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enforce the rollback, lower your rent

v

2022 Blake Street
Berkeley 94704

Landlord's name

|Current address
I id you

lease mall or bring this f-or—m to: 2 R f -l
Berkeley Tenants Organizing Committee |
phone
Number of units in building current rent$ l
address
live at this address in August, 1972 August, 1971
this address (if known) in August, 1972 $__ August,1971 $__

Rent at

Address of August,

Address of August,

1971 tenant (if known)

1972 tenant (if known)

live in Berkeley in August,

197272 address

ID1d you

Landlord address rent $
Did you live in Berkeley in August, 1971? address
L andlord address rent $ _l

Hewn, HeH, heg,

WwHATCHA ALl
TALK] NG ABOLT. 3

,,..,'fnmds g

Bghtm

On April 24, the rollback of Berkeley
rents to the August 15, 1971 level will
take place. After that date no one will be
required to pay a rent higher than the
rent charged for their unit in August,
1971, unless a rent increase is granted by
the Rent Control Board.

The Board, which was elected last
January, ran a deceitful and anti-tenant
campaign. We do not expect it to admin-
ister the rollback with the energy that
will be required to make it work for all of
Berkeley’s tenants.

BTOC has begun a rent registration
campaign to insure the enforcement of
the rent control law in spite of the Board.
The adjoining form can be sent to BTOC,
ind we will cross reference it, so that
seople who are not living at their August,
1971, address can find out the rent of
heir unit at that date.

Tenants in several different areas of
Berkeley have already begun fighting
back against landlords who have violated
the rent freeze. We expect that as many
as 50% of Berkeley’s tenants live in units
in which the rent has been raised since
August, 1971. All these tenants will be
entitled to rent reductions as of April 24
of this year. We believe that these tenants
will get reductions only if they organize
and fight for them.

Organizing to enforce the rollback is
one aspect of BTOC’s work, but lowering
the high rents which have resulted from
Berkeley’s housing crisis will not solve the
crisis itself. We ultimately seek to remove
housing from the control of the impera-
tives of private property and profit —
make possible collective, co-operative
ownership and control of land and hous-
ing.

As a first step we are organizing ten-
ants unions and councils in Berkeley to
ensure effective enforcement of the rent
control law. Please help us by filling out
and returning the adjoining form.

forest job cuts in dellums’ district

American Federation of Government
Employees Local 3217 and the Pacific
Southwest Forest and Range Experiment
Station, a U.S. Department of Agriculture
Forest Service research agency headquar-
tered in Berkeley, formally signed their

first contract on January 2, 1973.

Signing of the contract marked the
end of 5 months of negotiations on
December 13, 1972.

AFGE Local

3217 is a pmneermg

Ragweed luckily doesn’t grow in Cal-
ifornia, but if you've lived in other parts
of the US you may have had a chance to
find out if you're one of the estimated
10% of the adult population that is
genetically predisposed to suffer from
hayfever when around ragweed.

If you are ecologically inclined, when
driven to the use of insecticide, you
look for something relatively harmless,
such as a product containing pyrethrins,
rather than a persistent organophosphate
insecticide.

If you belong to both of the above
categories, STOP! Pyrethrins cross-react
with ragweed allergies, can cause the
same symptoms. If you're a sniffly rag-
weed reactor, you may have to choose
between the sniffles and having insects
around.

ANTIMICROBIALS EVERYWHERE

Special antimicrobial agents are manu-

Local in at least two respects. It is the
first in a Forest Service Experiment
Station to sign a contract for white collar
workers as  well as ‘“‘wage-grade”
employees. Second, all the Local’s
officers presently are women or minority
group members. These groups also
constitute the most active portion of the
membership. Their major concern has
been career advancement training for
those holdmg non-professional  and

factured for incorporation into a fantastic
number of different products, mostly to

improve shelf life. Bacteriologists and
geneticists will tell you that one of the
best ways to increase the rate of pro-
duction of new microbial strains that are
drug resistant is to spread antimicrobial
agents widely through the environment.

