














"Politico women are unable to evolve an authentic politics be­
cause they have never truly confronted their oppression as 

women, have decided that women 
must organize to aid each other 
deal with the problem of rape. 
They plan a'rape victim advo­
cate' program in which volunteer 
women will give support and fol­
low-up on the legal, emotional 
and physical needs of rape vic­
tims. 

women in a gut way, their-inability to originate a feminist 
leftist critique of their own, their need to tie their issue at 
all times to some 'primary struggle' rather than seeing it as 
central, or even revolutionary in itself, is derived directly 
from their lingering feelings of inferiority as women. Th~ir 
inability to put their own needs first, their need for male ap­
proval ... to legitimate them politically, renders them incapable 
of breaking from other movements when necessary, and this con­
signs them to mere left reformis'>; lack of originality, and ul­
timately, political sterility." 

Since November the Committee 
has been meeting with the Berke­
ley Police, Herrick Hospital, 
Berkeley Public Health Depart­
ment and the Berkeley Schools --S. Firestone, Dialectics of Sex 

Many women have felt that the above statement is true of Coali­
tion politics. This newspaper has the potential of being an 
expression of feminist analysis and programs or it can continue 
to be the genteel left equivalent of the women's page. 

to enlist the cooperation of 
these institutions in the pro­
gram. It is hoped that the 

--A Coalition Woman 

Rape Victim 
Advocate Program 

Most women know that if you 
wear a dress instead of pants 
on the street in Berkeley you 
will probably be hassled by men. 
Sexual politics are most blat­
ant when acted out on the public 
street. 

And at the base of this poli­
tical relationship are the 
threat and fear of rape. The 
significance of the skirt: 
accessibility and encumbrance. 

It 1 s no surprise that a so­
ciety whose code of normal 
dress embodies such oppressive 
concepts (ever try to run in 
a panty girdle and high heels?) 
also treats the woman who has 
been raped unsympathetically 
and often unjustly. She is 
often treated as if she were 
the criminal not the victim. 

Victim Advocate Program 
The Committee To Change Rape 

Procedures, a group of Berkeley 
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COMMITTEE TO CHANGE RAPE 
PROCEDURES 

To Volunteer or 
For Information 

Call 
845-8854 

(Womens Refuge) 

institutions will begin parti­
cipating in the program by Sept­
ember. 

The Advocates' Role 
Trained advocates, many of them 

former rape victims, will be a­
vailable through a 24 hourswitch­
board. The advocate will remain 
with the victim during police 
questioning to offer emotional 
support and prevent hassling by 
police. 

At Herrick the advocate will 
help the rape victim deal with 
a medical staff who view the 
victim as an unpleasant legal 
problem rather than a person in 
need of sympathetic medical 

(continued on page 9) 

New Ideologue Against Child Care 
First it was Bowlby saying that children must be with their 

mother, then it was the Rhesus monkey who pined away without 
mommy. (Of course no one looked into what Bowlby meant by care 
and who looked into specie characteristics of Rhesus monkeys 
before instantly saying that group child care is evil, bad, 
and unnatural. ) 

Now the ever-ready mass media has come up with a new ideo­
logue against child care for children under three. Dr. Lee 
Salk, brother of the Jonah,is the latest to come up with a 
shining book, perhaps it should be retitled, The Return to 
Kuche, Kinde and Kirke. 

Salk is quoted as saying he was "opposed to child care cen­
ters for children under the age of three, partly because they 
are too young to learn social behavior and partly because com­
petently trained people who are sincerely interested in child 
care are hard to find," Just as Jensen and Shockly are trying 
to reconstitute racism within the universities, so one can 
expect that new ideologues ,ill crop up with increasing fre­
quency in your national media in regard to group care of ·in­
fants and children. They will be on fertile ground, for women 
have long been primed to guilt and denial of their experience 
and that of their children. There are women in Berkeley and 
all over the U.S. who do not have the credentials but who have 
had the Pxperience of seeing what group care has done for their 
children and themselves. Salk is quoted: "Parents must be 
able to sacrifice. 11 Well, we all know which parent that is! 
Can you imagine how much coverage Salk would get if he said, 
FATHERS MUST SACRIFICE. 

