THIS MONTH:

International Hotel Tenants Resist Eviction:
After eight years of organizing and struggle for de
cent low-income housing 100 tenants of the
International Hotel in Chinatown (S.E)
to be evicted. The tenants
and Chinese working people, have fought the big cor
poration and government
drive to maximize real-estate profits and force out

over
are scheduled
mostly elderly Philipino

:mlL'\'k‘;O(jmum agencies

low-income tenants. But now they face a courts

ordered eviction at any time. They need our help, A
human barricade” will be organized when the evie-
tion finally comes An phone tree”

formed, as well as committees to help ‘with
food first aid Give your support by
calling the Tenants at 982-4249,
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etc
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‘San Quentin 6" Trial Verdict is Due:

Five years after the murder of George Jackson by
escape attempt,”
charged with the mur-
the incident, nears'its conclu-
one Black jurors are now
> six brothers remain
n 6x8’ cells in the inhuman and
Now than ever the
brothers need our support from the outside in their
against the racism, terror, and injus-
tices of the penal system, on behalf of all'pelitical pris-
oners. The San Quentin 6 D Committee is or-
ganizing a Vi ations. Whether or

not the brothers are acquitted, they need our support!
nd see the other
more details on how

State Prison authorities in a set-up
the trial of the “San Quentin”6
der of three guards in
sion. The eleven whites and

while five of

deliberating
chained and shackled i
Adjustment Center

racist more

courageous stand

etense

| during

jury delibera

Contact the Committee at 626-0690
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Dance Troupe, speakers, La
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Berkeley, 7 pm, $1.50 donation
a film about 2 US

Pacific

fighting with
2625 Du
members

“Vera Cruz,’
Mexican revolutionaries
rant, Berkeley, 8:40 pm

THU 5

Insight Exchange
Avenue, Berkely
“Lukacs & Brecht,” presented by Eugene Lu
the Institute for Social-Cultural Studies
College Avenue, Berkeley,

mercenaries
Film Arcl

$1.50 general, $1

ive

Red Flag Canal (China), Hiroshima
Nagasaki (Japan), films sponsored by
Film La Pefa, 3105 Shattuck
7:30 pm and 9:30 pm, $2.00

Series
nn, sponsored by
Epic West, 2640
7:30 pm, $1.50, free child care
“Sport in China and the Summer Olympics,” films & lectur
presented by U.S.-China Peoples’ Friendsh
Dwinelle Hall, University of California, Berkeley, 7:30 pn
free

Ssn.,

“How to Do Your Own Divorce;’ a workshop sponsored by
Pro-Per Legal Services Collective, at 1606 Bonita (upstairs),
7:30-9:30 pm, donations

“Evolution of the Blues)” music by Jon Hendricks, sponsored
by Oakland Parks & Recreation, Aug. 5,6 & 7 and Aug. 12
13, 14, at Laney College Theater, 10th & Fallon Streets,
Oakland, $2.00. Call the Parks and Recreation Department

273-3296

Self-help Clinic for Women, concerning healthcare for

women, Oakland Feminist Women'’s Health Center, 2930

McClure St., Oakland, every Thursday, 79 pm, donations.

for times

Dance classes, see Aug. 3
“Senate Bill One/’ a look
through song, skit,
6:30 pm

“A Songwriter at Work: Malvina Reynolds,” “Ruthie Gor-
don: Songs of Struggle and Victory,” KQED TV, Channel 9,
10:30 pm.

at controversial S¢nate Bill One
and interview, KQED TV, Channel 9,

FRI 6 “Monday’s Pronouns,” a new documen-
tary film about the central issues of
lesbians’ lives, sponsored by the Lesbian Caucus of the
Berkeley/Oakland Women's Union, at Unitarian Fellow-
ship Hall, Cedar & Bonita Sts., Berkeley, 8:30 pm, $1.00,
free child care.
Performance. Jessica Hagedorn presents the West Coast
Gangster Choir, integrating music, poetry and Drama in
unique realization, La PeXa, 3105 Shattuck Avenue, Berke-
ley, 9 pm, $2.50.

“Evolution of the Blues, see Aug. 5.

