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MAYDAY MAYDAY MAYDAY 
International Workers Day, May I, is celebrated around the world 

by working people. It is also known as May Day. and commemorates 
the past victories of the working class and the struggles yet to come. 

In this country, however, we have been robbed of this militant history. 
Instead, an apolitical holiday-Labor Day-was especially created by 
Congress as a token acknowledgement of U.S. working people. To top 
things off, May I was designated (by Nixon) as "Law Day'" in honor of 
our system of "justice:• What stake do U.S. working people have in 
May Day? 

Ninety-one years ago, May I. 1886. 340,000 workers across the coun­
try participated in strikes and protests to win the eight-hour day. In 
the days of the robber barons, when the fortunes of the Morgans, Rock­
efellers, DuPonts, and Vanderbilts were being built, working people 
commonly faced up to 18 work hours a day. Child labor was often used 
and the people had no right to organize collectively. 

In response to these abusive conditions, a general strike was called 
for May I. 1886, to demand the eight-hour day. In March and April. 
mass rallies were held in the major cities. When May 1 arrived, tensions 
were high. In Chicago, the heart of the movement, 80,000 workers went 
on strike. Two days later, picketers stopped scabs at the McCormack 
plant and were fired at by police, killing four. To protest this brutality, 
an evening rally was called for in the Haymarket Square. Just as the 
peaceable rally was ending, 180 police marched up to break up the 
crowd. Suddenly, a dynamite bomb exploded in the police ranks, kill­
ing one and wounding many. The police in turn fired into the crowd, 
killing one. 

The "Haymarket riot" created hysteria across the nation. The bomb 
was blamed on "anarchists" while strikers were subject to arrests and 
raids. Eventually, four people were hanged on little or no evidence. 

The eight-hour movement, having met with fierce repression from 
the media and National Guard, was temporarily broken. But three 
years later in 1889, at a socialist conference in Europe, May 1 was de­
clared a holiday in honor of U.S. workers, as well as the international 
working class. 

May Day expresses the spirit of workers' consciousness-people 
fighting the capitalist system, from peasants in the Philippines to farm­
workers in the U.S., to the women of Angola taking up arms alongside 
their brothers for liberation. 

CINCO DE MAYO 
"Cinco de Mayo:• May 5th, is an important holiday for the Mexican 
and Chicano people. It symbolizes the resistance to French Colonialism 
in Mexico. In 1862 a Mexican force of 2000 defeated the invading 
French forces of 6000 in the Battle of Guadalupe. This inspiring victory 
was decisive in rallying the people against the short-lived French colo­
nial regime, and restoring national independence. 
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AFRICAN LIBERATION DAY 
The African Liberation Support Committee announces this year's 

annual African Liberation Day will be held May 21 in Arroyo Park, 
Oakland. We invite all people who support the struggles in southern 
Africa to join us on this historic occasion. 

The ALSC has historically put on ALO, both nationally and in Ar­
roya Park. Our first ALO in 1972 drew out over 100,000 people nation­
wide. Recognizing that our struggles against world-wide imperialism 
are linked, we have taken up day-to-day work in our communities 
around the issues of quality education, unemployment and police re­
pression. This year there are two ALSC demonstrations, one in Wash­
ington, D.C. for the East Coast and the other here in Oakland. 

Our theme this year is ONWARDS TOWARDS VICTORY! In 
southern Africa history is moving forward, our brothers and sisters in 
Azania (South Africa), Zimbabwe (Rhodesia), and Namibia (Southwest 
Africa) are standing up, overcoming all reaction, and moving toward 
victory. We believe that it is only when the people of the world support 
each other's struggles that victory can be won. With this in mind, we 
urge everyone to come and express your solidarity with the righteous 
struggles in southern Africa!! Onwards Toward Victory! 

Note: This statement by the ALSC has been presented to encourage 
people to attend this year's African Liberation Day. However, the slo­
gans for the event this year, "U.S. and African People Unite" and "U.S. 
and Soviet Union out of Africa" were not included. We-the Commu­
nity Calendar-while agreeing wholeheartedly with this first statement, 
feel that the latter slogan is not an issue around which masses of people 
can unite. In fact, it can foster the conception that African Liberation 
movements do not have the prerogative to accept material aid from 
other nations who offer support, or even further, that Cuban troops in 
Angola are merely puppets of Soviet intervention in Africa. We reject 
this analysis of how African liberation movements should conduct their 
struggles; however we concur with the general theme, "Onward Toward 
Victory!" 