Academia is littered with such authorities on children and 
learning. Most are men. The daily experience of women with 
their children in play groups and other groups is part of the 
unknown history of women and children. WATCH OUT FOR THE PIGS 
ON YOUR WOMEN'S PAGE 
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RAPE 
(continued from page 8) 

care. 
The Committee hopes that the 

presence of a_, advocate whose 
primary concern is the protec­
tion of the victim will itself 
prevent the expression of in­
stitutional and individual mis­
treatment of the woman who has 
been raped. 

The ever existent threat of 
rape is as Susan Griffin has 
said in her article, RAPE: THE 
ALL-AMERICAN CRIME, "a form of 
mass terrorism, for the victims 
of rape are chosen indiscrimi­
nately, but the propagandists 
for male supremacy broadcast 
that it is women who cause rape 
by being unchaste or in the 
wron~ place at the wrong time-­
in essence, by behaving as 
though they were free. 11 

When the rape victim goes to 
the police and then the courts, 
the propaganda is translated 
into law. First, by defini­
tion, a husband cannot rape 
his wife. He cannot steal 
what is already his. 

Secondly, the law relies on 
the concept of 11resistance 11 to 
identify rape. This means that 

a woman must show that she 
fought her attacker or that he 
threatened her life if she re­
sisted. This idea of 11resis­
tance" sounds a lot like a 
situation where a night watchman 
in a warehouse that has been 
robbed might have to show how 
he resisted the thieves before' 
he could escape the charge of 
being an accomplice. 

The laws of rape have less to 
do with preventing violence 
against women than they do with 
preventing damage to the prop­
erty of men. 
Myths About Rape 

Despite the myth that only 
'bad' Women who fail to protect 
themselves are raped, the truth 
is that no woman is safe from 
rape. The following statistics 
come from the Berkeley Police 
Department records for 1971: 
1/2 of all victims were ac­
quainted with their assailant, 
and 1/4 of allrapes happened in 
the victim's own home. 

Finally, women can organize 
to minimize the occurrence of 
rape. The old "Sisters pick up 
Sisters" hitch-hiking movement 
should be strongly revived, for 
instance. But the fact is that 
in this city at this time, women 
are never as free as men. 

RON DELLUMS NEEDS YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT 

Hansing 
Berkeley 

Suppart 
City 

By 
Cauncil 

5/11/71--Rejected hospital zoning ordinance in order to block 
Alta Bates and Herrick hospitals' expansion efforts. 6-2. 

6/2/71--Rejected Cedar Street Overpass purchase of land, sav­
ing property from the auto. 6-2 

6/30/71--Voted no funds for Berkeley Redevelopment Agency and 
prevented use of city funds to support West Berkeley In­
dustrial Park. Unanimous; 5-2 

8/31/71--Reversed history of property tax increase by lowering 
tax rate by a half-cent. 

9/14/71--Blocked expansion of Shattuck Avenue Co-op parking lot, 
thereby saving a home. Use permit denied 3-3 

10/26/71--Denied a variance, thus blocking a 65 unit "plastic" 
apartment building opposed by neighborhood. 5-3 

11/16/71--Planning Commission Appointments: Neil Mayer, a U.C. 
student and Margot Dashiell, a Black activist. 

12/21/71--Called upon Berkeley Redevelopment Agency to have a 
moratorium on demolition and acquisition in Ocean View. 

1/18/72--Denny Abrams appointed to Board of Adjustments. 
2/1/72--Blocked approval of the Workable Program for Community 

Development for revision to include additional facts about 
housing. 

2/8/72--Called for a meeting of all relevant agencies to solve 
Savo Island eviction crisis. 

~~b'm~'J:18~1'Jm~~'J:18~1'Jmb'm~'J:18~l"Jftlb'm~l.Jl)~ 

City Job Announcements 
Note: Closing date for applications, Thursday, July 6, 1972 

City Participation Coordinator (Model Cities), $901-1094/mo. 
Position: Directs development of comprehensive community 

participation program 
Apply: Application with City of Berkeley Personnel Depart­

ment, 2100 Grove St., Berkeley. Resumes are requested. 
Requirements: 6 years progressively responsible experience 

in community organization work or graduation from college 
plus 2 years full-time in community organization and 
development or any other suitable combination of train­
ing and experience .... 

Public Information Officer (Model Ci"ies), $768~931/mo. 
Position: Develops a public information system. 
Apply: See above. 
Requirements: Approx. 4 yrs. of progress. responsible full­

time exper. in public relations, journalism, or in a staff 
capacity preparing written material for publication, and 
working with a variety of connnunications media or college 
education with major work in journalism, television, radio, 
or communications, or a suitable combination of experience 
and education. Residence in Model Cities area desired. 

