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A Nuclear Future?

The campaign against GE's Vallecitos Nuclear Center
is but one link in a growing movement to reclaim our
energy resources for people’s needs, not private profits.
In the US, large capitalist interests have historically
controlled energy. Oil companies, coal and natural gas
conglomerates, and electric utility monopolies, with fi-
nancing from the banks and by dominating government
agencies, dictate energy policies and prices. Now these
power brokers are planning our future—a nuclear fu-
ture—based on their multi-billion dollar worldwide in-
vestments in the nuclear industry. The interests of the
public, such as cheap and efficient energy, safety, con-
servation of resources, and creation of jobs, will have to
be fought for.

‘Now these power brokers are plan-
ning our future based on their multi-
million dollar worldwide investments
in the nuclear industry.”

Nuclear energy technology is only about twenty years
old. Yet, like fallout from the first deadly atomic cloud,
reactor plants have mushroomed around the world. In
this country, there are 67 “nukes” operating and 156
more in the building or planning stages. The Carter ad-
ministration estimates 250 nuclear plants by the year
2000. In contrast to the $3.4 billion budget for nuclear
power, solar power is allocated a token $325 million.
Both government and industry advertise nuclear energy
as cheap, clean and safe. But what are the facts?

The sales pitch that only nuclear energy can save our
economy in an era of energy crisis, unemploymmnt,
and recession has been debunked even by researchers
friendly to the nuclear proponents. A University of
California/Lawrence Labs study concluded that Cali-
fornia could get along without any nuclear or fossil fuel
for the next 40 years, just by using alternative energy
sources available and conservation. The promise that
nuclear construction offers more jobs is also false. It
produces fewer jobs per dollar invested than any other
energy source.

Nuclear power has proven to be uneconomical
more expensive even than coal-burning power plants.
Building nuclear plants demands a huge initial outlay of
capital. Costs have increased 100% since 1964. The price
of uranium has risen 7 times since 1974 (thanks to an
international price-fixing cartel). The Seabrook, New
Hampshire nuclear plant started as a $970 million dol
lar project. Cost over-runs now put the “final” figure at
$3 billion. Of course we foot the bill for these increased
costs, as rate hikes and taxes. Taxpayers fund the gov-
ernment subsidies for uranium enrichment and nuclear
research, and also carry much of the burden in case of
accident and for disposal of radioactive wastes.

“Expensive nuclear plants are an ideal
way to invest billions and guarantee
higher profits.”

East Bay “INuke” Shut Down

On October 24, 1977, the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission issued an emergency order to General Electric
Co to shut down the largest reactor at its Vallecitos Nu-
clear Center near Pleasanton in the Livermore Valley.
The order was a result of a new US Geological Survey
finding an active earthquake fault at the site. The order
also came one week after a petition by a coalition of lo-
cal organizations asking the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission (NRC) to conduct public hearings on the re-
newal of GE’s license for its reactor and plutonium labs.
The coalition includes the East Bay Anti-Nuclear Group,
Alameda County Citizens Against Vallecitos, East Bay
Women for Peace, & California Public Interest Research
Group, with support from several congressional repre-
sentatives. The coalition charged that Vallecitos was an
extreme hazard to the health and safety of the 4.4 mil-
lion Bay Area residents living within a 40-mile evacua-
tion area in case of earthquake or other disaster.

Vallecitos Nuclear Center is one of many sites in the
Bay Area which handles toxic nuclear materials. It is the
second largest commercial plutonium fuel plant in the
nation, holding up to 330 pounds of plutonium and
2000 pounds of enriched uranium. It is one of the most
dangerous nuclear facilities due to the use of many
forms of radioactive materials, and its close proximity
to a major populahon center, and its water supplies.

Like most other nuclear facilities in this area, Valleci-
tos is located near a system of active earthquake faults.
The Verona Fault is 200 feet from the reactor and passes
directly under the radioactive storage facility. The Cala-
veras Fault and Los Positas Fault are both about 8000
feet away. GE built Vallecitos in 1957 to withstand an
earthquake of about 4.3 on the Richter scale. The site is
now estimated to have an earthquake potential of mag-
nitude 7.5.