Film and Discussion on Women Political Prisoners, pre-
sented by Amnesty International, Berkeley Women’s Cen-
ter, 2112 Channing Way, Berkeley, 8 pm, donation
only.

women

Barrio Youth
St

Woodcarving class sponsored by
Center every Friday at 3334 E. 14t} Oakland
noon, free, for more info. call Joanna at 534-7002
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Performance. Jessica

Gangster Choir (see

'}

Unemployment, the Economy and Mental Illness!” pre
nted by Richard Lichtman and Jim O'Connor, sponored
stitute for Social-Cultural Epic West

College Ave., Berkeley, 10-4 pnr hild care

‘Evolution of the Blues,” see Aug

Cultural Events.
2112 Channing

Hnn] World \'\nnuna Rap (zrnup W
Spor rkeley Women$s! Center
W 3-6.pmy, free child

Way

sored
Berkeley \re
Pete Seeger; His Music and Times.

presents a program of ballads and story s

KPFA FM 94, 11:15 am

SUN 8 ld[%t Ir(n'l]ls(‘- Nos Engaffaron,” by
the Mime Troup ee August 7

“The Story of Ethel and Julim Rosenberg/ Bene

fit for the Committee tc the Rosenb

Re-open

¢ k
ert Meeropol (Rosenberg son) will speak. La Pefa, 3105
Shattuck ,“Berkeley. 8 pm, $2.50

Benefit Dance for Inez Garcia, spo ed by Viva Inez

at Caesar’s, corner of Green & Colun
pm, $2.50,

Abortion clinic, for all women who have had, orwill have
abortion, sponsored by Berkeley Womens Center, ‘at

n Francisco, 8

an

2 Channing Way, Berkeley, 3-6 pm, free, child care
provided
Brecht's use of music in his dramas is discussed and illus-
trated by R Davis and Carl Weber, ofiEpic West, on

(
KPFA FM 94, 2:30 pm.
"Ways of Seeing,” Parts 111 & 1V, by John Berger, 2 and 3 pm

see Aug. 1

MON “The Myth of Overpopulation” A class
sponsored by Workers & Oppressed

Unite, see Aug,. 2.

“The Case of Richard Lee,’ an examination of the recent
eadline stories alleging police frame-up of a Chinatown
th, Richard Lee. KQEDTV, Channel 9, 6:30 pm.

Nixon resighis
South Africa Womens Day: 20,000 dentonstrators
in Pretoria denounce regime's plan to introduce

passes for African women
TUE 1 Martes Popular, Argentine Dinner and

Free Conert, with Los Viajeros, La
3105 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 9:30 pm, $2.75.
Family-Career-Work (How to combine the varying worlds
and roles of Women today), sponsored by Continuing Edu-
cation for Women, Bldg. T-9, Room 100, UC Berkeley, 1-3
pm, free, no child care. For information call 642-4786.

1974
1967

Pefia

Find out what you can do for the Farmwarkers, Mobiliza-
tion of United Farmworkers Union, Newman Hall (Dwight
& College), Berkeley, 7:30 pm, child care provided.

“Convictions,’ a theater event written and performed by in-
mates of the Federal Correctional Institute at Terminal Is-
land in San Pedro, California, KPFA FM 94, 9 pm.

“Ethel & Julius Rosenberg) a courtroom/prison drama
based on the prison letters and transcripts of the Rosen-
berg's famous trial on charges of conspiracy to commit
espionage, KQED-TY, Channel 9, 6:30 pm.

ledad to San Quentin, speakers,
a Bengfit sponsored by the
P,

WED 117 -

and music
n Quentin 6 Defense Committee at La
Ave., Berkeley, 8

3105 Shat-

00 d«

uck

30 pm

Community Meeting, sponsored by Barlo

mittee Against Police Crimes, St. John's
Ave., Oakland 30 pm, Free
Black rebellion in Watts erupt
lHU 12 Film. Malcoln X, based on the auto

at captured

biography the k,LuI.‘ll‘, of

black life in rica. Ir Exchange Film Series, 7:30

:30 pm, La 3105 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, $2.00
ecture and discussion, spon
Fr at 155
S\ e