These are some of the things that may
have antimicrobials in them: lacquer,
cement, latex, casein, oil or alkyd paints,
varnish, glue, corrugated, felt, insulation
board, printing ink, soap, photographic
solutions, auto polish, floor polish, carpet
yarn, rope, burlap, particle board, ply-
wood, wallboard, spackle, ceiling tile,
pipe sealing compound, ceramic glazes,
hand lotion, hair conditioner, suntan
lotion, shampoo, waterless hand cleaners,
etc. Wouldn’t it be nice if these products
had to be labeled to indicate if they con-
tained an antimicrobial agent?

clerical positions where almost all of the
women and minorities have found
themselves dead-ended.

A major vittory in the contract is the
article on Training and Development,
which states in part: “In the execution of
the Station’s training policy the
Employer will not discriminate for or

against an employee because of age, race,
color, sex, religion, marital status,
national origin, professional or non-
professional status or any other non-merit
factor.”

The first test of the contract, however,
may be in connection with an ongoing
reorganization of the Experiment Station
purportedly to meet a change in emphasis
from basic research to R.D.&A. (Research
Development and Application). This is
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expected to result in the eventual transter
from Berkeley of all major research
projects, mainly to Fresno and Davis.
Speculation has it that this transfer out of
Berkeley has less to do with the new
emphasis on R.D.&A. and more to do
with the cutbacks in federal employment
occumng in liberal Democratic congress-
men’s districts; in this case Congressman
Ronald Dellums’ district. The test of the
contract will come if the Employer fails
to notify the Local of the necessity for a
reduction-in-force in Berkeley “as far in
advance as practicable.”

For further information contact Ms.
Gene Bernardi, Pres., AFGE Local 3217,
9 Arden Rd., Berkeley, CA 94704.
Phone: Days—841-5121, ext. 311. After
4:30 p.m.: 841-8840.
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IGBR'S STEREOQ

........... AN ALTERNATIVE NON-PROFIT COMMUNITY STORE

- olynaco

List Price $188.00 a pair
IGOR’S PRICE $140.00 a pair

A-25s

Almost everyone has heard of the Dyna A-25 speakers. They have been top-rated
by almost every hi-fi rating service or magazine, including the Stereophile. But did
you know Dyna offers an excellent line of electronics as well?

At IGOR’S you will also find the low distortion Pat-4 preamplifier and stereo
120 amplifier, the highly sensitive and selective FM-5 tuner and the high quality
SCA-80Q integrated amplifier. All Dyna electronics are available as factory-wired
units or as Kits for those who wish to build their own.

FM-5 and PAT-4

in CAB-28 cabinet SCA-80 @ and AF-6

in CAB-2D cabinet

Stereo 120

SERVICE at our NEW REPAIR CENTER

N ° IRINININIRININTINT.
A division 2518 A Durant
of the ’ Berkeley
Students of 8 0“ ' 0 p S Upstairs in the Abbey Mall
Berkeley 848-2016

WE DON’T WE DO

—_ Sell you “package deals” where you get imbalanced, poor quality — Offer uniformly and reasonably-priced high-fidelity equipment
systems at rip-off prices. (The components in our systems are inte- — Listen to you, rap with you about your hi-fi needs, because we're
grated & balanced). here to answer your questions and 1o serve you.

— High pressure you into buying a system you don’t want or need — Run a non-profit store. Any profits go to support community pro-
(We have no incentive our sales people get no commissions of any Jects (For example: health clinics, free food programs, and com-
sort,) munity newspapers.).

— Try to sell components at full list price to people who don’t know — Service what we sell. If your new system breaks down, bring it
any better, and at a discount to those who can “bargain us down.” back. We'll take care of the hassle of gerting it fixed.

(We sell at the same uniform low price to everyone.)

