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streets for people -r1,,the parker st. park plan 
For a while last spring, 11 looked hke "I'd rather hve on Parker Street ~-V\ 

people on the 2200 block of Parker St. than fly around where the angels lialei"~T 
might be living a little closer to the angels from a song bY. r,!alvma R<y.~Jds; J ..:,· -~ 
because both the Parks and Recreation , , -~ , , 1 f·'I'. , , •, ~1 
and the City Planning Commissions ~-t f'--r, ; ,,, 
approved in principle a request to close ,. , '• 
the street to through traffic and construct ·---~ Mf·~_,r, 1,\ 

a park. People were even saying that if \•-.!fV l (r:·/'/~~ 
the Parker Street plan went through, •' 
other neighborhoods could develop 
street-parks in a checker board fashion 
throughout the city. But the plan failed 
to get final approval and died quietly on 
the drawing board. 

An architectural rendering of the plan 
shows Parker Street between Fulton and 
Ellsworth. Both ends of the street are 
narrowed to limit easy access to traffic 
and there is a large stretch of diagonal 
'parking places. In the center of the block, 
bricked paths give access to drive-ways 
and emergency vehicles, and there is a 
large grassy area with swings, sandboxes 
and benches. 

The move to create a street-park began 
in the fall of 1971 when residents met to 
find ways to curtail traffic through their 
neighborhoods. The first proposal was to 
close the street, but the city was 
uncooperative. Then, in the spring of the 
next year, block meetings were held to 
more carefully plan a request for a park. 
The plan was supported by a great 
majority of the residents and communes 

on t e block an soon the matter was 
before the Planning Commission which 
okayed the concept -but referred the 
matter to their sub-committee on traffic. 
Of three members on that committee, 
one was out of town, and one was 
disqualified (Al Raeburn who engineered 
the Berkeley Five Rent Control 
Campaign) because he was part owner of 
the Bachenheimer properties at the 

corner o and Pa~ker. 

BUILDING THREATENS TILDEN ANIMAL FARM 

The Commission appointed another 
person to the sub-committee and both 
voted agajnst the park proposal. The 
Planning Commission then set up an open 
hearing to consider traffic patterns in the 
a,ea and hear public opinion, The 
meeting was publicized through a circular 
sent to all the residents and property 
owners in the area by the Planning 
Commission. Older residents, particularly 
from the Berkeley Townhouse for the 
Elderly, on the corner of Dana and 
Parker, assumed the hippies were 
planning to resurrect another People's 
Park in the middle.of the street. By fall of 1973, a new building will 

stand in Tilden Park, between the Animal 
Farm and Jewel Lake, to serve East Bay 
youngsters as an Environmental Educa­
tion Center (EEC). The single-story 
pinwheel shaped building will have 
maximum dimensions of I 75' x 70' and is 
designed as the only such facility in the 
joint Alameda - Contra Costa district. 

Inside, Park District naturalists will 
conduct nature orientation sessions 
around a fireplace, and visitors will find 
museum-type exhibits relating to Bay 
Area nature and ecology. Part of this 
program is specifically aimed at 
"disadvantaged residents of this area." 

Critics, however, have charged that the 
$400,000 EEC facility is too elaborate 
for its site. This EEC is too costly, they 
say, and will bring too many visitors to a 
park area already subject to overuse. 
Environmentalists - including new Park 
Board member Mary Lee Jefferds, Jean 
Siri and others - fought unsuccessfully to 
have the project scaled down. They 
proposed that smaller satellite centers be 
built in several parks, rather than one 
large EEC at Tilden. 

Park neighbors also protested the 
removal of 68 eucalyptus trees to clear 
the site for the EEC building. 

ENVIRONMENTALIMPACT:OK 
The Tilden EEC passed the test of an 

Environmental Impact Study with flying 
colors, despite objectors. Author of the 
Impact Study, U.C. Davis Professor 
Seymour Gold, recommended it, 
"without qualification as a significant 
improvement." 

