THIS MONTH

On May first, International Workers Day, work-

ing people all over the world march and rally to
celebrate the long struggle for the right to or-
ganize and decent working conditions. See the
back page for more on the history of struggle in
the US. In addition to the listings in the first
week of May, there are some MayDay events on
April 30.The Equal Rights Congress is sponsor-
ing a Solidarity Day at Dolores Park in SF. 1-5
pm (285-0660 for info). The Black Panther
Party is presenting a program of music and
speakers at the Oakland Community Learning
Center, 6118 E 14th Street, Oak. noon to 6 pm.
Cinco de Mayo (Mexican Independence Da

an important people's holiday in the United
States. May 5, 1862, was the date of the battle of
Puebla in which the Mexican people, poorly
armed but determined. won independen

the French Army. Today Cinco de Mayo is a
celebration of the history and culture of Latino
people, especially the struggles of Chicano
Mexicano people in the United States.

See listings for a march and rally in Berkeley
and all-day programs at Laney.

African Liberation Day, May 21. is a day of soli-
darity with the peoples of Afi s day has
been observed by thousands of people in the US
since 1972. Throughout this month (especially
around the 2Ist), there are films and talks
about Africa. See the May 20 listing for an
event sponsored by the National Coalition to
Support African Liberation.

May 18 there will be a memorial concert at the
Berkeley Community Theater honoring the life
of activist and prolific singer/songwriter Mal-
vina Reynolds. Join in this celebration of her
life and music.

MON Cuban Film Festival, One
Way or Another & Okan-

tomi, S pm; Cantata de Chile, 7 pm; The Teach-
at the Stage Door Theater, 420

pm show $2. evening shows $3

Gray Panther General Meeting,
sity. Berk. 3-S5 pm. 2
Celebration of International Workers Day,
song festival with Lenny Anderson. Jaimey
Steele, Bay Area Progressive Musicians, Faith
Petric and many others, at La Peffa, 3105 Shat-
tuck. Berk. 8 pm, free. Pefia raffle drawing and
auction. also. 2}

Mayday program from noon to 11 pm on KPFA
radio, 94fm.
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Oakland Feminist Women’s Health Center, at
2930 McClure, Oak. will hold a Self-Help

group, health education program. continues for

three more Thursdays, from 7 to 9 pm. dona-

tion, can bring children, for more info 444-
6.

Women in the Middle Years, sponsored by the
Berkeley Women's Health Collective, a discus-
sion of menop.\use estrogen therapy, hysterec-
. and the :_Nects of the youth-

30

pm, donation. for more info 843-1437.
How to Write Your Own Will, Pro PLr
Collume workshop. 1606 Bonita, Berk,
0 pm. no fees, donations
(] 849- 4512.

1886: Haymarket bombing in Chicago in
which eight labor leaders are framed.
Cinco de Mayo at Laney,

FRI 5 sponsored by the Peralta

Community College District, Oakland Public
Schools & Concilio de Organizaciones Latino-
americanas de Oakland. afternoon program in
Oakland Auditorium Theater; 12 noon; Pete &
Sheila Escovedo, BAcchanal, Gibby Ross 1-
let Folklorico Latinoamericano. & more; night
program at Laney College Theater; Lucha y
Paz, Pete & Sheila Escovedo. Gibby Ross, Nat-
ural 5 & many more; also a program at the
Oakland Auditorium sponsored by the Con-
cilio, featuring mariachis, Grupo folklorico,. &
M n singers, Laney College. 900 Fallon,

for more info 835-5250. or 834-5740 x397.

Cinco de Mayo March and Fiesta, speakers,
music and food at Provo Park (Grove and All-
ston), Berk, march starts in Kenney Park (8th
and Delaware. Berk), at 11 am.