We have received late word about another African Liberation 
Day Rally and Forum on Saturday, May 21, 12 noon at the Oak­
land Community Learning Center, 6118 E. 14th St., Oakland. 
Sponsored by the Third World Fund, Black Panther Party, and 
African Liberation Support Coalition, there will be enter­
tainment and speakers, including Tapson Mawere, Representa­
tive of the Zimbabwe African National Union - Patriotic 
Front in the U.S. Free. 

Also: the South African Theater Co. from S. Africa will do 
a community presentation of the play "Survival" in the Fill­
more District-Western Addition on Sunday, May 22. Call 543-
0890 for more information. 

OVERTURN THE BAKKE DECISION 
What is the Bakke Case? 

In 1973 and 1974, Allan Bakke, a 34-year-old white engineer, applied 
for admission to the University of California at Davis Medical School. 
He was denied admission both years to Davis as well as other medical 
schools. 

Bakke then filed a suit against the University of California, charging 
"reverse discrimination" and alleging that he was rejected solely be­
cause of his race. He contended that students less qualified than him­
self were admitted under the special admissions program. 

The California Supreme Court ruled that the special admissions pro­
gram at Davis discriminated against whites and was therefore 
unconstitutional. It also ordered that Allan Bakke be admitted to UC 
Davis for Fall 1977. 

Virtually the entire legal community has agreed that UC presented a 
very poor defense of Davis' special admissions program. Evidence of 
past racial discrimination by UC, which would have justified the pro­
gram, was entirely omitted. 

The UC Regents appealed the decision of the California court to the 
U.S. Supreme Court.That court agreed to hear the appeal and the case 
is expected to come before it in the Fall. If upheld by the U.S. Supreme 
Court, the Bakke decision could result in the immediate elimination of 
the special admissions program at Davis. It would also be the basis for 
the dismantling of special admissions programs nationwide and would 
undoubtedly bring forth similar suits against affirmative action and 
other programs that seek to increase minority access to jobs and educa­
tion. This might well lead to similar attacks on programs for women. 

Special Admissions ... Reverse Discrimination? 

Despite the crying need for less expensive medical care in the com­
munities, the few medical schools fail to accommodate many qualified 
and capable applicants. In 1974, the second year Bakke applied to Da­
vis, 3,737 applicants were competing for only 100 spaces. The Bakke 
case is only one example of how people are unnecessarily pitted against 
each other. Such situations breed competition and racism. 

Due to racism, minorities have not had the same opportunities as 
whites. Economic oppression, inadequate public schooling, as well as a 
biased admissions process are responsible for the low enrollment of 
minority students. Performance on college entrance exams closely cor­
relate with income and is influenced by cultural differences, especially 
language. 

Special admissions programs which use the criteria of race were cre­
ated to compensate for underrepresentation of minorities due to 
racism. Most of these programs use additional criteria of income, eco­
nomic status, and commitment to work in minority communities. In the 
two years before special admissions was established at UC Davis Med 
School, only two blacks and one Latino student were admitted. By con­
trast 26 blacks and 33 Latino students have been accepted in the four 
years that the program has operated. 

The Bakke Decision = Racism 
Bakke's case is based on the legal concept of "reverse discrimina­

tion:• If upheld, this concept could be used to declare affirmative ac­
tion programs unconstitutional. These programs require institutions 
and industries to hire minorities in order to correct past discrimination. 
These programs are the result of the massive movement against racism 
:;f the 1960s 

The Bakke case represents a direct attack on the struggle for racial 
equality and justice. To overturn this decision will require the un;ted 
efforts of people of all colors, ages and occupations who oppose racism. 

The Interim Northern California Committee to Overturn the Bakke 
Decision formed in March of this year to assist in this effort. Since the 
case rests at the level of the U.S. Supreme Court, the fight against the 
decision requires a national strategy. As a step in this direction the 
Interim Committee sponsored a western regional meeting on the Bakke 
Decision April 23-24. Work committees are forming at this meeting. If 
you would like more information about the case and the work of the In­
terim Committee, call 549-3297 or write P.O. Box 3026, South Berkeley 
Sta., Berkeley 94703. or come by the Unitas Bldg., 2700 Bancroft. 
Berkeley. 
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