
month Untt,d Mine Workers may strike 
th coalfields of Appalachia, if negotiation.< fail 
b ore the current contra('t expires Dec 6. The 
m crs are fighting for a dccen1 industry-vddc 
c ,tract, for the right to strike around local 

cs. and especially for health and safety in 
minl'S, The Hfe-and-dc:ith nature of their 
gg1e is characterized by the frequent mtne 
sttrs, Black Lung d1'ieas~ and the gun­
~nce directed a~ainst the strikers. Rank­

an -file organization and militance is high. 
\\ it wildcat strik-ec.; and armed sclf-defonse un­
dc c:oring the miners· "iertousness. Thetr lead­
ers ip in the tight for the basic rights of job 

ty and the right to strike. against powerful 
n1thlcss industry bosses. should t,c sup­

ed h)· all "orking people. See the other si 
Ct..'emher's Communi(\.' Cah•ndar t:W-more 
ils. 

Oil, Cbtmlcal & 
~) has carrying on another. more 

local. fi t for ealth and safety on the job. 
Their initt. n exposing and obtaining a par­
tial ban on the use of the dangerous chemical 
DBCP has natiorrnide implications for all 
"orkers exposed to this or other hazardous and 
deadly substances. For more on this struggle. 
see the other side of this month"s Calendar. 

BOYCOTI COORS! In April "orkers at the 
Coors Bre\\cry in Golden. Colorado, ,,ere 
forced out on strike by outrageous contract 
proposals. The contract proposed by manage­
ment called for continuous polygraph Oic de­
tector) examina1ion of ,,orkers. illegal invasions 
of privacy and an open shop as its major parts. 
Because Coors has a vertical monopoly-o,, n­
ing and controlling companies ,, hich cover all 
the aspects of producing and distributing beer 
from agriculture to trucking-they could trans­
fer workers from other kinds of plants to the 
brewery. The bo!·colt is an essential part of the 
\\ orkers' strategy in negotiating the contract. So 
So far in 1g-.7 Coors sales ha,e been cut 21010 

and in the Ba, Arca Coors has lost 3101
0 of its 

sales. (Coors ~sed to be the #I beer in Califor 
nia.) Coors. which has a long histot) of righ 
,\mg and anti-union activity. has 
concessions in negotiations: t 
not to hold to disciplinar) 
affecting comm unit! n 
tied their use oft 
crs Local 3 
cone~ 

nation·s 
glomerate, "ith 50. 
ha,e been organizmg 
for the last 14 ,ears 
most of its planls in 
tage of lo"er "ages 
alent racism to 
issues that ing for include job 

, nst Bro,, n Lung dis­
semoritv. The workers have 

•cott of all JP Ste, ens products, 

safety 

sheets, p1IIO\\S. balnkets, carpets, 
t linen and hosicr)".The JP Stevens Work­
ers Boycott Committee "ill hold an educational 
e\ent to support their struggle on Dec 18 (see 
listing). 

THU 1 uGuatemala, 
Ocupado," 

film about a young \\Oman w 
sionment m the city and ret s the country­
side as a revolutionarv. a az ilm Series clas-
sic (open to the publi aney College, 900 
Fallon St, Oakland 200 at I pm. and the 
Forum at 7 

rda Venezolana:' the new 
. with Teodoro Petkoff. expo­

nent of e revolutionary thought of La 

1 

nd music by Conjunto Teofila 
ocumentary film about Venez 

na. 3105 Shattuck Ave. Berkel , 

1955. 50,000 Montgomery Black 
oft he buses protesting s r 
public transportation. 

1904 After 15 months of a ial law enforced 
bv 2.000 Gls in C e Creek and 
ft,1/uride. Colo 

Benefit for the Boycott 
Coors Committee, dance 

"ith H P, s 011 tht• Way, at Peoples' Cultural 
Cent I Valencia St. SF. 8 pm. S2. b 

e utored Tomato: UC and Corporate Ag• 
Jture," presentation on the University' 

e m promoting agribusiness & high·le I 
conflicts of interest. with discussion, slide o 
& skit. \ponsored by Science for the Pco e t 
Tan Oak Room. Student Union Bldg. an­
croft & Telegraph Ave, Berkeley. 
lrce. J~ 
•'The Family & The State," foru 
ret\ky ,peaking on the state o 
!amity. at East Bay Socialist S 
tuck A,e. Oakland. 8 pm. 
provided. 1 

o-Cuban jam ses­
ongs with rumbas, 
and the top mu<ii­

Pc'na. 3105 Shattuck 
$2.50. /.) 