Size Bansi is Dead, play about South Africa,
La Peffa, 3105 Shattuck. Berk, 9 pm, $2.50 2
The Mass Socialist Left: a Look at the Northern
Caifornia Alliance, Jim Schoch. former NCA
member . will speak on splits around 5
leadership. Marxism-Leninism, strategy. etc,
sponsored by the East Bay Socialist Schonl
6025 Shattuck. Oak. 8 pm, $1 donation, chi
care provided. 2
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WED 10 The Politics of Reproduc-
tive Rights, a discussion
of what reproductive rights are and how they
are related to the general political climate; the
Committee to Defend Reproductive Right .md
plans to mobilize to fight the November a
abortion initiative, at the Berkeley Women's
Center. 2112 Channing, Berk. 7:30 pm. dona-
tion, for more info 548-4343.
I Was, I Am, I Will Be, benefit for AISC and
OPHRICH, film documentary about political
prisoners in Chile, speakers also, La PeRa, 3105
Shattuck. Berk, 7:30 & 9:30 pm, $2 dona

A Weapon in the Hands of the People, political

poster show by the SF Poster Brigade, free, 8 4

pm, at the People’s Cultural Center, 721 Valer
cia, SF.

Discussion with Donald Woods, exiled Sodtk
African editor, about conditions in So

rica and what US policy should be, 7
KQED TV channel 9, 10 pm on channelf

Viva la Causa, Marina Garcia singing
struggles of farmworkers, 8:30 pn

TV channel 32.
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n King, ning flamenco and classi-
yanish gu efia concert, 3105 Shat-
Berkeley, (8:30 pm, $2. 3

TUE 16 Immigration Laws and
Policies, ProPer Collec-

tive workshop. at South Berkeley Library, 1901

Russell, Berk. 3:30 pm, no fees, donations ap-

preciated. for info 849-4512.
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. 10 am to S pm, fo

y foremost composer & in-
w Song Movement in Mexico,
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) slides. instruments and parti
ffioon children’s program at
haﬁuck Berk, for more info

Ki‘ﬁtory Conference, by Radical Hisfg
discussion on third world, women §
regional history, starts at 9:30—all @
155 Dwinelle Hall, UC Berk, childcare provj
ed. 3

1862: US Congress passes the Homestead Ac
granting 140 acres of Western Indian
land to settlers at $1.25 an acre.

1920: Bloody repression of the workers in
Punta Arenas, Chile.

1933: 9000 rubber workers strike in Akron,

Ohio.
GUN 21  Behind the Front Lines:
Africa and the Mid-East,
2 representatives of the Marxist-Leninist Or-
ganizing Committee just returned from abroad
will report on talks with representatives of rev-
olutionary organizations in Africa, Europe and
the Mid-East. also a film, Revolution in Erit-
rea, at Washington Elementary School, McKin-
ley & Bancroft, Berk, 1:30 pm, $2 donation,
childcare provided.
Maidenhair Truth and Comedy Theater, skits
about the sexism and antagonism that pervade
this society, La Pefia, 3105 Shattuck, Berk, 3
pm. $2. 3}
Benefit for Wendy Yoshimura, sponsored by
the Women Writers Union, music by Bamboo;
poetry by Sukey Durham, Genny Lim, Nellie
Wong; Wendy Yoshimura will speak, 8:30 pm,

\ $2.50 donation, childcare: 834-9776. 2

| Attica, film benefit for the Dessie Woods Sup-
iport Coalition.This film is a dramatic investiga-
jon of the 1 prisoner rebellion & ensuing
ittack by the state at Attica State Prison in New
fork, at the Roxie Theater, 3117 16th Street,
Valencia), 1 pm, for more info 863-108

men Against Violence in Pornography & the %

g Slideshow presentation, $1.50 donation,
Pacific Center, 2329 San Pablo, Berk,
e upon request., 3

TUE 2 3 O Povo Organizado, part
of the OCLC film series
sponsored by the East Oakland Information
Project and the Experimental College of Laney
College. showing at the Oakland Community
Learning Center, 6118 E 14th Street, Oak, for
inio _5261.
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by Commumtv Concerns Task Force & Berke-
ley Area Interfaith Council. “What's Religion
it Berkeley.” at the Ephesian Church of

rist, 1709 Alcatraz, Berk. 6:30 pm.

and Brothers, two films on the

gle. at the Roxie Theater. 3117 16th

Valeneia), SF, 4:45 & 8:20 pm. $2.50,

info 863-1087.
@ U 2 Malcolm X and Brothers,
see May 24, Malcolm:

8:20 pm; Brothers: 6:30 & 10 pm.