NATIONAL PEACE POLL: 

Should Congress 
End The War? 

Only you can provide the continuity on which a people's 
congressman depends. Please send in this coupon with 
your contribution today. Please let us know how you 

r :\.\flO.-.ALl'J.ACI 1-'0LL ] 

I I 
can help. I fl, I 

I I 
I ~" 11 I 

Name _________________ __c?hone _____ _ I .. 111w, I 
I llUl'll<>'»"•O I 

Address __________________ .Zip _____ _ 

I pledge $___J)er month until Nov. to help re-elect Ron. 

~~~l:t::•:l:•~~::;~==l~:::.•:.j 
, .. --·-·--- .,..,_ ' - "' .. , ... ,_1t,,., ........ - ·-· e=~,, .: ..... ~ ,.,;.:.~.:::---;1.::-"'!~ .. .:..::..:.--

I cannot pledge, but enclose a donation of$ ______ _ 
I can help by_____precinct work__phoning __ office work. ~·;.,.~~~:~i:-: .. ::~..!.;:;:z~,.:.~--:::..:~-.. 

Committee to Re-Elect Congressman Ron Dellums 
6525 Shattuck Ave., Oakland, Ca. 94609; phone 658-9241 

~-iS~~!~'7'~t.~!l~J::£.,~~-·,,..., 
..... 1i.., .. r ~,....,,,ri~ .. ,..,,, ..i.r, ...... ,..,,0-i:,.,1, 

~ Do-•"' ~.::-.:i~~,{~)>,~::' ..-:,:;;..:..""" ,. ,Q (...., 
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ECO LOGISTICS 

SHELL IS AT IT 

AGAIN 
"20 cents OFF ... You can fly­

proof and mosquito-proof 1000 
cubic feet of your home ... Hang 
up No-Pest Strips in your living 
room, family roam, bathroom ... " 
says an ad sent to an unknown 
number of Berkeley "Residents" 
this June by the R.H. Donnelley 
Corp., 2000 York Road, Oak Brook, 
Illinois, 6o521. 

Shell makes the No-Pest Strip, 
which contains a pesticide vari­
ously known as DDVP, Vapona, 
Dichlorovos, or dichlorovinyl 
dimethyl phosphate. According 
to the April, 1972, California 
Safety News, the acute oral 
toxicity of DDVP is greater 
than that of DDT, lindane, or 
chlordane. So you think you're 
safe because no one is going to 
eat a No-Pest Strip? 
The DDVP slowly evaporates 
from the device, providing a 
continuous supply of the chem­
ical in the surrounding air, 
hence continuous exposure of 
any nearby people. Used accord­
ing to directions, particularly 
when ventilation is poor or 
humidity is low, the concentra­
tion of the blood enzyme acetyl­
cholinesterase can be affected by 
the DDVP in the Strip. This en­
zyme is involved in transmission 
of nerve impulses. Think about 
it a bit and you won't be sur­
prised that DDVP is in a group 
of chemicals that includes nerve 
gases. 

No one knows what the effect 
of long term exposure to DDVP is. 
Most of the experiments to deter­
mine the toxicity of DDVP have 
involved eating rather than 
breathing it. Do you want to 
run a breathing experiment in 
your house? 

For nearly ten years, Shell has 
been successfully fighting 
efforts of the US Public Health 
Service to ban the use of DDVP in 
continuous release products, such 
as the No-Pest Strip. The pack­
ages a.re now required to carry 
warnings against use in areas 
where food is prepared or served 
or in rooms continuously occu­
pied by infants or ill persons, 
but you'll still find them in 
some Bay Area restaurants. No 
warning appeared in the mailed 
ad. 

Even the AMA objects to the 
use of "Insecticidal poisons 
that are effective because of 
deliberate, continuous pollu­
tion of the atmosphere." If 
it's bad enough to worry them, 
it must be pretty bad: they 
haven't exactly spoken out 
about environmental poisons. 

Don't let Shell make profits 
by polluting your home, throw 
out the coupon! You can also 
write to the Donnelley Corp. (see 
address above) to object to this 
ad or, better yet, to all such 
"Resident 11 mailings. 

Many stores do not know that 
there is any problem about the 
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No-Pest Strip: when you see this 
product displayed, tell them why 
you don't think they should 
carry it. Out of ten Berkeley 
and Albany hardware stores 
checked by phone, 7 carried the 
Shell No-Pest Strip, and one 
carried a similar product under 
the Vapona trade name. These are 
the stores that are trying to 
sell you DDVP: 

Corey's Hardware, 828 San Pablo, 
Albany (I told them about the 
hazards of DDVP months ago} 

Berkeley Hardware, 2145 Univer-
sity (No-Pest Strip on special 
6/22/72) 

Elmwood Hardware, 2951 College 
(Vapona) 

Dwight Way Hardware, 2480 Shat­
tuck 

Genevieve's Hardware and Variety, 
2952 Sacramento 

Golden Bear Variety, 2411 Tele­
graph Ave. 

South Berkeley Hardware, 3280 
Adeline 

Thousand Oaks Variety Hardware, 
1831 Solano 

If enough people object, maybe 
none of these stores will reor­
der. 

Selina 

RECYCLING CENTER 