Gold dismissed alternatives of smaller 
or decentralized structures saying "none 
... would accomplish the objectives of 
this program or yield the same benefits, 
experience or opportunities of this 
proposed project to the Bay Area." 

Chief Interpretive Naturalist, Chris 
Nelson, says that costs also prohibit 
decentralized structures in other more 
remote parks. The Tilden EEC will cost 
$400,000, but Nelson explains that 

LE .__ 

--

utilities and roads into a remote park 
would cost $100,000, and a building 
would cost still more. Thus, Nelson says, 
four buildings could not be built for the 
cost of this one, 

Nelson calls suggestions like this 
"laymen shooting from the hip." The 
Tilden site, he says, will best serve urban 
children from Berkeley, Oakland and 
Richmond communities. 

Crowding of Tilden will be avoided 
says Nelson - although the EEC is 
expected to draw up to 300,000 visitors 
annually which is at least double the 
present use of the nature area. Nelson 
explains that the additional visitors will 
be brought to the park during the 
off-season in rain or cold weather when 
the area would normally be unused. 
Naturalists and the exhibits will also 
promote other parks - Briones, Coyote 
Hills,· Los Trampas, etc. - so visitors will 
theoretically use other parks henceforth. 

SKEPTICS 
A Park District staff memo, in 

February 1970, contradicts Naturalist , 
Chris Nelson's conclusions, in part. 
"There is little disagreement over the 
need ... ", the memo found, but "most 
of the staff believe the building designed 
is too elaborate and that it may be 
difficult to expand, when needed," 

One Park District observer speculates 
that ultimately, satellite facilities will be 
built in other parts of the District, in 
addition to this elaborate EEC facility. 
Children in South Alameda County or in 
outlying Contra Costa will not come this 
far and will eventually demand services. 

CHECKERED HISTORY 
Originally proposed in 1963, Tilden's 

EEC has had a checkered history, When 
first designs of a "fortress-like buildirlg" 
were rejected, the pinwheel•shaped 
building was designed. The Park District 
has spent $25,000 on planning and 
drawings, has held three public hearings 
and has earmarked $380,000 for the 
Center. A citizen's committee also 
approved the plans, 
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One early study proposed removal of 
the Animal Farm, pony rides, trout pond 
and tennis courts when the EEC was 
built. Citizen protests have insured these 
will remain, although one naturalist 
admits the Animal Farm will "probably 
not be so bucolic" with the EEC building 
nearby, 

TRAIN MAK.ING 
IN THE PARK? 

In other park business, the Park Board 
is considering the request of a 
manufacturer to operate an "education­
al" foundary on District land, Visitors 
could see miniature steam engines made 
through glass walls of the found ry, the 
District would get a concession fee, and 
the manufacturer would sell the engines 
for $ I 5,000 - $30,000 a piece. 

Merry Blodgett 

When confronted by a large meeting 
organized by the landlords and composed 
mostly of elderly and retired citizens, the 
Parker Street communes were taken by 
surprise. Bachenheill_ler gave an impas­
sioned speech encouraging the confronta• 
tion of freaks and older people, Then the 
traffic committee gave its negative report. 
Finally a Chinese landlord spoke against 
the park, quoting from Chairman Mao. 
After that, the Commission refused to 
approve and so the matter was brought 
before the City Council which also held 
its approval. 

After a year and a half of struggle for 
their park, Parker Street people continue 
to seek ways to solve traffic problems in 
our neighborhoods and provide open 
space and greenery for our health and 
pleasure. 

Doug Brown 

Entrance to the EEC construction site in Tilden Photo by Merry Blodgett 
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Corporate liberalism has made a strong 
comeback in Berkeley in the recent rent 
control and co-op elections. Whereas 
corporate liberals clothed themselves in 
"professionalism" and "expertise" in the 
'50's and '60's, the new generation wraps 
their reactionary cores in deceptive liberal 
rhetoric. 