How todo your own Bnnl\ruplu
services

a workshop by Pro-Per
Aug. 5
Aug. 5

egal collective, see

‘Evolution of the Blues,” see

Self-Help Clinic for Women, see Au

Iran Today,” current social and political conditions and the
role of American foreign policy in Iran today. Film and
panel d on by Iranian Students Association of North
m Ca , KQED TV, Channel 9, 6:30 pn

T'he Case of Richard Lee] 30 pm, see Aug. 9.

by Jean-Luc Godardi“Pacific FilmeArchive
> Durant, Berkeley, 7 pmt and 9:50 pm, $1.50 general,
mber
Ft. Ord, California. Rebellion breaks out in
{etention center; Gl's burn two barrack

Pefia Concert. Ardeleana Folk  En-

FRI 13 semble, music from Scotland, Scandi-

and Eastern Europe. Indigenous instruments, La
[ 3105 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley:9 pm, $2.00

“Pure Pressure;’ a Women's band at La Salamandray2516
Berkeley, 8 pm, $1.50

Telegraph
l’n(]mk Dinner and open me lﬂbll’\hlp meeting for U.S
China PeoplesFriendship Ass 1, at Unitarian Fellow-
Center, Cedar & Bonit: 6:30 pm, free.

‘Evolution of the Blues,

t Jerkeley

Aug. 5

Potluck dinner for women in non-traditional jobs (last ini

see

tialst A-M bring main dish, N-Z bring salad, dessert or
drink). Bring own uter At Berkeley Women's Center
2112 Channing Way, Berkeley, 7 pm, women only

\\hat Makes Sally Run?”*Marie Hart hosts a program ex
sex discrimination ingports. KQED TV, Channel 9
6:30 pm

ploring

> to
e ¢

dancing to taped music, an altern
At Everybodys Dance Studio, 51st

‘Dance Free West,
the discotheque

scene

and Broadway, Oakland, 9 pm-12 am, $1.50, for more
information call 549-2910.
1898: U.S. invasion of Philippines is met with
armed resistance.,
SAT 14 “False” Promises/Nos Engafiaron/ by

the 5.F. Mime Troupe, at Dolores Park
18th and Dolores, San Francisco, 2 pm, free.

Pena Fiesta featuring Salsa de Berkeley, La Péha, 3105
Shattuck , Berkeley, 9:30 pm, $2.75

“Evolution of the Blues/’

Ave
see Aug. 5

see Aug, 13.
“Transformacion Chicana,” a collage of historical moments

in the Chicano experience, presented through chorale read-
ing and pantomime, KQED TV, Channel 9, 12 midnight.
Commedia and the Courtyard. “Olive Ditts” play directed
by R.G. Davis, Epic West, 2640 College Ave., Berkeley,
2 shows, 4 & 5 pm, free.

“Pure Pressure/’ at La Salamandra,

1947: India freed of British colonialism

SUN 15

“El Carnival,” an original, bnlmgual, musical play for chil-
dren, ages 3-99, by Teatro Claridad, La Pena, 3105 Shat-
tuck, Berkeley, 6:30-9:30 pm, adults $1, children 75¢.
Commedia and the Courtyard, “Olive Pitts,” see Aug. 14,
Open House for Older Women. Bring food to share. 7 pm-
9:30 pm, Berkeley Women'’s Center, 2112 Channing Way,
Berkeley. For info. call 548-4343.

‘False l’rom:ses/Nos Enganaron;’
Aug

see

1975: Joann Little acquitted of murdering jailer who

assaulted her,
MON 16 “The Myth of Overpopulation,’
Aug. 2.

Berkeley-Oakland Women'’s Union opens their iew office
at 4216 Telegraph Avenue, Oakland.

Republican Convention Coverage, a daily wrap-up of the
events from Kansas City, KPFA FM 94 8:30 pm.

“Land of Immigrants: the Unwanted Ones;’ a look at cur
rent U.S. immigration policies and practices with some his
torical information, KQED TV, Channel 9, 6:30 pm.

see

August 76

“International capitalism cannot

be destroyed without

the extremes of struggle. The entire colonial world is
waiting for us to come to our senses. Their problems
and struggles with the Amerikan monster are much
more difficult than they would be if we actively aided

them. We are on the inside. . .