(continued from page 1) 

Bendix 

opinions and recommendations. 
All those approached were gener­
ally in favor of the proposal. 

On April 25, Ecology Action 
wrote a request to the council 
for a public hearing. By May 23, 
no action had been taken by the 
council to hear the proposal with 
Ecology Action's Federal Grant 
due to expire at the end of 
June. 

Councilwoman Hancock sub­
mitted the proposal under the 
consent calendar part of the 
agenda, which should have 
brought it to the council's 
attention under the first order 
of business. It was finally 
discussed in May, and two votes 
were taken. The first was a vote 
on passing the porposal itself 
which failed with only council­
members Bailey, Simmons and 
Hancock voting for it. 

A motion to endorse the 
proposal in principle and await 
a report from the city Manager's 
office for final approval passed 
with seven people voting for and 
two absent. The City Manager 
report, which was to come back 
the following week, took longer 
and finally Hancock reintroduced 
the item on the consent calendar 
on June 20, as time was getting 
short. 

In the meantime, Ecology 
Action had begun working with 
the Center for Environmental 
Symbiotics, a predominantly 
black group, and had made an 
agreement that they would par­
ticipate in the program, rWl 
one of the recycling centers, 
and share in the educational part 
of the program. 

So the next time the proposal 
came before the Council, Tuesday 
June 20, both centers were the~e 
to answer questions. 

GRASSROOTS 

Bailey introduced several 
amendments pertaining to the 
racial composition of the Commun­
ity Policy Advisory Board, cha.~­
ging the pay of one third of the 
workers to $3.00 an hour, instead 
of $2.00, and making one quarter 
of the jobs full time. These 
were all accepted by the two 
groups and the proposal was 
voted on and it passed unanimous­
ly with three Councilmen absent. 
It was then sent to the City 
Attorney to have the legal 
draft drawn up and to be 
voted on finally the following 
evening. 

The council was meeting 
three evenings that week with 
budget deliberations. The 
following evening, Bailey 
announced, with only five 
people present, that he 
wasn't going to vote on the 
proposal that evening. 

All nine council people 
were potential votes for the 
program because they all 
voted on support of it one way 
or another during previous vot~es 
(except Sweeney) . So, it was 
a matter of getting the right 
five people seated at a meeting 
at the same time. 
Thursday evening, B~iley pre­
sented another amendment, which 
was that the administration of 
the grant, currently given to 
the predominently white Ecology 
Center, be transferred to CES. 
This proposal was not accept­
able to Ecology Action, the vote 
divided, and both alternatives 
lost with Bailey and Simmons 
voting for the grant to go to 
CES, and Hancock, Kallgren, 
Price and McLaren voting for 
it to go to the Ecology Center. 
Sweeney voted against both and 
Widener abstained on both. 

With one more chance before 
time ran out, the two Centers 
struck a compromise whereby both 
of them administered the grant 
jointly. They still were not 
sure how Bailey and Simmons 
would vote, and presumed Sweeney 
would vote against it. Widener 
was out of town, so they needed 
Hone, Kallgren, McLaren, Price 
and Hancock at the June 27 
meeting. 

At the Tuesday afternoon 
session, McLaren told some of 
the interested party, that he 
would not be back that evening. 
The City Attorney's office, was 
in the midst of typing the lat.est 
draft of the contract. 

Hone said she could not vote 
on the proposal until she had 
time to study the contract--­
which would mean a delay until 
the evening session when McLaren 
and presumably Kallgren could 
not be there. 

After much frantic effort, 
it was decided that the two 
councilmen would come for a 
while to the evening session. 

That evening, several Telegraph 
Avenue street people were plan­
ning to disrupt the council 
meeting with some demands re~ 
garding the war and the bombing 
of the dikes in Vietnam. 

(continued to page 11, top) 
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McLaren and Kallgren had not 
arrived yet, and several members 
of the coilllcil threatened to 
leave if the meeting was dis­
rupted. So the street people 
and the people from Ecology Action 
and CES had a brief meeting in 
the hall, vhere the Ecology 
people asked the atreet people 
to wait until after the Ecology 
vote for the disruption. Most 