The name of the game is to posture, 
posture, posture create, the illusion 
that progress is imminent. For example, 
Ka]lgren promised an alternative police 
plan during the '71 election-he produced 
it just in time for the '73 election. The 
Police Initiative Committee observed that 
the Kallgren plan was a "cynical and 
transparent attempt to deceive the people 
of Berkeley." There is some similarity 
between the Kallgren proposal and one 
developed by Loni Hancock except, as 
explained by PIC, "Kallgren has gutted 
the Hancock proposal, taken everything 
meaningful out of it, kept some of its 
language, and then advanced the measure 
as his own." 

These reformist gestures are all 
phony-baloney. People like Kallgren, and 
those that run on their 'unity slates,' have 
no intention of doing anything except 
maintaining the status•quo. . . . 

Speaking of which ... will the "Jiving 
room liberals" put together a 'unity slate' 
acceptable to both liberals and 
conservatives? Rumor has it that Ed 
Kallgren's living room, even though it is 
in a Claremont Mansion, won't hold 
1,300 people. In fact, only a handful of 
carefully selected Democrats were invited 
to pick the 'unity slate' the day after the 
coalition open convention. Will the 
Republicans docilely let the Democrats 
run their little number? Will the people of 
Berkeley? Stay tuned to GRASSROOTS 

fly 
on tl,e 
Wtl// 

next month for the next thrilling episode 
of the "living room liberals." 

Seen the notice about the Neighbor· 
hood Traffic Study? (The one with the 
Mayor's picture on it? Nothing like a 
little free political publicity at city 
expense ... ) 

The notice announces that city 
consultants will study the traffic situation 
in Berkeley and requests community 
participation. On the consultants' tenns, 
of course. 

Neighborhoods should get together 
their traffic plans before the professional 
traffic engineers show up. It's absolutely 
critical that the experts take their 
direction from neighborhood people. It's 
our money-and our neighborhoods·! . . . 

Henry Ramsey's city council candi• 
dacy may become one of the principal 
issues of this year's municipal campaign. 

• It seems that Ramsey, a Berkeley resident 
since I 971, was one of the chief 
supporters of the disastrous 'urban 
renewal' of central Richmond. His 
activity on the Berkeley Redevelopment 
Agency indicates he would like to 
transfer some of this 'expertise' to 
Berkeley. We like open space, Henry, but 
not by the means that you advocate. . . . 

NEW ITEM: The April Coalition 
convention was beyond the wildest 
expectations of the planners. They had to 
cut the ballots in half because· people so 
greatly outnumbered printed ballots. In 
this c,ase we can forgive the poor 
planning! 

I saw people J hadn't seen in years. 
and when it was all over-great 
candidates. If all of us put our feet where 
our mouths are for the next few months 
we can construct a new Berkeley. 

THE BRACERO 

a novel by EUGENE NELSON 
About THE BRACERO: 

"THE BRACERO ... an impressive piece of work, solid and convincing. 
conducive in its total effect to anger and horror and grief...the final 
pages are as affecting as anything I have read in recent years." 

-- Dan Wickenden • 

About EUGENE NELSON, author of THE BRACERO, 
and the earlier documentary, HU ELGA. THE FIRST HUNDRFD DAYS OF 
THE DELANO GRAPE STRIKE: 

"We must have been the same kind of travelers ... you're a natural born 
writer, a pure storyteller." 

-- Jack Kerouac 

$3.50 from THORP SPRINGS PRESS, 2311-C Woolsey, Berkeley or at 
CODY'S BOOKSTORE, MOE'S, CITY LIGHTS. YENAN AND GRANMA. 