ravaganza presented by 
1th Lmda "Tui" Tillerv and 

rmances by Pat Parker, Meg 
sa Tull. and Chris Williamson. 

d Auditorium. 10 Tenth St. Oak-
. $4.50. childcare available. also in­

for the deaf, call 652-4401 ext 610 for 

Btntnt for Maryanne Camp for HaY"ard City 
Council. ,,dth singer Malvina Reynold'i and 
documentary Lo1•e It Like a Fool, ot Ides Hall, 
HOS C St, Hayward, 8 pm, $3.25 at the door. 
childcare. 
1859: Execution of John Brown. abolitionist 

leader. who led a group of men in an 
att(•mpt to capture the US go,•en,ment 
arsi~ua/ at Harper's Ferry, Virginia. The 
raid, which was part ofa mud, larger 
plan im·olving tlwdestructiou ofslm·e,y 
by th1•armi11g of its l•frtiml, wa.\: un.mc­
cessful. Broh'n cmd sixofltisfol/<ni,·er,\ 
wer~ killtd for criminal conspiracy and 
treason against the Commonwi>alth of 
Virginia. 

SAT Ben 
p 

tion strug . 
dance with Hedzole 
ZANU (Zimbabwe A 
Peoples' Cultural Cente 
8 pm, $2.50. childcare pro 

Celebration of completion of a new mura , 
Wirids of Change. co-sponsored by Common­
Arts and Co-op Credit Union, at east parking 
lot of Co-op Credit Union, 1432 University Ave. 
Berkeley. 2-5 pm. free. 
Pella Fiesta con Mirasol. Latin rhythms in salsa 
and jazz, at La Pena. 3105 Shattuck. Berkeley, 
9:30 pm. s2.so. b 
Chlldnm's Program, with Chriss Orr the Clown 
showing what it takes to be one. at La Pe~a. 
3105 Shattuck. Berkeley. 1:30 pm, donations. b 
Enttrtainment Extravaganza presented by 
Olivia Records, see Dec 2. 

Open House Btneflt for COMEXAS prin~op. 
with art by Malquias Montoya, cu tral pre• 
sentations, music, at 1325 Fruity e, Oakland, 
from 5 pm. 

20th Jomada por Chile, 
The Sociology & Politics 

of Sp-0ns, with Harry Edwards, UC professor 
and 1968 Olympic protest participant, also Cu­
ban film Cerro Pelada, at La Peta. 3105 Shat­
tuck A\'e, Berkeley. 7:30 pm, $ I.SO includ 
wine & em panada. 

The Feminlat Wrltt ' 

ng of 
ng Men 

is. Superdyke. 
2329 San Pabl 
only. childca 

1969 

Benefit for the Nativ 
Amer. Solidarity Comm . 

tee, "'ith I s As long as the River Fl , 
s Coast Indians' struggle for fi i 

The Dispossessed. about Pi • 
confrontation Y..ith PG&E in 1 

ers and literature, at the Rox· 
& Valencia. SF, two complete h 

9:30 pm. s2. b 

1869· National Negro la r. onvention in 
Washington, DC c ates the Colored 
National Labo 

1932· and unemployml'lll 
during the t Depression, 1,000,000 
demonst r, t o demand food from 
the gov ,r ent. 

uRebelllon in Patagonia;' 
film about peasants' rev­

Q ary struggle in Argentina. benefit for 
(Argentine Information Service Center), 

at a Peiia. 3105 Shattuck. Berkeley. 8 pm, $2 
nation. t) 

"Arts Administration Workshop:' for non-prof­
it orgam7ations. visual. literary & performing 
artists. directed by Susan Billstein, spon~ored 
by the Alliance of California Arts Councils. A,t­
lan Cultural. and Junior Center for Art & Sci­
ence, at 3612 Webster. Oakland, 9:30 am to 
4:30 pm. SI.SO for materials. call 931-0187 for 
reservations. 