people seemed to agree to wait 
although some felt strongly they 
should go ahead with the dis­
ruption. 

In the meantime, all the coW1cil 
members had arrived. So the: 
discussion was open, a brief 
report was given that the city's 
solid waste commission had en­
dorsed the proposal, and a vote 
was taken in which it was 
Wlanimously approved, to the 
relief of all concerned. 

KATHY RHODES 

LOSES 
CLOSE RACE TO DORT 

Only 2000 votes cheated Mike 
Jones from a November run-off 
election with incumbent Joseph 
Bort for membership from the 4th 
District on the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors. 

Because of the groundwork he 
layed, Mike predicts that Bort 
will be defeated in 1976 by an­
other liberal-radical candidate. 
Many people now know of this 
"secret government 11 , five men, 
who set the tax rate for a 270 
million budget (compared to 
Berkeley's 27 million). It is 
a case of exhorbitant taxation 
in Jones' estimation. 

What went wrong in the cam­
paign then? Mike s aye; "I lost 
in Castro Valley and in the 
student community; the students 
failed to vote on rent control 
and Supervisor like they could 
have." His low-keyed campaign 
did not reach and involve stu­
dents mainly because the strike 
lines at U.C. were respected. 

Neither did the expected 
support from McGovern workers 
materialize. McGovern precinct 
organizers were outsiders, who 
did not understand coalition 
politics, so precinct walkers 
carried only one man's liter­
ature. 

Mike's campaign staff had been 
optimistic about November. They 
had had no doubt that the margin 
of 10,000 votes between Jones and 
Bort would have faded rapidly as 
Ken Meade and Ron Dellums, Demo­
cratic incumbents, turned Nov­
ember into a partisan affair and 
Mike joined them. 

Bort, a one term Republican 
supervisor, who served on the 
Berkeley City.Council until 1968, 
was vulnerable on several :ts sues, 
In hts campaign, he had taken 
credit for the food stamp pro­
gram as well as for improvements 
at the Santa Rita County Jail 
Farm. Neither was true, accord­
ing to Jones . 
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Chameleon-like, Bort also sup­
ported the Southern Crossing of 
the bay and was against neighbor­
hood health clinics until ninety 
days before the election: then 
he shed his establishment skin 
and switched positions. 

How do you get ammunition for 
a campaign in Alameda County. 
You don't is the answer. 

Three days were spent by Jones' 
staff with video-taped record­
ings of many meetings of the 
Board of Supervisors in a fruit­
less attempt to compile a voting 
record on the incumbent. 

"The way the Board meetings are 
run is a shuck on the public" are 
Mike's words. Roll call votes 
seldom happen. With the deft eye 
of an auctioneer, the Board Sec­
retary picks up signs only visible 
to him. His cry of "three for -
two against" is almost the only 
proof that a vote actually hap­
pened. 
Jones as a Black social ·plan­

ner and long-time activist (Civil 
Rights, anti-war) obviously puts 
his poor Black and White brothers 
first and doesn't like the health 
facility neglect here in Berkeley. 

Herrick Hospital is inaieq_uate 
with what County paid service it 
offers. Mike cites only two beds 
here for mental health patients. 
South County conservatives appar­
ently have the political clout to 
bring hospitals and clinics there. 

It's not surprising that Mike 
Jones, a Berkeley politico since 
Free Speech days, has at least 
one eye on the City Council elec­
tion of 1973. "I don't know the 
name of the game this yea," he 
said. His acreage in Mendocino 
looks more appealing to him 
every day. 

Dellums 
(continued from page 1) 

in that he ran strongly in the 
newly added Contra Costa por­
tions of the 7th C.D. and his 
vote total was greater than 
opposition Democrats and Repub­
licans combined. That's the 
good news. 

The primary results are also a 
cause for considerable concern. 
The opposition in the Democratic 
primary did not run a dynamic 
campaign and Ron's ability to 
hold the loyalty of non-radical 
Democrats has not yet been tested 
in the face of the kind of well 
financed radical baiting cam­
paign that the Republicans will 
throw against him in the fall. 
(Ron has been picked as "vul­
nerable" by the Republican 
National Committee and there will 
be heavy money available to 
Hannaford.) 

More seriously, the Dellums cam­
paign is showing the weakness of 
a people's congressman. In 1970, 
Dellums was where the action was 
and volunteers and money were 