. We have a momen-

tous historical role to act out if we will. The whole
world for all time in the future will love us and re-
member us as the righteous people who made it pos-
sible for the world to live on. If we fail through fear
and lack of aggressive imagination, then the slaves of
the future will curse us, as we sometimes curse those

of yesterday.”

Republican National Convention Cov-

TUE 1 erage, see Aug. 16.

Martes Popular. Chilean dinner and music with William
King, Flamenico Guitar, La Pefia, 3105 Shattuck, 9:30 pm,
$2.75

ton Grape Party: UFW supporters dump

union grapes into harbor
WED 1 Women's Organizations in the Bay Area,

a presentation by members of Berkeley
Oakland Women’s Union, ‘A“Woman's Place Bookstore,
Feminist School for Girls,”Just' Us” Women's video collec-
and KPFA Women’s News, sponsored by Berkeley
Women's
free

non

tive

child care provided, women only,

Benefit sponsored by Anti-Imperialist Movement for So-
cialism in Argentina (M.A_S.A.). La Pefa, 3105 Shattuck
Ave., Berkeley, 8:30 pm, donation.

Republican Convention Coverage, see Aug. 16.

‘Our Zoo-Survival Center” school children take a tour of
the San Francisco’Zoo to look at endangered species,
KQED TV, Channel 9, 6/30 pm.

;. Vietnam; Marine and Navy prisoners
with one cell block destroyed

g held for three days.
THU 1 Women Surviving, We're Alive, Con-
tinuous Woman, All of US Srrong‘er.
sex and Violence, Insight Exchange Film Series at La Pena,
3105 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 7:30 and 9:30 pm, $2.00.
“What legal services are available if you are dissatisfied with
your lawyer.” a workshop by Pro-Per legal services collec-
tive, see Aug. 5.
Republican Convention Coverage, see Aug. 16.

1619: First slave ship from Africa arrives in U.S.

Pefia Concert: Songs of Two Brothers,

FRI 20 Dan Goldensohn and Gary Lapow and

Friend, La Pefia, 3105 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, © pm, $2.
Republican Convention Coverage, see Aug. 16.

Meeting of Mothers and Non-Mothers to discuss shared
child care in the East Bay community. Berkeley Women's
Center, 2112 Channing Way, Berkeley, 7:30 pm. Call Liz or
Susan‘for more ififormation, 655-2186.

1971: George Jackson assassinated at San Quentin Prison
in California during an alleged escape attempt.

“False Promises/Nos Engafaron,’ pre-

SAT 21 sented by the S.E Mime Troupe at San

Antonio Park, Oakland, 17th and Foothill Blvd., 2 pm,
free.

Jornad Por Chile. The role of international solidarity in
the str ggle of the Chilean people. La Pena, 3105 Shattuck
Ave., Berkeley, 8:30 pm, $1.50 includes a glass of wine and
an empanada.

Focus on Women Composers: Branching Out, exploring
Women’s music outside the classical realm. Songs by Lois
Ann Thomas, works by Kay Gardner, KPFA FM 94, 11 am.

“Laura Allende;’ sister of assassinated Chilean President Sal-
vador Allende, herself a former Senator in the national
congress of Chile, discusses politics and womanhood with
Carmen Alegria, a Bay Area journalist. KQED TV, Chan-
nel 9, 12 midnight.

Commedia and the Courtyard, “Olive Pitts,” see Aug. 14

SUN 22 “False Promises/Nos Engafiaron,’ see
Aug. 21.
Pena Concert: Outstanding Argentine singer and com-

poser, Bernardo Palombe, La Pena, 3105 Shattuck Ave.,
Berkeley, 8:30 pm; $2.00.

Abortion Clinic, see Aug. 8.
Commedia and the Courtyard, “Olive Pitts, see Aug. 14,

African Queen, with Katherine Hepburn and Humphrey
Bogart, Pacific Film Archijve, 2625 Durant Avenue, Berke-
ley, 8:15 pm, $1.50 gener‘\l, $1 members,

east bay calendar of political & cultural events

George Jackson

MON2 “The Myth of Overpopulation,’
Aug. 2.