Last month the NRC accepted the coalition’s petition
to become “intervenors” in the renewal of GE's license

for operating the Vallecitos Nuclear Center, and agreed
to hold public hearings in June. Coalition activists are
currently stepping up their efforts to educate and organ-
ize area residents to put pressure on the NRC. They are
planning door-to-door canvassing in the Livermore Val-
ley area this month. People are encouraged to express
their concern about the Vallecitos Nuclear Reactor by
writing to the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board, Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, 1717 H St NW, Washing-
ton, DC 20555. For more information, or to offer your
help or contributions, contact the East Bay Anti-Nu-
clear Group (EBANG) at 7831 Claremont Ave, Berke-
ley, 94705, or call 465-0743

&

Local Hazard —Global Threat

Here in the Bay Area
Berkeley and Livermore are responsible for
and testing of all the nuclear weapons in the US arsenal
from the original H-bombs dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki to the new “Neutron Bomb!’ The labs are
administered by the University of California and fi-
nanced by the Energy Research and Development Ad-
ministration (ERDA). Its $215 million dollar budget
goes for both nuclear weapons (60%) and nuclear
energy (40%). The Livermore Lab contains 700 pounds
of plutonium and is located near seven active earth-
quake faults

The UC Nuclear Weapons Labs Conversion Project
has been organized as a statewide coalition to challenge
the continued US policy of nuclear weapons develop-
ment, the University’s complicity, and to demand con-
version of the Labs to safe, humane uses, such as non-
polluting energy sources. The group offers a half-hour
slide show and speakers to interested organizations. In
April members will sponsor a protest on the UC Berke-
ley campus and participate in the national demonstra-
tion at Rocky Flats Nuclear Arsenal in Colorado. For
more information call 642-4136 or 626-6976

Lawrence Laboratories in
he design

Need Help With Taxes?

If you want help with your taxes, the following groups
volunteer their services.
The ProPer Collective, 1606 Bonita, Berkeley, 849-
4512; Mon & Tues 6:30 to 8:30 pm, Sat 10 to 2 pm.
Volunteer Information Tax Assistance (VITA, until
April 15); info 881-3731:
Cal State Hayward 881-3724, Wed 11 to 2, Thu 4 to 7
731 Webster, Oakland, 465-0811, Sat 10 am to 1 pm
1900 Fruitvale, Sat 9 am to 12 noon. Se Habla Espanol.
The IRS:
Phone Center 65{ 9515 3505 Broadway, Oakland,
450 Golden Gate Ave, SF
24150 Hesperian Blvd, Hayward
1025 Nevin Ave, Richmond

If nuclear energy is so uneconomical, why do utility
companies want to build more nukes? They make prof-
its for their owners based on a fixed percentage of dol-
lars they invest. Expensive nuclear plants are an ideal
way to invest billions and guarantee higher profits. Of
course, banks are happy to loan billions on a return of
14% or so. After all, the utility companies have a cap-
tive market.

Plutonium—nuclear waste—is one of the most toxic
substances known. It is estimated that one pound of
plutonium represents the potential for cancer in 9 billion
human beings. Nuclear wastes can be dangerously ra-
dioactive for 250,000 years and more. The numbers of
workers in nuclear facilities who have suffered death,
injury, disease or genetic damage from exposure to
radioactive materials is alarming. Workers in nuclear
facilities are allowed 30 times the dosage of radiation
considered “safe” for the general public. It is just coming
to light that tens of thousands of military personnel who
were deliberately exposed to levels of radiation previ-
ously considered safe are subject to high rates of cancer.

“Plutonium—nuclear waste—is one of
the most toxic substances known.”

The stakes in the struggle for control of energy
sources are high. Nuclear policy today will determine
the balance of the earth’s ecosystem and the balance of
people’s power for generations to come. The nuclear en-
ergy empire is part of the most powerful entrenched
corporated structures in history. However, an interna-
tional movement against nuclear power has been grow-
ing. In W. germany, 80,000 people defied a government
ban and marched to prevent further nuclear construc-
tion. Anti-nuclear forces have held demonstrations in
France, Italy, Sweden, Japan, and Australia. In the US
organization has developed on a national level with the
Abalone Alliance on the West coast, the Clamshell Alli-
ance in the East, and the Mobilization for Survival, a
national coalition. Legal and legislative reforms have
been fought for and community pressure brought to
bear. Direct actions have been taken against nuclear
plants at Seabrook, New Hampshire, Diablo Canyon in
California, Trojan in Oregon, and others. On April 29
and 30 a national demonstration will be held at Rocky
Flats Nuclear Weapons Facility near Denver, Colorado.
On May 27 a national protest is planned in New York at
a United Nations special session on nuclear disarma-
ment. Another occupation of the Seabrook nuclear
plant will take place June 24.