relatively plentiful. Even so, 
the campaign then ended up with 
a substantial debt, which has 
still to be paid off and drags 
on our ability to finance the 
current effort. 

We have the further problem of 
a presidential drawing off of 
volunteers; McGovern is the ac­
tion candidate in 1972. 
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This fall will see Dellums run­
ning in more conservative dis­
tricts, against a better finan­
ced and more attractive Repub­
lican than he faced two years 
ago--and Ron will have no money 
and little organization. The 
problem is not a personal prob-

lem with Dellums, but the inher­
ent difficulty of "working with­
in the system". 

The system is, for a congress­
man once elected, to tie himself 
to powerful and wealthy inter­
ests within the district--he is 
then supplied with sufficient 
filllding to contimie in office 
without strain. Indeed, the 
local Republican papers usually 
endorse the conventional incum­
bent Democrats to give their 
lists of endorsements a "non­
partisan" aspect. Such a con­
gressman does not have to worry 
about maintaining an active 
mass base. 

Maverick congressmen, let a­
lone a radical congressman, are 
continually faced with the prob­
lem of maintaining an active 
popular organization to counter 
the effects of hostile press and 
well financed opposition. 

We, in the Coalition, owe Ron 
a special debt. It was his en­
dorsements that were critical 
in winning the Berkeley city 
elections and rent control. 

Dellums needs your help now. 
Money needs to be raised. If 
you can have a fund raising 
party in your home or arrange 
a chance benefit, please get 
started and let us know. 

The campaign needs visibility. 
Every Coalition member should 
have a Dellums sign on their 
front lawn or window. 

Mostly, the campaign needs you 
--your time available on a regu­
lar basis for phoning, mailing, 
precinct work and all the other 
shit work that political cam­
paigns thrive on. 

The precinct breakdowns are 
not available yet, but from the 
sample precincts, it appears 
that the Fair Rent Committee was 
able to cut into the conserva­
tive hold on the black community 
in a significant way, and to 
carry the campus areas by a 
large margin, despite an effect­
ive and confusing mailing there 
by the realtors. 

How the hills voted will be 
interesting to see. Except for 
leafletting at the Co-ops, there 
was little effort put forth the 
there. 

The Rent Control election has 
clearly shown that the moderate 
to radical left can mount a de­
finite majority in Berkeley. No 
doubt the eighteen year old vote 
coupled with an intensive voter 
registration drive helped, but 
a oo.mple look at the figures 
shows that eight thousand fewer 
people voted against rent con­
trol than voted against police 
control, and over eleven thou­
sand people voted for rent con­
trol than voted for police con­
trol. 

Since JW1e 6th, the Berkeley 
Gazette has been strangely quiet 
about "majority rule", one of 
its favorite subjects before the 
election. 
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Rent Control 
(continued from page 1) 

would cost hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to administer that 
it would make it more difficult 
for students to rent apartments 
and that rent control , with its 
provisions for bringing build­
ings up to code, would lead to 
the destruction of old houses 
and their replacement with 
ticky-tackies. 

In addition, there were anti­
rent control ads in the Gazette 
almost every day, featuring 
anti-rent control endorsements 
from Council members Hone, 
Kallgren, Sweeney, Price and 
McLaren, and a good deal of paid 
advertising on KDIA and KCBS. 
The realtors admit spending 
$33,600 on their campaign, but 
it is estimated that they proba­
bly spent close to $40,000. The 
Fair Rent Committee had about 
$1,800 to spend. 

The FRC concentrated its ef­
forts in the black community and 
on and around the campus. The 
hills were virtually ignored. 
The campus battle was waged 
through the Daily Californian 
over a period of months. The 
black community was reached 
through special mailings, leaf­
lets, and "dropsn of literature, 
plus sixteen KDIA radio spots 
which Ron Dellums recorded. 

Although many people expressed 
support for rent control, few 
were interested in doing any 
work. A core of ten to twelve 
people worked very intensively 
over a short period of time, in 
a campaign that was cut into by 
the week of rioting following 
Nixon's Haiphong speech. 