“Bay City Blues: San Francisco Budget Update;’ a look at
the financial situation of the city; and Learning, Berkeley
Style,” examination of recent developments in the Berkeley
Schools. KPFA FM 94, 10 pm.

1918: Black Gl stage a protest against military racism
in Houston, Texas. They are attacked by awhite mob
and 17 are killed. 19 Black GIs were sentenced
to death, 51 others given life.

1927: Sacco and Vanzetti executed, in spite of

world-wide protest,
Martes Popular. Brazilian dinner and

TUE concert, La Pefia, 3105 Shattuck, Berke-

ley, dinner $2.75, concert free, 9:30 pm.
1969: Gls in Vietnam, Co. A, 3rd Battalion, 196th
Infantry Brigade refuse to move into combat.

1968: 150 Black GI's at Ft. Hood, Texas, refuse riot-control
duty at Democratic National Convention in Chicago

WED 2

see

Benefit for the Office for Political Pris-
oners and Human Rights in Chile

Center, 2112 Channing Way, Berkeley, 7:30 pm, (OPHRICH), film, speakers, introduction to' Latin Ameri-

can folk dance, 8:30 pm, donation, La Pefia, 3105 Shattuck,
Berkeley.
“How to Start a Women’s Group,” Berkeley Women's Center,
2112 Channing Way, Berkeley, 7:30 pm, free, women only.
“Oakland Parks and Recreation!” This show deals with what
activities and services are open to the public in Oakland-
crafts, art, dance—and how one can get involved. KQED
TV, Channel 9, 6:30 pm.

1825: Uruguay gains independence from Spain
Last Grave at Dimbaza (1974), filmed

THU 2 underground by members of the South

African resistance. Insight Exchange Film Series, at La
Pefia, 3105 Shattuck, Berkeley, 7:30 and 9:30 pm, $2
“How to Collect Unemployment,” a workshop by Pro-Per
legal services collective, see Aug. 5
Self-Help Clinic for Women, Aug
“From Soledad to Sart Quentin, part of the story of the San
Quentin Six as told from the inside, KQED TV, Channel 9
6:30 pm.
1966: SWAPO attacks South African police units
marking beginning of armed struggle in Namibia
1920: Adoption of 19th /

right to vote.
Benefit for KPFA, program to be an-

FRI 2 nounced, at La:Pena, 3105 Shattuck

Berkeley, 9 pm, donation.
”Pance Free West,” dancing to taped music, see¢ Aug. 13.
“False Pr /Nos E n,” by

SAT 28 the S.E Mime Troupe at Precita Park,

S.E, 2 pm, free, call 558-4728 for location.

Conjunto Gonbo and Los Jibares del Caribe, Pena Concert,
3105 Shattuck, Berkeley, 9 pm, $2.

Benefit for Wendy Yoshimura, contact A Woman’s Place
Bookstore for details. 547-9920.

“Military Law and Organizing,’ a workshop by Pacific
Counseling Service, call Jill, 285-4485, for more informa-
tion.

Benefit dance for Institute for Social-Cultural Studies, Epic
West, 2640 College Ave., Berkeley, 8:30 pm, $2.50, Cajun
dance.

see

vomens

Amendment recognize

“El Pasadia/ a day in the life of hispanics caught in the web
of a U.S, prison. Filmed at Rahway State Prison, New Jer-
sey, KOED TV, Channel 9 12 midnight.

Commedia and the Courtyard, “Olive Pitts,” see Aug.