R AR A N A A A A R A N A A A A S A N R R S A A A o
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CITY COUNCIL FUN AND GAMES

As election time draws near,
citizens of Berkeley may be in f()r a
change in the usual pace and direction of
their City Council. The meeting of March
6 seemed to introduce the possibility
that, from now to the election at least, it
might be a little easier to pass some
progressive measures through the council.

"Take for example the “landmark
legislation” passed unanimously (Mc-
Laren absent) allowing persons to see
their own criminal arrest records.
Berkeley is the first municipality in the
country to open up these records to its
citizens. At present it is possible to see
your arrest record only by making an
appointment in Sacramento, going there
in person and paying $10.00. The City
Council voted this unanimously with the
legal go ahead from City Attorney
McCullum in spite of the fact that Evelle

Younger and U.S. Attorney General
James Browning advised Police Chief

Baker in letters that the records are the
property of State and  Federal
governments whose policy dictates that
they not be disseminated to anyone,
including the accused. Veteran council-

watchers who recall the major struggle
and defeats in some related civil liberties
ast (including as recently as

issues in the p

Jan. 16 when the council majority voted
to submit a grant application containing a
program for undercover surveillance
before insuring civil liberties safeguards),
may take heart in the hope that the
council will now stand firm in watch over
the civil liberties of Berkeley citizens.

Another new turn the council may be
taking relates to the “Consent Calendar”
portion of the agenda. The Consent
Calendar is the prime mechanism through
which councilmembers (and city staff)
introduce proposals to the Council. Any
one councilmember who has a question
regarding an item proposed by another or
who opposes it can “remove” it from the
Consent Calendar for discussion simply
by stating he or she would like to remove
number so and so. The council passes
items on the Consent Calendar
unanimously and without debate. Items
removed then go to a part of the agenda
almost never reached to await debate.
These items are buried there, frequently
for months.

Councilwoman Hancock has had a
proposal from the Bay Area Women
Against Rape (BAWAR) on the Consent
Calendar for a long time, a proposal to
hold a community meeting to being
developing a community-based program

farmers market in berkeley?

We (O:M.C.) propose that a
multi-purpose marketplace be established
within the city of Berkeley to serve
individual people. We propose that the
marketplace feature the following:

1) Self-made crafts.

2) Organic  produce
farmers who grow it.

3) Flea market. We intend that the
marketplace should serve all individuals
who want to trade or sell used articles
they might have around the house. We
would. however, attempt to exclude
established merchants and commercial
dealers. No person would be allowed to
sell more that once in a given time period.

We propose that self-made crafts and
produce be featured on certain days and

sold by the

used articles on others. Self-prepared
food and beverages. entertainment and
services (massage, fortune-telling, etc.)

would be on a limited basis every day.

We propose that the marketplace be
operated by a  local  non-profit
corporation set up for that prupose
(O.M.C. Inc.) The policies of the OMC
shall be determined by an elected council
at regularly scheduled hearings open to
users of the marketplace, citizens of
Berkeley, and local business owners.

It is our intention that the
marketplace NOT be considered an
ALTERNATIVE to street vending.
Howeover, considering the shortage of
space for street vending, we do

recommend that used articles be sold
only at the marketplace and not on the
street.

There are approximately 2,000 people
in Berkeley buying directly from organic
farmers  through neighborhood food
cooperatives. There are four farmers
delivering all year round to the food
conspiracy at Unitas House (South
Campus). It is common knowledge that
local flea markets and garage sales are
well-attended.

Berkeley is the home of one of the
oldest crafts cooperatives in the country.
Presently some 2-5,000 artists and
craftspeople live in Berkeley. On various
occasions and regularly for the last three
years there have been outdoor shows and
sales in the city. However in the last five
years there have been increasing numbers
of requests for a permanent outdoor
marketplace in Berkeley.