While the realtors could pay 
people $20 a day to hand out the 
their literature, and thirty 
cents for every Fair Rent Commi­
ttee poster they tore down, FRC 
had to rely largely on its own 
energies. Also some Dellums and 
McGovern precinct workers were 
reluctant to carry rent control 
material because they feared it 
would hurt their respective can­
didates. 

The media was no help either. 
The Gazette tried to ignore the 
whole campaign, as did the Chron 
Chronicle and the Examiner. 
KPFA did broadcast on debate on 
KPFB, and Larry Bensky had two 
FRC members and a realtor on his 
late night show in the last days 
of the campaign. KQED covered 
the issue the Friday before the 
election, but generally it was 
as if the media felt that rent 
control was too controversial 
to handle. They had all been 
sent a copy of the charter amen 
amendment and other material 
about eight weeks before the 
election. 

Therefore, the rent control 
victory was somewhat remark­
able, considering the resources 
the realtors had at their dispo­
sal and the FRC's lack of re­
sources. 

July 

A Short History of Rent 

1n Berkeley 

Control 

The movement for tenant's 
rights and tenant's power in 
Berkeley is not merely a recent 
development. Since 1960, there 
have been periodic attempts to 
organize tenants against real 
estate interests and landlords. 
Most of these attempts have in­
volved the organizing of tenants 
into a union or unions for the 
purposes of collective bargain­
ing with landlords. By far the 
most successf'ul tenant unioniz­
ing movements were the Berkeley 
Tenants Union (BTU) and Tenants 
on a Radical Change in Housing 
(TORCH); but the successes of 
BTU and TORCH were basically 
limited to collective bargain­
ing agreements with a few of the 
more oppressive landlords and 
educating a number of people. 
But the years of exploitation 
and frustration by a legal and 
economic system which strongly 
favors landlords ended with the 
passage of Rent Control. 

In the early to mid sixties, 
tenant movements consisted main­
ly of tenants trying to bargain 
with landlords for more equitable 
leases, primarily for student 
housing. None of these efforts 
ever culminated in any substan­
tive results. 

1969, just prior to People's 
Park, saw the beginnings of a 
Rent Control movement. Like 
Proposition 11i, 11 this Rent Con­
trol was in the form of a Char­
ter Amendment, which required 
signature collection and passage 
by the voters. However, this 
attempt was aborted when People's 
Park was taken over by the Uni­
versity Administration and the 
complete disruption which fol­
lowed. 

After People's Park, the BTU 
began to organize tenants to 
exert their collective power 
against landlords. Shortly 
thereafter, TORCH organized in 
the Black community to help 
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tenants with their rights. But 
the same exploitative economic 
conditions which in part produce 
the unfavorable rental situation 
also keep the tenants oppressed; 
and coupled with a legal system 
stacked against tenants, pre­
vents effective organizing and 
action against landlords. Thus, 
despite the odds, BTU and TORCH 
were able to make some inroads 
into the real estate interests' 
power. 

The Fair Rent Committee, which 
orginated the Rent Control Char­
ter Amendment, was not directly 
spawned from the BTU. It was 
o,iginally made up of people from 
various Berkeley communities, 
some of whom were BTU'ers. The 
goal was to see what Berkeley 
tenants could accomplish on a 
city level to equalize landlord­
tenant power. Rent Control was 
a tool which had been used effec­
tively in other cities and it 
was seen as a way of gaining jus­
tice for tenants and of balanc­
ing the unfair power relation­
ships. With a Berkeley popula­
tion of two-thirds tenants, the 
FRC felt• that tenant electoral 
strength could overcome their 
lack of economic power. Thus, 
Rent Control could be used to 
relieve tenants from the burdens 
of high rents and, perhaps, to 
aid in the organization of 
tenants. 

There were still significant 
,decisions which had to be made 

concerning the form and details 
of the Rent Control mechanism. 
Accordingly, the FRC tried to 
obtain as much community input 
as possible. After a year of 
working sessions, of sending 
proposals and drafts throughout 
the City, an~.of calling com­
munity meetings, the FRC's Rent 
Control Charter Amendment was 
ready to be placed on the 
ballot. 

Rich Illgen 
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