DEAF AND BLIND TO GO 
There is little possibility of retaining 

the California Schools for the Deaf and 
Blind (CSDB) on th~ present Berkeley 
site, according to Dr. Wilson Riles, 
California Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. He cited earthquake dangers 
as the main collsideration leading to this 
decision, in a response to a petition from 
approximately 150 neighbors of the 
California Schools asking that the schools 
be retained on their present site. The 
petitions also requested a public hearing 
in Berkeley if a move is considered. 

Riles also said that he hoped the 
schools will be relocated in the East Bay 
Area: "Educating these children in an 
isolated rural area would be detrimental 

to their learning process and to their 
futures." 

As for future use of the CSDB land, if 
vacated, Dr. Riles said "there are no plans 
to my knowledge." A large portion of the 
land is under 1 Q.year lease to the East 
Bay Regional Park District. 

"Future stale use of the land held by 
the State will probably be determined by 
the Department of General Services," 
Riles said. 

To date, no alternative site for the 
schools has been made official. A 
Redwood City site was reported under 
consideration by the Chronicle, but this 
has not been confirmed. 

Merry Blodgett 

AFSCME SUES UC: SEXISM 
AFSCME 1695 (UC Non-Academic 

Employees) will go to court in the next 
few days to sue the University of 
~alif?rni~. The union says the University 
1s guilty m the first place of violating its 
own rul~s. When hundreds of employees 
ftled grievances protesting the discrimi• 
natory pay increases granted by UC last 
summer, the University simpy refused to 
consider them. Vice Chancellor Robert 
Kerley claimed that the grievance is not a 
grievance but rather a request for a policy 
change, which the Union vehemently 
d~nies. 

Last summer's pay increases were 
sexually discriminatory. Those jobs which 
are overwhelmingly held by women 

received 6% increases-while those jobs 
which received 8.5% and 11% increases 
are overwhelmingly filled by men and 
those which received 13% are filled 
exclusively by men. University Rule 200 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
sex. Therefore any such discrimination is 
subject to the grievance procedure. In 
addition, the Chancellor's office cannot 
simply dismiss out of hand grievances it 
doesn't like." The grievance procedure 
outlines steps which must be followed 
and not one of them includes Vice 
C_hancellor Kerley simply saying "No 
soap:" 

Call 549-3440 for information. 

Potter:zs Wheels Cer:zamics Classes 
PACIFICA KICK WHEELS Low TUiTioN 

OR klTS WITH PLANS Jncluc>es mufer;ziuls 
Eas!I to assemble. & fir;zing 

f'rices start at $45 10toaclass, each with a wheel 
Monday-Thursday Afternoon & Nite 

POTTER'S STUbio 845-7471 
2397 Son Fbblo, Benkele,_y (of Channinn) 

YE'NAN 800kS /romAfllNA 
~ ♦ MarJ<is~-Leninist Classics and v,flbAM 
0 * IA~or-Hisl'orv. * Posf'us from China 
. • 1hrrd World t:,terature * Revolutionary ~ecordS 0 • Womery.'s struggre 
CD • f,\agazrnes 

• Per,i:>di,ols 

The belt lpealt:e~ 
on 1he market? t) 

-There's 
a good c:hance! 



GRASSROQTS Pa,-e 12 

bhs students blast gazette • racism 
011 Saturday, January I 3th the 

Berkeley Gazette published an article 
which claimed to descn·be the testimony 
of six anonymous hi'gh school students 
concerned with a "climate of fear" at 
Berkeley High School The writer of the 
article, August Maggey, related exten· 
sively the feelings of these students and 
the purported circumstances at school 
which led them to his office. He treated 
their viewpoints as facts in the published 
account. 

Two days later, seven other Berkeley 
High School students wellf to the Gazette 
Office for a conference with Mr. Maggey 
for the purpose of expressing their side of 
the question, which denie.d any climate of 
fear. Mr. Afaggey assured them that he 
would give equal billing to all sides of the 
question. He did not. 