Emitai, African film by Ousmane Sembene,
about the oppression & resistance of a Diola
tribe in Senegal during WWII, speakers from
the Southern Africa Solidarity Committee,

7sponsored by Insight Exchange, People’s Trans-

Hion qce & UC Berkelev Women s Center,
at the B ciences Bldg.
room 2000, 7 & 9: 30 pm, $2.
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WED 31 Inside North Vietnam, a

film of the Vietnamese
people during the days of the US bombings.
room D-200, 7-10 pm, Laney College. 900 Fal-
lon, Oak, free.

Benefit for National Land for the People, mu-
sic, film, and speakers, La tierra pertenece al
que trabaja. support small farmers against gi-
ant agribusiness, La Pefia. 3105 Shattuck,
Berk. 8 pm. $2.50 donation. )

"Educational Forum on Zimbabwe, presented
by ZANU, at the People’s Cultural Center, 721
Valencia, SF. at 7:30 pm, free.

.Iéndbelly. film about the legendary blues com-

poser-singer. Black Cinema, at the Laney
ege Theater, 900 Fallon, Oak, 7 pm. free,
more info 835-5250.

The trial of Sacco and Vanzetti on
trumped-up charges of robbery and
murder. This was exposed as a politically
motivated government attack against
both the labor movement and the
democratic rights of “aliens.” Sacco and
Vanzetti were both Italian immigrants
active
active in the workers' movement. The case
dragged on for seven years while an
international movement unfolded to
demand their release. However, reaction-
ary forces finally succeeded in executing
Sacco and Vanzetti.

The value of the Community Calendar as a tool
in supporting struggles for social chang -
pends on your organization's participation. The
S000 Calendars distributed throughout the
East Bay at over 100 community locations can
help publicize your group's activities. Listings
in the Calendar are free. We are especially in-
terested in listing political and cultural events
which advance the struggles of all working
people for democratic and human rights, for
independent political power, and against the
racism and sexism which keeps people divided.
We list events which will be of interest to either
a wide range of people or a specific community.
We will list events outside the East Bay locale if
they are directed to a Bay Area audience and
aren’t otherwise available to East Bay people.
We are open to suggestions about the criteria
for accepting listings. If you are in doubt,
please send us your information anyway. Be
sure to submit all listings by mail before the

_ deadline: the 21st of each month.
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| BELONG TO A CLASS WHO WAVE BEEN
ROBBED, EXPLOITED,AND PLUNDERED DOWN
THROUGH MANY LONG CENTURIES, AND BECAUSE
| BELONG To THAT CLASS | HAVE AN
INSTINCT TO GQ_AND BREAK THE CHAINS!

MARY'MOTHER" JONES.

srer- Briade

MAYDAY 1886

MayDay is International Workers Day. This holiday is
celebrated around the world marking the past victories of
the working class and the struggles yet to come. Yet in this
country, where MayDay originated in the mass actions of
workers for the eight-hour day, the significance of this
date has been suppressed. We have been robbed of our
militant history. Instead, Congress created an apolitical
holiday —Labor Day—as a token acknowledgment of
working people. Contributing to the coverup, Nixon des-
ignated May 1 as “Law Day” in honor of our system of
“justice!” What stake do US working people have in com-
memorating MayDay?

The Fight for the Eight-Hour Day

On May 1, 1886, the eight-hour day movement reached
a peak, as 350,000 workers across the country held
strikes and demonstrations for eight hours work with no
loss in pay. In the days of the robber barons, when the
fortunes of the Rockefellers, Carnegies, Morgans and
Duponts were being built, working people faced up to 18-
hour workdays, survival wages, and deadly working
conditions. Immigrants and children were used as cheap
labor to keep wages down. There were no legal rights to
organize or strike.

In response to these intolerable conditions, a General
Strike was called by many rank-and-file workers’ organ-
izations. The movement grew rapidly. In March and
April, preparations were begun. Mass rallies were held in
major cities, and armed self-defense brigades were organ-
ized in many locales.

When May 1 arrived, tensions were high. In Chicago,
the heart of the eight-hour movement, picketers stopped
scabs at the McCormack plant and were fired on by po-
lice, killing four workers. To protest this brutality, an
evening rally was called in Haymarket Square. Just as the
peaceful rally was ending, 180 police marched in the
break up the crowd. Suddenly, a dynamite bomb ex-
ploded, killing one police officer. The police fired into the
crowd, also killing one.