1963

14,

March on Washington, where over 100,000 people
hear Martin Luther King's "l have a dream” speech

SUN 29 s =

BeBe K'Rache, music at La S
near Dwight Way, Berkeley,
Gypsy night, music and dance performances at
3105 Shattuck, Berkeley, 8:30 pm, $1.50.
March and rally sponsored by Barlow Benavidez Commit-
tee Against Police Crimes. March from Sanborn Park to
San Antonio Park, Oakland. Speakers, music, $:30 t0 6:30
pm,

/ ~ i
“False Promises/Nos Enganaron,’ see

Salamandra, Telegraph Ave.
9-12 pm

Pena,

Commedia and the Courtyard, “Olive Pitts,” see Aug. 14.
“Claes Oldenburg,” directed by Michael Blackwood, Pacific
Film Archive, 2625 Durant ~ve., Berkeley, 2 and 3 pm
$1.50 general, $1 members

1967: Long Binh Jail, Vietnam. Gls revolt and bum records
building. MP5 kill one and wound 59,
but 12 blacks hold a section of stockade

for one month

MON 30
TUE 3 Martes Popular. Dinner from El Salva-
dor $2.75 and free Pefta Concert at 9:30

pm, 3105 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley,
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who we are:

This calendar is a project of Inkworks Press, a printing and publishing
collective. The production and editorial work group is composed of some
people from Inkworks and others active in E. Bay community and political
organizations. This is the 5th monthly edition of the calendar. Our goal is to
publicize the political and cultural struggles for radical social change in the
area.

If you see the need for this sort of project, we need your help! First, we
want your reactions to and suggestions about the calendar. We can also use
help with graphics and design, gathering listings, typing, and distribution.
If you can distribute the calendar at your workplace or neighborhood, drop
by early in the month. Secondly, please send us info about events you would
like to see listed by the 21st of each month! Be sure to include the name of the
event, sponsor, program, date, time, place, price, and childcare arrange-
ments. We urge you to submit listings by mail since we are busy operating a
printshop weekdays. Our address is Community Calendar, c/o Inkworks,
4220 Telegraph Avenue, Oakland, CA 94609. If you need to contact us by
phone for last-minute listings or other information, call 652-4364.

subscribe:

WE NEED MONEY! As it is with all political projects these days, the cal-
endar is in need of financial support. Up to now, we have been distributing it

free of charge in hopes of building a large audience. Although the response

to the calendar has been excellent, we have not received funding to sustain

the project. If you can afford to help us out, please send $3 and we will put

you on our mailing list to receive the calendar each month for one year. Also,
if you have any friends who have not seen the calendar, please share it. The

life of the project depends on the support of the East Bay community.

P.S. Make checks payable to Inkworks, and mail them to the above address.
Thanks.

Chronology
of a Frame-up

Late Sixties, Early Seventies:

A prisoners’ movement develops inside the walls of
U.S. prisons, resisting the racist, unjust, and inhuman
conditions. At Soledad Prison, George Jackson, Hugo
Pinell, and Fleeta Drumgo were active in protesting
the killing of three Black prisoners, two of whom
were involved in a suit against Soledad, exposing re-
cial hate-mongering tactics used by prison authori-
ties. Also at Soledad, Johnny Spain is put in the “hole’
for possession of “inflammatory literature”—his per-
sonal writings about prison life. At San Quentin, Wil-
lie Tate and David Johnson protest the gassing and
beating to death of a prisoner in his cell. Inmate Luis
Talamantez successfully fights a frame-up charge of
assault, an incident in which he was actually breaking
up a fight.

January, 1970

Three Black politically active prisoners, W.L. Nolan,
Edwards, and Miller, are killed by a Soledad prison
guard. These killings are ruled “justifiable homicide”
by a Grand Jury. Shortly after, a Soledad guard is
killed.

January, 1970

George Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo and John Cluchette
are accused of murdering the guard. Angela Davis
joins the campaign to Free the Soledad Brothers, and
they are eventually acquitted in 1972

August 7, 1970

Jonathan Jackson, younger brother of George Jackson
attempts to free San Quentin activist James McClain
who is on trial at Marin County courthouse. McClain
Jackson, and inmate-witnesses William Christmas
and Ruchell Magee take hostages. Jackson, McClain,
Christmas, and hostage judge Haley are killed. Sole
survivor Ruchell Magee is accused with Angela Davis
of murder, kidnap and conspiracy. Davis is acquitted
June, 1972; Magee is acquitted of murder in March,
1973. In January, 1975, Magee is sentenced to life
term on the basis of an alleged “guilty plea