1931: Mass demonstrations by unemployed 
workers in Washington DC for un­
employment insurance and food. 
/, 250.000 people participate, over half 
are Black, the hardest hit of any section 
of the population. 

1941: WWI I. US gov~•rnment declares war, 
arrests 120.000Japanese-American 
citizens. confiscates their property. 
and puts them in concentration camps 
for the duration of the war. Bt"g corpora-
1ions make records profits of$22 billion 
each year of"the war. JOO million people 
die. Four million veterans retum to fac 
unemploymelll in an economy that ~11/ 
fiurctions with low unemployment dur ug 
a h'ar or threat ufwar. 

THU 8 "Memorl .. of Underde­
ielopment:' Cuhan film 

about post-revolutionary society. a Raza Film 
Series class (open to the public), free, see Dec I. 

"Nuclear Energy & the National Energy Plan;' 
a radio program with guest speakers Barry 
Commoocr & Amory Lovins, on KPFA-FM 94, 
8:30 pm. 
"The Mother Pluckerst a women's band play. 
ing everything frnm ragtime to rock, at 
P.!iTa, 3105 Shattuck, Berkeley, 9 pm . . 
0 Collectlog Unemployment," gal workshop 
sponsored by Pro Per colic ve. at 1606 Bonita 
St (upstairs). Berkeley. pm. no fees or ap-
pointments, donati appreciated. 

"Artlattc Creatl s;' Abajo del Sol program 
with feminist tists celebrating the Puerto Ri­

ovement, on KQEC-TV, channel 

Im (American Indian Movement) 
Banks, with music by Flloyd Wester-
with Max G • ncy 
peakers f • 
nsored 
. SF. 7 

e co­
ey, 8 pm, S2. 

'Women & Violence:' a 
worksho 

shi between capitalism & 

WED 14 Thj Mahal in concert, a 
benefit for CommonArts. 

a new cornmunity~bascd cultural arts progratn. 
at I.a Pena, 3105 Shattuck, Berkeley. 7:30 & 
9:.10 pm, $4, tickets at Leopold,. La P<!!i'a, Com 
monArts. call 843-4010 for info, childcare pro­
vided first sl1ow only. b 
"The Family Dynamics of Families with Alco· 
hol & Drug Problems:' a di~cussion facilitated 
by Katya Hope, family therapist, with some ex­
p nmc . playing included. at Berkeley 
Women's Center. anning Way, 8l'rkclcy, 
8-10 pm, donations, wome nl. 

THU 15 uLos Olvldados" (Mexi-
co), film about a youth 

amidst the violence and poverty of the slums of 
Mexico City, a Raza Film Series class (open to 
the public), see Dec I. 
0 Elolsa Vasquez y su Cuadro Flamencot Pena 
Concert with music, da 
menco tradition, 
Berkeley. 8:15 & 

Eilts St. SF. 7:30 pm, 
for more info. 

row a se y accuse o 
s eakers & film 

"Ya war Malllrn'' (Blood of the Cond 
performance of musical group from 
America, at La Pc1ia, 3105 Shattuck, Bcrkele 
g pm, SJ. b 

Children's Program, with t 
Fo/klorico de Mesico, at 

;t tuck, Berkeley, 1:30 pm, d 
·,;-"""'--ue"'n"'e 

6:30 p 

1898. Paris Treaty: Spain cedes C a, Puerto 
Rico. and the Philippines t the US. 
Monoploies in the US wel me oppor­
tunity to reinvest capi al i colonial 
areas, and statesrne, spe kin terms o( 

SUN 11 Wo e Against Violence 
in Po ography & the 

Media will present a s 1dc how at the Pacific 
Center. 2329 San Pabl . B rkeley. 7:30 pm. $I 
donation. women onl . C ildcare provided. f 
Slide Show & Tulk b B' & Tania Mandel on 
recent trip to Eas m epublics of Russia. 
sponsored by Worn n r Peace, at Unitarian 
Fellowship Hall, onit & Cedar, Berkeley. 7 
pm, 52. 
Peti'a Concert, A E ning With Woody, songs 
& stories of Wo y thrie presented by Lenny 
Anderson & B ce Greene, at I.a Pena. 3105 
Shattuck, Ber le 8:30 pm, $I.SO. b 

C 

nsored by the Oakland Com­
Ccnter. 6118 E 14th St, Oak-
1, call 562-5262 for info. 