Not only did he submerge the rebuttal 
in a long list of incidents, suspension 
statistics and comments to make it seem 
invalid and naive, but he also deleted the 
most essemial points. 

For this reason, we have felt it 
necessary to reiterate and clarify for the 
benefit of the School Board, the 
community and Berkeley High School, 
the feelings we share with many Berkeley 
High School students and teachers. The 
attached statement was made to the 
School Board at its special meeting on 
Monday, February 5th 

I 'am here representing a group of 
Berkeley High School students who feel 
tonight's topic merits the attention of 

THE NEXT TO LAST MEETING 

Announcement 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

In the outside ring the paraphrase is 
puffing its way out from under the 
friendly amendment who is itching his 
nose with the saliva tip of his cigarino 
while engaging in honest struggle with the 
substitute motion who has developed 
severe cramps trying to find the correct 
position from which to call the question 
in a loud clear tone. 

Meanwhile, in the center of the floor 
the issue is dancing veiled in confusion 
trying to strip itself bare without being 
accused of compromise and obscenity. 

News Analysis 

As a door prize the day was won by 
half the noor which separated around a 
wide range or procedural maneuvers 
supporting maximum participation ac­
cording to proportional voting assign­
ment. This left the door open and the 
prize of unity in abeyance until further 
notice. 

Ruth Veres 

students as well as parents and teachers. 
We feel the Gazette did the schools 

and the community a great dis-service by 
publishing their article "Climate of Fear 
at Berkeley I ligh School" on January J 3, 
1973. The article quoted six anonymous 
white high school students who expressed 
their anxiety and fear of a violent 
atmosphere at Berkeley I ligh School. We 
do not feel that any group of six students 
can fairly or accurately represent the 
situation at Berkeley High School. 
However, the Gazette presented the 
students' viewpoint as the prevalent 
sentiment of white students at the school. 
For this reason, we feel it necessary to 
express our own white student viewpoint. 

We feel the Gazette used particular 
incidents to create what it claimed to be 
the over-all situation. We would like to 
comment on three specific incidents 
which we feel were extremely 
exaggerated and mis-construed. Firstly, 
the studems claimed, "They're always 
smoking marijuana in the restrooms, and 
they blow it in your face." We would like 
to question who "they'' are. It is a well 
known fact that marijuana smoking is not 
restricted to one or any racial group at 
Berkeley High School - nor is there 
"always" smoking in the bathrooms. 
Secondly, the Gazette recounted a 
"typical" incident of having your watch 
ripped off by some "black dude". This is 
not typical! Extortions of this sort are 
infrequent. We do not deny that they 
occur, but they are by no means 
common. The last example we would like 
to cite is one that demonstrates the 
overall attitude of these students. They 
said, "If you bump into the black guy, 
you better say you're sorry." It is 
common courtesy to apologize to anyone 
you bump into. Were 'these students 
suggesting that they should not be 
expected to apologize to a black person? 
Statements of this sort are racist and not 
deserving of merit. 

Furthermore, we find it hard to 
believe that suspension statistics for 
Berkeley High School can give a fair or 
accurate picture of the crime rate at the 
school. Almost 80% of these suspensions 
occur because of cigarette smoking, card 
playing, and other victimless crimes. 
These crimes involve irresponsible 
individuals and do not affect the student 
body as a whole. 

To be sure we shared these feelings 
with other students, we asked a random 
selection of 485 white students 
throughout the school if they felt a 
"climate of fear" at Berkeley High. Out 
of the 485 asked,85%(that is to say, 412 
white students) denied any "climate of 
fear". In addition to this question, we 
asked the same students if they felt racial 
tensions had lessened in the past few 
years in Berkeley since integration. 75% 
of the students stated that they had 

march 8-international women's day 

lessened and the other 25% claimed 
nothing had changed. 