We propose that an immediate
temporary trial marketplace be estab-
lished. This proposal has the support of
the city planning director, the city art
director, the Board of the Berkeley Art
Festival Guild, the Mayor’s committee on
street vending, and some local business
owners. The OMC will be meeting to
discuss the details of this proposal in the
art gallery of Cody’s Books (upstairs). We
invite all interested Berkeley citizens and
business owners to participate as
members.

to help rape victims and to combat rape.
Each  week some councilmember
faithfully removes the item from the
Consent Calendar and it gets put off. On
March 6, Wilmont Sweeney removed it.
Councilwoman Hancock requested the
item be brought up out of order because
some BAWAR members in the audience
were anxious to proceed on setting up the
meeting if the council would agree.

When Hancock made the motion to
pass the proposal, without one statement
of disagreement, Sweeney seconded the
motion and it passed unanimously almost
in record time with no debate and no
opposition. Readers may wonder why
such an item was held up for months if
no one objected, and especially why
Sweeney was so gracious as to second the
motion without comment after removing
it from the Consent Calendar.

Another possible change relating to
the City Council, which only the most
avid council-watchers might notice,
concerns the NUMBER of items proposed
by councilmembers on the Consent
Calendar.

In the ten months since the council
institute the Consent Calendar procedure,
Sue Hone has averaged 2 items per
MONTH. Last WEEK she had four new
items on the agenda. If this proves to be a
new trend rather than a fluke, we may be
in for historically long council agendas
over the next month. Incidentally, over
this same 10 month period where Hone
introduced 17 items through the Consent
Calendar, the record high was Hancock
with 65 items and the low was Sweeney
with 2. Of course this says nothing about
the quality of the items * a matter left to
one’s political perspective.

One final note, more reminiscent of
the usual berkeley City Council actions,
involves the sage of Victor Van Bourg’s
efforts to get on the ballot as a
schoolboard candidate in the coming
elections. Van Bourg is a lawyer for about

30 East Bay labor unions; his candidacy
enjoyed solid labor support and he would
have been a major candidate.

Part of the process of filing for public
office involves submitting a nominating
petition with a token 10 signatures.
Another part of the filing procedure
includes signatures of up to 20 people
who give the candidate permission to use
their names as endorsers in the ballot
book. A novice aide of Van Bourg simply
copied the names of 10 of these 20
endorsers onto the nominating petition.
City Clerk Edythe Campbell accepted
Van Bourg’s filing papers and didn’t
notice until after the deadline had passed
that the names on the petition were all
signed by one person. She then declared
his filing invalid. Van Bourg appealed to
the Council.

The argument on the Council revolved
around whether the error was a
substantive error as argued by City
Attorney McCullum and Councilman
Bailey or a technical error as argued by
Hancock and McLaren. Hone, Widener,
and Kallgren argued that it should be
decided in executive session. Hancock
oposed that procedure. Over a period of
two weeks the issue was discussed three
times. The first time, at an afternoon
session, no vote was taken. That evening
Hancock moved that when a candidate
files the necessary signatures and the City
Clerk accepts the nominating papers the
candidate’s name be put on the ballot.
This motion failed with Hancock and
McLaren voting yes, Sweeney and Bailey
no, and Hone and Kallgren abstaining on
grounds that it should be decided in
executive session.

A motion to go into executive session
the next week passed but it didn’t help
Van Bourg’s plight and he will not be on
the ballot this April.

Tune in next month for a progress
report on the flurry of Council activity
during the month preceding the

municipal elections.
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GRASSROOTS, is a community-oriented newspaper, relies on subscriptions, on
participation and contributions of the community, and not on street sales, vendors
or advertisers. Please help. Send us your subscription today: $5.00 per year.

Pledge $

Subscribe: enclosed is my check for $

to GRASSROOTS.

Name

I'know GRASSROOTS needs help, so I want to

per month to see GRASSROOTS grow and expand

- BERKELEY cAO®

for subscription:

Address

City

Zip Code

Phone (list others on separate sheet)

Send to: GRASSROOTS, P.O. Box 274, Berkeley, Ca. 94701 or phone 845-0775.