August 21, 1971

George Jackson is murdered, shot in the back. Two
other inmates and three guards are also killed in an
alleged “escape attempt .’ Several different versions of
the incident are released to the public—one saying
George Jackson smuggled a gun into the prison under
a wig. The “San Quentin 6 are singled out and in-
dicted for murder and conspiracy for this incident

September 13, 1971

Attica Rebellion by prisoners in New York state prison
which started as a protest of George Jackson’s murder,
is put down by an assault ordered by Governor Nel-
son Rockefeller. Over forty prisoners and guards are
killed; sixty prisoners are prosecuted, yet no State or
Federal officials are charged.

October, 1971

Indictment procedures halted in San Quentin 6 case
when three Grand Jurors resign. One calls the pro-
ceedings “fallacious and immoral,’ another says
‘what this Grand Jury does is not justice but ven-
geance.’ These jurors are replaced and the “6" indicted
They arrive in court chained, manacled, and shackled.

January, 1974

Superior Court Judge Stoll dismisses the murder-
conspiracy indictments on grounds that jury selection
excludes Blacks, Chicanos, Latinos, blue-collar work-
ers, and youth. However, the District Court of Ap-
peals reverses this historic decision.

February, 1975

Pre-trial motions resume with Judge Broderick presid-
ing. He orders the chaining and shackling of the defen-
dants, denies a motion for a change of trial location
to a county that can provide a jury of the defendants
peers, and refuses to provide for medical attention for
defendant Johnny Spain.

July, 1975

Jury selection is complete, with eleven whites and one
Black. Of 1400 jurors questioned, only eight are
Black. Prosecution begins opening statements admit-
ting that there is no direct evidence that any of the “6
actually killed any of the guards or inmates, and that
the State would rely on conspiracy theories of aiding
and abetting in order to convict

January, 1975

Willie Tate, defendant, is released on $100,000 bail
after serving a ten-year sentence for assault
January, 1976

Defense begins its case

July 15, 1976

San Quentin 6 case goes to the jury

The Case of the
San Quentin 6

Racism in the California prison system

The San Quentin Six case, the Soledad Brothers,
the Attica Brothers—all are pivotal cases for the un-
derstanding of the racist nature of the prison system
in the U.S.; to the understanding of the State’s contin-
ued escalation of the means of controlling prisoners
who will not be broken by brutal and dehumanizing
prison conditions

Dr. W.E. B. Dubois said: “It is not that we commit
the most crimes, but we are most often arrested, con-
victed and sent to prison!’ (Compare Agnew’s sen-
tence with Luis Talamantez serving two life sentences
for a $130.00 robbery). Close to 50% of the prisoners
in California are Black, Brown and other national
minorities. Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, Native
American and Asian men and women are sent to
prison for indeterminate sentences, ensnared by the
judicial machinery, its racist judges and unconstitu-
tional grand juries

The real reason these six brothers are facing this
trial is because over their years in prison they have
resisted the racism and injustices of prison officials.
For their resistance, the Brothers have been character-
ized as “militants"—meaning they have refused to be
broken by racism, and the inhumanity and brutality
of their prison life. They now appear daily in court
chained and shackled in Marin County, the second
richest county in California (except Willie, who is out
on bail).

Lockdowns and Violence

T'he racism prevalent in the prison system reaches
crisis after crisis and the State prison authorities an-
nounce they are putting prisons in a state of “lock-
down": men are kept in cells 24 hours a day; all work
education, and recreational facilities are closed; visit-
ing privileges allowed in prison are suspended or
limited

The San Quentin Six Committee charges that these
are preparations for a lynching of the “6" and other
Brothers. Prison authorities blame the “Black Guer-
rilla Family,” Chicano groups, etc., as sources of the
violence in the prisons, and therefore the excuse for
the lockdown!’ Prison authorities do not want to talk
about the ancient, dirty prisons; or the rotten food;
or the racist guards with their sadistic and fascist-like
mentalities; or the whole way in which prisons are
operated as impenetrable fortresses from which fami-
lies and the community are excluded in decision-
making, nor any of the hundreds of other arbitrary
and needless rules prisoners are subjected to.

