89314·0115 
Pho■e 702·863-0227 
FAX 702-163-0301 

CUSTER BATTLEFIELD RENAMED 
The U.S Senate has passed a bill 

changing the name of Custer Battle
field National Monument in Montana 
to the Little Bighorn Battlefield 
National Monument. President Bush 
is expected to sign the bill. 

The name change is a recognition 
of Native views about the battle 
where George Custer and some 265 
soldiers and civilians died in a June 
1876 battle with Lakota and Chey
enne warriors. 

'1t is indeed a welcome event to 
the nation's two million Native 
Americans," said Rep. Ben 
Nighthorse Campbell (D-Colo), the 
only Native member of Congress and 
the bill's sponsor. From 11,, Ord,, 
December 1991 

• 

16th century has become a corporate 
feeding frenzy as underdeveloped 
nations are forced to allow open 
season on their natural resources in 
order to pay their crushing debt. 

The conscious colonial policy of 
promoting racial conflict which 
accompanied the system of slavery 
has sown a bitter crop which we 
harvest anew with each generation. 

As we strive to challenge the 
suffocating myths that justify con
quest and plunder we have another 
legacy on which to draw. The resis
tance to the Colonial world order 
begun in 1493 with the first Indig
enous uprising against Columbus' 

Subscribe to 

about 10,000 activists). As the quin
centennial year becomes a thing of 
the past, Columbus will cease to 
occupy the attention of many of us. 
As we continue to face the pressing 
issues of our peoples, however, we 
will continue to confront his legacy. 
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