The “Haymarket Riot” was used by the press to create
anti-worker sentiment across the nation. The bombing
was blamed on anarchists, and many workers were sub-
jected to raids and arrests. Ultimately, four workers were
hanged on little or no evidence. Having met with fierce
repression from the national guard in the wake of media-
inspired hysteria, the eight-hour movement was tempor-
arily broken.

But some 40,000 workees had won the eight-hour day,
and 150,000 more gained shorter hours. Three years later,
in 1889, at an international socialist conference in Eu-
rope, May 1 was declared a holiday in honor of US
workers’ contributions to the struggle of the international
working class. MayDay 1886 was the spark that helped
spread the movement for decent working conditions and
the basic right of all workers to organize. Interracial soli-
darity reached a peak in the eight-hour movement, with
Black and white laborers marching in large MayDay pa-
rades in many cities.

Rebellion & Repression

The 1890s saw many bitter battles waged as an economic
bust hit the monopolies. In the Homestead Strike near
Pittsburgh, steelworkers fought the Carnegie steel trust
(now US Steel) and its private army of Pinkerton strike-
breakers and seized the mills. In 1894 the famous Pullman
Strike in the company town of Pullman, near Chicago,

INTERNATIONAL WO

was led by socialist Eugene V. Debs. It spread to a nation-
wide railway strike and 10,000 troops and militia in 20
states were called out to crush the strike. In 1903, miners
in Cripple Creek, Colorado struck for $3 pay and an
eight-hour day. The territory was occupied by the militia,
martial law declared, and legal rights “suspended.” The

Ludlow Massacre of miners, and their families, ten years |

later in Rockefeller's mines reflected the open violence
and repression directed against the working class.

Workers continued to make gains, however. Women
added their strength to the movement for decent working
conditions. Women workers were first organized on a
mass scale in the garment industry. Women in the sweat-
shops of New York City in particular, many of whom
were immigrants, joined together against child labor, for
safe working conditions, the eight-hour day, and wom-
en’s suffrage.

Workers Get Organized

In the ‘30s, in the midst of the hard times imposed on the
whole working class by the Wall Street Crash, great
strides were made. The CIO (Congress of Industrial Or-
ganizations) brought unions to basic industries for the
first time. Sparked by communist organizers and with
tactics such as the sit~-down strike, workers in auto, rub-
ber, textiles, oil, meatpacking—all helped to bring the
right to organize into law with the NLRA (National La-
bor Relations Act). MayDay was an important focus for
organizing during this active era.

With the organized labor movement at its peak in
membership and strength after WWII, measures were
again taken to weaken workers’ growing power. The 1947
Taft-Hartley Act strengthened the Federal government'’s
authority to break strikes, issue injunctions and under-
mine unions with the “open (scab) shop.” A campaign of
red-baiting took much of the fight out of the unions. It
was not till the ‘60s that activism again pushed forward
the rank-and-file struggles of workers, spurred on by the
mass movements of minorities and women.
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ol from OUR RISTORY 15NO N/YS /
SF Mural

MAYDAY 1978

I'roday we commemorate the sweat and blood given to
win the eight-hour day and the right to organize. But we
must also take up the struggle to improve working condi-
tions and defend the right to organize. Workers face a
wide-scale union-busting campaign by government and
the corporations. We also face day-to-day conditions of
speed-up, forced overtime, increasing safety and health
hazards, wage cuts and layoffs. 81% of the US workforce
is unorganized, and real wages are at the lowest level in
ten years. Government reports show economic ‘“im-
provement” as productivity increased in 1977 by 4% per
worker, yet workers’ purchasing power went up .5%.
Serious injury on the job strikes one of every ten work-
ers each year. In the construction industry, the largest
single trade, the chances are one in five. Only mining is
more dangerous. In the auto industry, 65 workers die on
the job every day—half from heart attacks. About 2,500
agricultural workers are killed in work accidents. US
workers suffer over 14,000 deaths from industrial acci-
dents, 2,100,000 disabilities, and 1,000,000 cases of new
industrial disease each year, not counting untold long-
term effects of stress, toxic substances, and pollution.