1959: Po ·ce i Namibia (South West Africa) 
ki/l 13 nd wound 60 demonstrators pro· 
t,:stin racist Bamusian policy. This leads 
to the. ormation of SWAPO in early 1960 
and he beginnings of a new strategy for 
r,at • 11al liberation. 

12 

Peiia Concert, with Sky's 
Rhythm Rei•u1•, East Bay 

k & Chicago rhythm & blues, at L1 Pc'lla. 
Shattuck, Berkeley. 9 pm. $ I.SO. b 

•' ow to do Your Own Uncontested Dh•orce:' a 
I gal workshop sponsored by Pro Per collective, 
t 1890 Alcatraz. Berkeley, 3-5 pm, no fees or 

appointments. donations welcome. 

In Po/a,rd, strikes and protests bt•gin 
ugai,rst a,ai-popular economic policies 
and polillca/ repression. 

S2 advance. $2.50 t 
Center. 72 I Valencia. 
Multi-Cultural Festiv 
turingjazz by Bobby Hu 
much more. Sponsored 
American Studies and 
Arts Center, at Berkeley C 
ater. Allston at Grove. B 
vance, $5 door. call 547-

1975: Despite declaration q 
Philippines. Ferdinand 
mass pressure from the~ 
ment, is.forced to lz:ft his 
strikes. 

SUN 18 
tile workers, featuring Tt.•stimony, a doc me -
tary film on the organizing struggle at J Ste 
vens' N Carolina plant, a discussion with S~ar­
ron Farrell. textile workers' organizer, and film 
classic The Inheritance, about American labor 
struggles of the '30s. and special guest Malvina 
Reynolds, sponsored by JP Stevens Boycott 
Committee, with proceeds to be shared with the 
Brown Lung Assoc, at L1 Pena, 3105 Shattuck, 
Berkeley. 8 pm. $2. b 
Open House at Btrkeiey Free Clinic, with tours, 
free refreshments. videotape on patients' rights. 
free blood-pressure check. drawing for prizes. 
and more. at Berkeley Free Clinic. 2339 Du­
rant. Berkeley, II pm to 5 pm. free. children 
welcome. 

"23 BWlon Burgers to Earth:' radio program 
looks at increasing monopolization and labor 
management techniques in the restaurant in­
dustry. on KPFA-FM 94, 10 am. 

Discussion with Merlin Stone, author of When 
God Was a Woman. uncovering the matriar­
chal basis of religion, at A Woman's Place 
Bookstore, College & Broadway, Oakland, 1-5 
pm, free, children welcome. b 
"Everybody's Recreation Nlte," an evening of 
exploration, entertainment, and expression. at 
Everybody's Creative Arts Center, 4939 Broad­
way (at 51st). Oakland, 7-12 pm. $5 ($3.50 from 
8:30 pm. $2.50 from 9:30 pm), call 547-9498 for 
info. 

"Alive," women's jazz trio performs at the Pa­
cific Center, 2329 San Pablo, Berkeley, 8 pm. 
S2.S0. women only, childcare provided. b 
Children's Play, sponsored by the Oakland 
Community Learning Center. at 6118 E 14th St. 
Oakland. 4 pm, call 562-5262 for info. 

1865: 13th Amendment abolishes human 
slave'}t 

Mo N 19 "Women & Lonelin .. , at 
Holidays:' a discussion 

facilitated by Toni Taylor at the Berkeley Wom­
en's Center, 2112 Channing Way, Berkeley. 7:30 
pm, women only, donations. 

1915: Joe Hill, 1!11,•rn111ionul Workers n/'the 
World (Wobblies) organiz£•rand singe,., 
is frunu•d and hun;.: in Utah despite 
w~,rldwide protPst, 1/is last words were 
''Don't mourn, organiu 1" 

Pe''lla Concert with Russel 
Baba, music from the 

·an-American experience, at La Pcita, 3105 
Sha ck. Berkeley. 8 lll, I.SO. tJ 

1960: 

fit for the American 
In n Survival School, 
ak· ,g and Native Amer­

. at La ena. 3105 Shattuck. 
, $2 on ion. b 

n for Women & Kids, 
enter, 2112 Channing 
kids bring homemade 
xchange, refreshments 

rotest 25 years of US 
• '!f'II•• WJcSe and 

ve icles, a base 
ho11s,, Glsaroord 
/duty. 

ldman and 250 other "anar-
d "undesirubles" were dep-0rted 
She was a R 1usian Jew who 
to America i11 /886 and 

leadillg spokesperson.for 
ights. "History tells us that 
essed class gained tn,e 

from its masters through its 
wn ~!forts:· 

s Party 

oncert with Pan 
• ional West 

on steel 
eley. 