Putting the blame for their own gross failures and
actual crimes on to Black and Brown prisoners fur-
ther prejudices the community from which a jury is
drawn for the Brothers' trial; it increases the tension
in the prison; it increases the tension of the white
guards who hold the weapons. How many times have
prisoners been shot while trying to “escape?” How
many times have prisoners stood trial for crimes com-
mitted inside the walls and been acquitted?

The Indeterminate Sentence  The law of the indeter-
minate sentence has become a way of keeping men
and women in prison indefinitely. The Six Brothers
have already served a total of 50 years in prison
among them. The indeterminate sentence law leaves
their prison fate in the hands of the Adult Authority,
which is made up of ex-members of law enforcement
agencies who rule arbitrarily and more times than not
unjustly.

The Adjustment Center The Adjustment Center is
a maximum-security punishment technique used in
California and other states. The conditions of these
centers are so severe that the full meaning cannot be
adequately described. In the last five years Inez Wil-
liams, mother of Fleeta Drumgo, has not seen her son
without chains tied to ankles, wrists, and waist. These
prisoners are in their cells 23V to 24 hours a day. Vo-
cational and educational training is prohibited. The
cell is totally furnished with a steel slat for a bed and
a combination toilet-sink facility. All mail and litera-
ture is censored. They are allowed only one hour of
visiting time a week for all their family and friends.
Their half-hour exercise, which is left to the whim of
the guards, is a solitary walk outside their cell. When-
ever they leave their cell they are chained and shackled.
They have filed a civil suit that challenges the constitu-
tionality of this cruel and unusual punishment

This material was excerpted from the
pamphlets, "The San Quentin Six," and
"From Soledad to San Quentin,' as well
as from literature provided by the San
Quentin Six Defense Committee.

Relationship of Prison Conditions
to Life Outside the Walls

With the rise of the liberation struggles of oppressed
peoples here in the United States and throughout the
world, a new consciousness and level of struggle has
arisen in the prisons. The letters from prisoners printed
in the radical papers throughou > country; George
Jackson'’s Soledad Brother; Mitfords Kind and Usual
Punishment, poems and articles in The Black Scholar,
etc., all indicate this new level

The struggles taking place outside prison walls for
jobs, for good wages, lower prices, for unity of all
peoples—white and all national minorities in our com-
mon fight for a better life—all these struggles on the
outside have their counterpart on the inside of the
prison walls. The U.S. prison system has always re-
flected the corruption and venality of the world out-
side the walls. Watergate uncovered an extensive spy
center; it uncovered millions of dollars in payoffs by
monopolies to the Nixon administration; bared the
secret real estate and income tax deals for Nixon. But
for the mass of U.S. people the word from Nixon and
his successor is “law and order”; tighten our belts;
cuts in domestic programs, wage controls and wild in-
flation. The men and women in prison are not only
victims of these policies but are most often the direct
result of these policies. The San Quention Six epit-
omize the fate of prisoners all over the country who
are protesting, who refuse to accept the racism and
brutality any longer

What You Can Do:

1. Attend the Vigil sponsored by the San Quentin 6
Defense Committee, at 3169 16th St., S.E, 626-0690.
Write a Letter for Freedom; Demand Immediate
Parole. Whether or not the brothers are acquitted
they need your letter to insure their safe and quick
release through a fair parole. Address your letter
stating your opinion as to why they should be
given an immediate parole date to the San Quen-
tin 6 Defense Committee, 3169 16th St., S.F, CA
94103, and they will forward it at the proper time
Werite the brothers to express your solidarity. Their
addresses are
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Fleeta Drumgo B10837
Luis Talamantez A93537
Hugo Pinell A88461
David Johnson B16387
Johnny Spain B8672

San Quentin Prison,
Tamal, CA 94964

Willie Tate, 30 Novato, San Rafael, CA

4. Donate badly needed funds for legal fees and of-

tice expenses, get on the mailing list, offer your
time, request a speaker or further educational in-
tormation, or join the Defense Committee at 3169
l6th St., S.F, CA 94103 (626-0690)
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David Blake