Recent legal rulings have cut into workers’ hard-won
protections. An OSHA regulation that gave workers the
right to refuse a job that might cause serious injury or
death has been ruled invalid. The Supreme Court has
ruled that denial of disability benefits to women workers
who are pregnant is not discriminatory. This is a severe
blow to 45 % of the workforce—women—80% of whom
will become pregnant at some time, and who often sup-
port families both on the job and at home.

A new proposed federal criminal code, if passed, will
be the most repressive measure against workers since
Taft-Hartley. Senate Bill 1437 passed the Senate and is
now up for vote in the House as HR 6869. It would make
workers who strike liable to charges of “extortion” for
placing an employer “in fear” that his “property will be
damaged,” or charges of “blackmail” for subjecting “any
person to economic loss or injury to his business” or to
“hatred, contempt, or ridicule!’ In short, almost anyone
who goes on strike might end up in jail under this “new”
Nixon-inspired law. Carter’s Labor Law Reform Act,
which passed the House and is up for vote in the Senate,
also puts more restrictions on the right to strike. It pro-
hibits all “wildcat” strikes, and prohibits picketing by
friends, family, and other persons in solidarity with strik-
ing workers.

This calendar is a project of Inkworks Press, a printing and publishing col-
lective. The production and editorial work group is composed of some people
from Inkworks and others active in East Bay community and political work.
The calendar began in March, 1976. Our goal is to publicize the political and
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¢/o Inkworks

4220 Telegraph Ave.
Oakland, CA 94609

cultural struggles for radical social change in our area.

We need your help!

¢ First, we want your reactions to and suggestions about the calendar. We can
also use help with production and distribution. If you can distribute the cal-
endar at your workplace or in your neighborhood, drop by early in the month.
e Secondly, please send us info about events you would like to see listed, by
the 21st of each month! Be sure to include the name of the event, sponsor,
program, date, time, place, price, childcare arrangements and accessibility to
wheeichairs. We urge you to submit listings by mail since we are busy operat-
ing a printshop weekdays. Our address is Community Calendar, care of Ink-
works, 4220 Telegraph Ave., Oakland, CA 94609. If you need to contact us by

phone for other information, call 652-7111.
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4220 Telegraph Ave.
Oakland, CA 94609

the Calendar work.
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The life of the Calendar project depends on active support of the
East Bay Community! Support us with your subscriptions.

Inkworks: Community Calendar

[J Enclosed is my $5 subscription ($10 groups) for one year.

[J Enclosed is an additional contribution of $
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Union-Busting Campaign

A major union-busting campaign has been launched by
top brass, with a national “right to work” committee,
consulting firms, management seminars, and lobbying.
They have targeted five midwestern states to push for
“open shop” legislation and help break key strikes. Tar-
gets of such union-busting tactics include the Coors strike
in Colorado, the lowa Beef packinghouse strike, and the
Essex UAW strike in Indiana. Workers at these plants
have been courageous in their efforts to hold the line
against “take away” contract offers, court injunctions,
and police violence against pickets, and scab labor im-
ported to maintain production and then vote in “de-cer-
tification elections” ousting the union. Even the United
Mine Workers, however, with the longest strike in history
and militant rank-and-file solidarity, was unable to hold
on to important health and safety benefits.

Dorkeiey P

The Workers Movement Today

In 1978 workers will have to learn from the history of
the workers’ movement in order to defeat this latest as-
sault on working conditions and organizing rights. Work-
ers are meeting this challenge, and gains are being made.
Organizing and unionization is increasing among women
and minority workers especially, in areas that have been
previously non-union—light industry, agriculture, office
and service work, and in the South and West.

The JP Stevens organizing drive, against an “open
shop” company notorious for racism and hazardous
working conditions, is gaining in strength after 14 years
of struggle. Here in Oakland, militant Blue Cross work-
ers, mostly women and minorities, were finally successful
in gaining the basic right to be represented by a union.
And Local #5 of the Oil, Chemical, and Atomic Workers
union was able to expose and stop the use of toxic DBCP
chemicals in workplaces around the country. In basic in-
dustries, rank-and-file organizations are fighting around
such issues as speedup and the 30-hour week among
autoworkers, health and safety and union democracy in
the teamsters, and the right to strike among steelworkers
and miners.

As we can see, the eight-hour day and right to strike
have been won, but the movement to protect and extend
those rights is continuing today. MayDay is a time to re-
flect and renew our commitment to the makers of his-
tory—the working class.
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