House, at 
Foothill. Oa 

o Native America 
r info. 

flt for the Assata 
r & Dessie Woods 

eakcrs and film 
Passing Thru, at People's ul ral Center. 721 
Valencia. SF. 8 pm. $2. tJ 

val de la N ueva C 
he new song of Lati usi-

ssion of the politic tin 
at La Pella. 3105 S . 
b 

HRootsofCreatton:' Pei 
Fiesta with reggae fron 

t a Pefia. 3105 Shattuck, Berkeley. 
2 .. t) 

rking pPople 111 

Mass. n"se up in Cl n gainst lwm•y 
taxes and denial q o • ical rigl11s by 
newly established 

Benefit for the Sid Welsh 
Defense Committee & 

American lndl vement (AIM). with music 
& speakers in str gl against the repression of 
Native Americans at PeTta, 3105 Shattuck. 
Berkeley. 8 pm. $ do iation. b 
1890: Massacre o( iou ndians at Wounded 

Knee, Souilt D ko , bv US troops. The 
USAnnydisar 1st /~stoftheSioux 
Nation and muri/l'rs 00 unarmed Natb'(' 
Americans to rev nge uster. 26 Medals 
of Honor are awa Jt>d _l' the Pentagon. 

THU 29 "MarcOI & Martial " 
a radio program featu 

ing testimony of victims of atrocities under l 
Marcos dictatorship in the Philippines, wit 
music by Th,· Chroniclers, on KPFA FM 9 . 
8,30 pm. 

"Lucla,''classic film from Cuba in honor of th 
anniversary of the Victory of the Cuban Revo 
lution (Januarv 1). at I.a Peila, 3105 Shattuc 
Berkeley. 8 pm, SJ.SO. b 

FRI 30 Peiia Fietta with Emo 
& the Nt'W York Corpor 

tion. Latin & Soul disco music, at La PCOa,31 
Shattuck. Berkeley. 8 pm. S2. ,>, 

G at Grm•rol M uturs strike at flint. 
Michigm,, encl um,gi:ment surren­
ders. The workers 1lld occupied the 
factory for 44 days ~vhilc ives and 
children picketed in thousmrd 

SAT 31 
tory of the Cuban 
Moncada Program from Cuha, slide show, sing• 
ers, and salsa fiesta with Tipica Cienfuegos. co­
sponsored by the Venceremos Brigade & La 
Peila, at La Petl'a, 3105 Shattuck. Berkeley, 8:30 
pm, Fiesta IO pm to 2 am, $4 advance, $4.50 
door. b 
1863: English workers send letter. written by 

Karl Marx, to Pres. Lincoln supporting 
the abolition of slavery. This internutional 
solidarity by the British workers helped 
keep the British government _from enter­
ing the ~,1aro11 the side of the slave 
owners. 

1969: Jock Yablonski. rank-and-file miners' 
reform leader in Kentucky, is murdered, 
along with his wife & children, by hired 
gun thugs. Tony Boyle, then entrenched 
United Mine Workers· (UMW) presi· 
ent, was later com•ic1ed oj murder. 

Oakland Femint.t Women's Health r of-
fers women's self-help groups beginning 
first Thursday of each month. Information 
sharing to learn more about women·s bodie5 
and for women to take control of their bodies. 
Topics depend on the \I.omen involved. ""! to 9 
pm, 2930 McClure. Oakland. Call 444-5676 for 
further information. 

People Against Nuclear· Power, educational 
gathering. Film, Thi! Lust Resort, follows pot­
luck dinner at 6 pm. Film at 7:30. Free. C'hil• 
dren welcome. Call 752-7766 for further infor-

rkers Food Drive needs dona­
as white rice, beans. cot".. 