The 73 students who felt a "climate of 
fear" may or may not have been victims 
of extortions or violence. We know that 
we cannot justify this by saying there is 
just the average amount of violence in 
Berkeley High School; but can you justify 
the average amount of violence in the 
world today? In a world where the poUce 
cannot provide protection for 100% of 
the people, how can it be expected that 
the school system can provide I 00% 
protection for its students? 

Inflammatory and sensationalized 
articles such as those published in the 
past few weeks serve only to excite and 
pressure the community and schools into 
imprudent and impulsive decisions. 

Going through the Berkeley Schools 

has not always been easy, but besides the 
sometimes hassles, fights and extortions, 
there is a lot of peaceful interaction going 
on. This is the most important experience 
in the Berkeley schools. The issue being 
discussed tonight is an important and 
difficult problem. It should not be dealt 
with rashly or by instituting classical 
discipline. The Berkeley Unified School 
District has always prided itself in finding 
new answers, not in reverting to the old 
ones. This attitude has provided for a 
much wider personal as well as academic 
experience. We hope this will prevail in 
the future. 

Carla Hesse, John Shordike, 
Michelle Breger, Richard Grasetti, 
Jeremy Saxon, Josh Kohn, Amy 
Lieberman, Sutie Lewis 

~/SABLED ~EMAJXP 
SELP-~ETERMINATIO!( 

This article is a historical description of for our own freedom. We began planning 
the Crip movement in Berkeley. the kind of services we needed to attract 
Subsequent article will deal more with other disabled to Berkeley. From this 
national political implications of Berkeley planning emerged the 1970 federally 
movement. funded (Office of Education) Physcially 

Disabled Students' Program, staffed by 
severely disabled and blind former 
students. This Program, located at 2532 

Berkeley has a unique population of Durant / No. 2, serves as the advocate for 
politically active severely disabled people. and delivers the needed services to 
From a modest beginning with the disabled students. The services inclu'de an 
admittance of one severely disabled attendant pool, instant wheelchair repair, 
student in 1962 to the University of transportation, aid in finding suitable 
California, the disabled population housing, counseling, and emergency 
around the campus has grown to over service. Immediately, it became apparent 
300. We are a group who has successfully that P.D.S.P.'s services were extremely 
learned how to fight for our effective. For the first time, severely 
independence. Our primary goal has been disabled people could live independently 
the development of a service delivery in the Berkeley community. However, as 
system which allows the severely disabled the P.D.S.P. was mandated to serve only 
to live independently in the Berkeley students, part of our group branched off 
community. In trying to accomplish this to form a community based service 
goal we have to overcome many barriers, delivery system, known as the C.I.L. 
not all of which are physical. It was (Center for Independent Living). 
obvious that those very institutions Beginning in July of 1972 under. a 
(Welfare, Vocational Rehabilitation) that planning gram from the U.S. Rehabili­
were supposed to be aiding us were often tation Services Administration, the C.1.L. 
our greatest obstacles. Our strength and has been developing strategies on how to 
confidence increased as we began to best serve the needs of all disabled in 
successfully fight for our rights with these Berkeley. It is through the C.I.L. that 
organizations. Our first major battle was many of the architectural and social 
fought in 1968 when a Rehabilitation barriers in the city of Berkeley are being 
counselor tried to control our group by attacked. Both the C.l.L. and P.D.S.P . .,are 
threatening withdrawal of financial aid. unique organizations of disabled and 
The climax came when she tried to expel blind people. They provide the first 
two of us from the university. We models of effective service delivery and 
revolted and for the first time D.V .R. clearly show that to meet their needs, 
(Department of Vocational Rehabili- disabled and blind together have to direct 
tation) clients were able to stop this their own programs. 
powerful state agency from enforcing its 
will. With this success, we discovered how Ed Roberts 
effective and powerful we were when we 
acted as a group. With this group Ed is a quadrip legic and active organizer 
consciousness came the realization that in the movement for self-detennination 
we had to depend on our own initiative of the severely disabled. 