There is no known safe disposal method for the cur-
rent 3000 tons of nuclear waste now stored in “tempor-
ary facilities!” Major leaks have occurred in Washing-
ton, Colorado, Kentucky, and Tennessee, contaminat-
ing land and water supplies. In the Bay Area, there are
88 labs, corporations, and military supply dumps with
radioactive materials. Like Vallecitos, most of these are
on or near earthquake faults. 22 miles off San Francisco,
60,000 barrels of nuclear waste have been dumped into
the sea over the last 20 years by Lawrence Labs. 25% of
these have broken open. Last summer, a fish contami-
nated with radioactive cesium was found in a Berkeley
market. Besides accidents and natural disasters, there is
a constant threat from “routine emissions” of radioac-
tive liquids and gases into the atmosphere and environ-
ment from all nuclear plants. To top things off, 40,000
pounds of plutonium and uranium are officially “miss-
ing” from nuclear facilities in the US.

The greatest underlying danger of nuclear develop-
ment is tied to its origins in the bomb—the proliferation
and profiteering of nuclear weapons. The trade in nu-
clear reactors and uranium inevitably spreads the capa-
bility for producing nuclear weapons. South Africa, Is-
rael, Argentina, Brazil, India, Pakistan—all have
achieved nuclear weapons potential by purchasing nu-
clear power plants. These developments are not acci-
dental. In a nuclear world, there are haves and have
nats. The US controls a large part of the world’s uran-
ium reserves, and the technology for enrichment and re-
processing of fuel. While offering lip service to “non-
proliferation;” government administrations have chosen
to export nuclear technology where it serves US busi-
ness and military interests. In South Africa, for ex-
ample, the US supplied the first reactor in 1952 under
the “Atoms for Peace” program. In 1965 the US supplied
enriched uranium which has led to the building and re-
ported testing of nuclear weapons. Lately, Carter’s trip
to Iran concluded sales of several nuclear reactors to the
Shah's repressive regime

“Nuclear energy is the carrot and
nuclear weapons the stick.”

In the last analysis, the policies ruling nuclear energy
and nuclear weapons are the same. Nuclear energy is the
carrot, and nuclear weapons the stick. Decisions re-
garding both energy and weapons are made to serve the
interests of the class of rich owners of banks, corpora-
tions, utilities, and the government they dominate.
Their interests, whether in developing domestic energy
sources, exporting nuclear technology, or deploying
weaponry, is based on maintaining power over the
world’s energy sources and maximizing their profits.

This calendar is a project of Inkworks Press, a printing and publishing col-
lective. The production and editorial work group is composed of some people
from Inkworks and others active in East Bay community and political work.
The calendar began in March, 1976. Our goal is to publicize the political and
cultural struggles for radical social change in our area.

We need your help!

¢ First, we want your reactions to and suggestions about the calendar. We can
also use help with production and distribution. If you can distribute the cal-
endar at your workplace or in your neighborhood, drop by early in the month.
s Secondly, please send us info about events you would like to see listed, by
the 21st of each month! Be sure to include the name of the event, sponsor,
program, date, time, place, price, childcare arrangements and accessibility to
wheelchairs. We urge you to submit listings by mail since we are busy operat-
ing a printshop weekdays. Our address is Community Calendar, care of Ink-
works, 4220 Telegraph Ave., Oakland, CA 94609. If you need to contact us by

phone for other information, call 652-7111.
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Oakland, CA 94609
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“Nuclear policy is an attack on
the working conditions and living
conditions of all working people.”

Opposition to the nuclear industry cannot rely on the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission or other government
agencies to be pressured into making energy decisions in
people’s interests. In fact, nuclear policy is an attack on
the working conditions and living conditions of all
working people. Organized resistance, like the rank-
and-file, miners’ struggle against the coal industry, for
safety and a decent standard of living, should serve as
an example to us, and a warning to the nuclear industry.
Labor, community, and environment groups will have
to develop unity, organization, and mass mobilizations
to finally put power in the hands of working people.

For information on how to get involved in the anti-
nuclear movement, contact one of these organizations:
*East Bay Anti-Nuclear Group (EBANG), 7831 Clare-

mont Ave, Berkeley, 94705, 465-0743 (message
phone). EBANG meets every 1st & 3rd Wednesday of
hhe month, at Friends Meeting House, corner of Wal-
nut and Vine Streets in Berkeley, 7:30 pm.

*People Against Nuclear Power (PANP), San

Francisco, 626-1464.

*UC Nuclear Weapons Labs Conversion Project, 608
Eshleman Hall, UC Berkeley 94720, 642-4136, or 1360
Howard, SF 94103, 626-6976

eAlliance for Survival, 626-1465 (information on the
April 29 and 30 Rocky Flats, Colorado anti-nuclear
action)

*Mobilization for Survival, 1213 Race, Philadelphia,
PA 19107
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