\, etc. Contact the 
land (533-34~7). 

The Pacific Center for Human 
services for gays, bisexuals, spouses of 
others, including professional & para-pr 
• nal counseling. supportive rap groups. crisis 

mation line. and switchboard referrals on 
th, al. and job info. also a speakers' bu-

ble. Call 841-6224 for information. 

Three fi Japan, Snow Country (Dec 1 ). 
Floating We s ( 8). and Stray Dog (Dec 15) 
"ill be sho,\ n 1 he ney College Asian Film 
Series (open to the ht· Thursdays at 7 pm, 
Room D200. Lane) 900 Fallon. Oak-
land. free. 

The East Bay Single Paren eso 
sponsors drop-in rap sessions e 
pm. at St John's Center, College 
Berkeley. and potluck raps the 1st & 
days of each month. 6-9 pm. childcare ro 
,ided. Call 841-1958 for more information. 

Free Film Series, every Tuesday at 7 pm. at the 
Oakland Community Learning Center, 6118 E. 
14th St. Oakland, call 562-5261 for schedule. 

Medical Services are offered at the George 
ack5on Free Clinic. 3236 Adeline St. Berkeley, 

f or donations accepted. call 653-2534 for 
p intment. Podiatry Clinic Weds 2-4 pm. 

'111 remantal Blood Test VD Screening 
Th rs IO pm. Pediatric Ser"ices Mon 6-8 pn; 
& s -5 pm. J 

Subscribe 's ote: Beginning January 19.,.., \\C 

are forced t rat the sub\cription rate for the 
ah• lar to SS per year. Postal 

rates are gom up on. a\ arc other costs ol 
producing the !en ar. We hope this \\on't 
pre,ent anyone fr 1 "' )\Cribing. \Ve think its 
,;till one of the best a ams around. 

The ,alue ot 1he Communil) C!llen 
in suppot1ing ..,truggh~, for \Ocial ~ ~ 
pend., on ,our organi,auon\ p.1rt1cipa • :rn. 'he 
5000 Calendars distributed througho c 
East Bay at O\er 100 communit) location ca 
help public11e your group\ acti,ities. Listi 
in the Calendar are free. \Ve are especially i 
terested in listing political and cultural C\'ents 
\\ hich advance the 'itruggles of all working 
people for democratic ,rnd human rights. for 
11dependent political po"er, and against the 
r cism and sexism\\ hich keep~ people d1v1ded. 
Wi list events" hich "ill be of interest to either 

w e range of people or a ~pccific <.'ommunity. 
:e Y. • l list event<; outside the East Ba) locale if 

th a e directed to a Ba, Arca audience and 
hen\ ise a\'ailable· to Ea~t Bay people. 

en to suggestions about the criteria 
ing listings. If you are in doubt. 

please n us your information an)'\\ay. Be 
sure to s 1b 1it all listing~ b! mail before the 
deadline: e 1st of each month. Please see the 

ti Calendar ("Who We Are") for 

This month',; Jc,.ii,:n I from .1 Jr11,ing b)· BI.men. 

EAST BAY CALENDAR OF POLITICAL & CULTURAL EVENTS 
1 ypc\etting by typeset, Berkeley --~'& 



United Mineworkers' Contract: 
The national coal contract between the United Mine Workers (UMW) 
and the Bituminous Coal Operators Association (BCOA) will expire 
December 6.The national contract is negotiated with the 130 coal com­
panies in the BCOA-located mainly in the coalfields of West Virginia, 
Kentucky, Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
The main issues in the contract are: the right of UMW locals to ssrike 
over unresolved grievances, refinancing the union's health fund (cut­
backs in June brought 8500 miners out on a wildcat strike), improved 
wages (current average is $6.67 an hour), and promotion according to 
seniority. 
Leading up to this negotiation there have been wildcat strikes and 
rank-and-file activity over issues of safety and the union health fund. 
Still, rank-and-file members are wondering whether the UMW leader­
ship will effectively press their demands at the bargaining table. The 
UMW represents fewer miners now than it did ten years ago-around 
50% now compared to over 70% then. Also, a growing number of coal 
companies have opened nonunion. highly productive strip mines in the 
West. which. along with stockpiled coal, will be used against the UMW. 
The industry is braced for a long strike. Many coal companies are con­
trolled by other industries. Oil monopolies in particular have large 
holding~ in coal.The two prime consumers of coal, steel companies and 
utilitie~ have 100-day stockpiles. Bethlehem Steel Co has such a large 
stockp It' that it laid off 1200 miners at six of its Pennsylvania mines. 
The indu,,ry has also been adve1iising extensively, cashing in on the oil 
shortage scare again to get people to buy coal. 
In the long run the strength of the UMW will depend on how seriously 
it takes up organizing the unorganized miners across the country. 
The mineworkers' struggle is important to workers all over the country 
for several reasons. Coal mining is a very basic industry; the steel in­
dustry and utilities depend upon it. Miners throughout the world are 
heavily exploited and controlled because the costs of extracting basic 
resources determine, in part, the profits in all industry. Mineworkers, 
because of their position in the workforce and the degree to which they 
are exploited. have waged some of the most important and militant 
struggles in labor history. 
Miners and their families have organized at a rank-and-file level over 
the last 100 years to fight against terrible conditions in the mines and 
the ra\•ages of black lung. They have organized against company town 
housing monopolies and for striking families' welfare rights during bit­
ter winters; and they have fought the mining companies to maintain 
their homes and countryside against strip mining, flooding, pollution & 
other effects of the mining industry. 
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u~A.TO/LNS ;i~::.~,•:,-:. 
'ANY MOR,E CUTBACKS IN HEALTH BENEFITS, 
AND MY "PENSION WILL CONSIST OF A 

COFFIN,'' 
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SAFETY AND MEDICAL BENEFITS ARE THE MAIN ISSUES 

Two of the most important rank-and-file mineworkers' struggles in the 
past year have been the wildcat strike over the health fund cutbacks 
which spread over Appalachia from June into September, and the strike 
against the Blue Diamond Coal Co in Stearns, Kentucky, for a UMW 
contract. 
The Stearns strike has been going since July 17, 1976. The company offi­
cials, who refuse to agree to a contract provision which permits miners 
to leave their jobs if the safety committee deems the conditions unsafe, 
are the same officials responsible for the deaths of 26 miners in March, 
1976, at the Scotia Mine in Letcher County, Ky. The miners died in two 
methane gas explosions caused by inadequate ventilation; the second 
explosion was only two days after the first one. The families of the Sco­
tia miners have still not gotten justice in their suit agai"nst the Blue Dia­
mond Co. 
The miners' determination to have a UMWA safety committee in the 
mine has led to severe harrassrnent from the company and its hirelings. 
Blue Diamond hired the Storm Security Company to "guard" the 
Stearns mine after the strike began, and soon pickets found themselves 
dodging bullets. Rather than give up the strike, the miners armed 
themselves, set up sandbags on the picket line, and held their ground. 
Miners, who are defending their right to unionize and bargain for safe 
conditions, are being framed in the comis for assault. The same courts 
acquitted a mine foreman of murdering a striker at Brookside, Ky, in 
1974, despite witnesses. 
The wildcat strike over the UMWA Health and Retirement Fund cuts 
brought out miners in West Virginia, the hea1i of the strike, Kentucky, 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. Before the cuts UMWA members and their 
families received free medical care. The cuts, which were proposed by 
the coal operators and initially accepted by the Health and Retirement 
Fund, meant that these families would have to pay the first $250 of 
hospital bills and 40% of out-patient medical costs. This is an enor­
mous reduction that also meant closing down some medical facilities 
entirely (in places where there are no other clinics) and a loss of jobs for 
health workers. Through rank-and-file rnilitance, the UMW leadership 
has been forced to take a stand.The fund continues to be an issue in the 
contract negotiation. 
Both of these strikes indicate how much the mineworkers' strength de­
pends on rank-and-file organization. Workers all over can see how 
rank-and-file organization needs to begin at one mine and extend to a 
fully organized community to defend itself and survive, and that, in the 
long run, the rank-and-file movement needs to be organized nationally. 
Information for this article came from Mountain Life and Work, 
magazine of the Appalachian South, July, Aug & Sept '77; Obreros en 
Marcha, political organ of El Comite MINP. Oct '77: The Guardian, 
Oct 26, '77. 

Oil, Chemical & Atomic Workers 
Fight Pesticide Company in the 
Courts: 
Rumors that had been going around at the Lathrop, California, plant 
of Occidental Chemical for six months drew the attention of Oil, 
Chemical and Atomic Workers Local #5 in July of this year. Varying in 
form, the rumors all pointed to the fact that none of the men in the Ag­
Chern department had become fathers in quite some time. After con­
firming this fact statistically through medical records, Local 5 set out to 
find the cause of the problem. By mid-July DBCP was isolated as the 
malefactor, but many of the workers had already suffered irreversible 
reproductive impairment. DBCP is a complex chemical compound 
used to kill root pests on food crops. It was being manufactured under 
license from its co-developers, Dow and Shell. Local 5 has court actions 
and compensation cases pending on behalf of the workers. 
Spurred by Local 5, Cal-OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Ad­
ministration) held five days of hearings that resulted in a partial ban on 
the use or production of DBCP in the US. 
The reports resemble a double edition of the Oakland phone book and 
yield many insights into the relationship between the academic and 
business communities. 

In late 1954 and early 1955, UCSF did a series of reports on DBCP as 
part of the procedure for licensing DBCP for production and use in this 
state. The leader of the research team for DBCP at UCSF was Dr 
Charles Hine who, in 1961, issued a joint report with a Dow research 
team on the compound. This Hine-Torkelson report is a summary of all 
the research done. Although the joint authorship supposedly indicated 
impartial research, this is simply not the case. 
The report, issued to "the public" in September, 1961, was buried in a 
chemical journal. It called DBCP long acting (meaning it does not 
break down readily) and damaging to the testes, liver, eyes, kidneys and 
digestive system. It states that "injury caused by this compound was 
noted to be particularly slow in healing:' 
As in the confidential reports to Shell during the license procedure 
tests, the researchers found DBCP was dangerous in blood levels as low 
as five parts per million and could enter the body by being eaten, as a 
vapor, or through the skin. The bibliography of the Hine-Torkelson re­
port cites other reports going back to 1925 which point to the extreme 
dangers of compounds closely related to DBCP. 
The Occidental workers, 2000 other industrial workers and tens of 
thousands of farmworkers and consumers should not have had to ex­
pose themselves to this deadly chemical. 
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In a written response to this report, Louis Lykken of Shell suggested to 
Hine that since the "papers read with considerable difficulty" the re­
port needed "to be tightened up" since "such papers are frequently 
read by a layman:' He recommended removal of the report's high safety 
standards for the handling and production of DBCP. He also suggested 
sections on first aid and medical treatment had no place in a repo1i on 
the toxicology and pharmacology for a compound. 
Evidently Hine did tighten up because beginning with a $ 15.000 grant 
to Hine Laboratories in 1962, his research has been supported by Shell 
in five figures.The last gift of $25,000 was for Hines' work at UCSF and 
came in July of 1977, shortly after Local 5 began kicking up dust. De­
spite all this, Dr Hine filed a negative conflict of interest report in this 
matter in May of 1977 with the Regents. 
Local 5 has filed suit on behalf of the affected workers and DBCP pro­
duction and use has been ordered halted, but the problem does not end 
there. DBCP's big selling point included its long-acting ability and, like 
DDT, it will be around in water, soil and air indefinitely. Its cumulative 
effects have never been studied, or if they have, the report is still buried. 
DBCP was indicated to be a possible carcinogen by an American Can­
cer Society preliminary report in 1973. The crux of the matter is that 
DBCP is one of a family of closely related compounds, all of which are 
strongly suspect, but which are being developed and used with no re­
gard for the health or safety of workers or the general public. 
Long-range effects of powerful chemicals are seldom. if ever. studied in 
the rush to get a new product on the market, and the resulting list of 
health, safety and ecological disasters grows at a rate that staggers the 
imagination. The actions of the academic and business communities in 
these matters are criminal. 
While the capitalists figure a definite amount of death. disease, "acci­
dents" and worker suits into their costs and profits, union leadership 
often compromises on health and safety. It's up to rank-and-file work­
ers to demand full information about materials they work with. to de­
mand safer conditions, to demand adequate redress for damage to their 
health, and to insist that the leadership not compromise on regulations. 
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