
THIS MONTH 
The Iranian People's struggle for independence 
and democracy is the focus of the February 
Community Calendar's feature article. With the 
Shah on "extended vacation" in Egypt (ex­
pected to settle in the US eventually), the situ­
ation in Iran intensifies. Many Iranian students 
in the Bay Area are active in the organizing el~ 
forts against the Shah and US intervention. Sec 
the back of the Calendar for more information 
on the Iranian people's monumental victory 
and implications for Iran's future. On Feb 16 
there will be a Conference on Iran for the 
American people sponsored by the US Peoples 
Committee on ran (see listing). 

be Boycott Against JP Stevens Co products 
(sheets, towels, and other textiles1 under various 
labels) is expanding this month to stop sales of 
cab products in both Liberty House and Mer­
yns department stores in the Bay Area. The 

nationwide boycott. sponsored by Amalga-
1ated Clothing and Textile Workers and the 
FL-CIO, is aimed at forcing the company to 
cognize the workers' IS-year-long struggle for 

nionization. 44,000 workers at 85 JP Stevens 
!ants, mostly in the South, are facing severe 
•orking conditions. health hazards such as 

Brown Lung disease, and anti~union harrass­
ment and violence. The National Labor Rela­
tions Board has convicted the company of more 
labor-law violations than any other US compa-

y. The Citizens Committee for Justice needs all 
working people to participate in the boycott, in 
store actions at various department stores, in 
the phone-calling campaign to urge store man­
' gers to cancel J P Stevens orders, and a credit 
ard turn-in. Call 835-0131 for more informa-

tion. and see the listing Feb JO for a JP Stevens 
oycott Rally. 

ebruary is Black History Month, with several 
vents scheduled concerning the struggles of 
lack American and African peoples. For spe­
ific programs, see the listings of Feb I, 2, 6, . • 
, 11, 13. 14, 15. 17, 24, 27. Also, watch for pc 
ial events and programing on the medi ~ur­
ng this time. • 

THU 1 "Where We're Co In 
From,° a statement by two 

black artists about the arts and their struggle ti' 
maintain dignity, 8:30 pm, $3, La Pena, 3105 
Shattuck, Berk. h 
"An Earful of Smiles/' the Nairobi Institute En­
semble will be live in the stud'os of KPFA 
drumming and talking abou thei pcoming 
event, KPFA FM 94, -S pm. 

1902: Langston H ack wriin· a, poet, 
born. 

1960: Three Blac • 
''whites only 
boro, NC, d 
sparking as 
to 15 orherc 

FRI2! 
and dances of W 
exciting performan 
culture. 9 pm, S2. , 

k. h 
eflt Reading fo 

nelit Reading fo en 
the Noe Valley Ministry, 7 

nation, call in advance for ch 
52, 1021 Sanchez, SF. 

"Hedzoleh Sounds:' music from Afr c 
from Ghana plays hard-driven Afric 
with contemporary flair, 8:30-9 p 

annel 32. 

"From Past to Present;' 
benefit dance for the Union of 

ic Filipinos (KDP), S2 donation, 9 pm 
t the Jazz Loft, 150 Main St, SF. 

iablo, bringing us more of their ho1 
hms, the best salsa band in the entire 
0 pm, $3, La Pena, 3105 Shattuck. 

Disco ance Benefit For Dessie Woods. Dessie 
Woo is a black woman serving a 22 year pris­
o erm for defending herself and a friend 
gains! a rape attack, 9 pm, $2.50 includes 

doorprize ticket, 330 Grove St, SF, childcare 
available. h 
1930: Vietnam Workers" Party.founded. 

1931 • First of many groups ofChicanosforc· 
ibly deported from the US to Mexico, a 
common policy during the depression 
and continuing against the Mexican peo­
ple today. 

62: US blockade against Cuba begins. 

969: Portuguese secret police assassinate 
Eduardo Mondlane, President ofFre­
limo, political party afthe Mozambique 
national liberation struggle. 

UN 4 Benefit for Bay Area Social­
ist School and Calif. Health 

ction Coalition. a new documentary, S011g of 
he Canary. showing health hazards among 
hemical and textile workers in the south, 8 

pm, $2 donation, La Pena, 3105 Shattuck, 
Berk. h 
"Do Your Own Income Taxi' Don't be freaked 
out by income tax forms! Come to a one-day 

orkshop and learn how to do your own taxes, 
bring financial records and calculators if you 

ave them, bring food to share, sponsored by 
he Breakaway Collective school for women, 
all Judy Lesner at 652-0432 for more info. 

899: First shot.fired in the Philippine-Amer· 
ican War, in which Filipinos fought ten 
years against incredible odds to prevent 
US colonization. 

1961: Anned struggle began in Angola against 
Portuguese/US imperialism, with the 

MPLA launching an armed attack on the 
central prison in Luanda, Angola. 

MON 5 Flamenco Concert, Anzo­
nini del Puerto, Andaluz 

gypsy flamenco dancer /singer direct from 
Spain, accompanied superbly by a fiesta-style 
guitarist, 8 pm, S3, La Pena, 3105 Shattuck, 
Berk. h 
1967: Violetta Parra, great folklorist, died in 

Chile. 

TUE 6 Demonstrate Against the 
Board of Supervisors, spon­

sored by the Alameda County Labor-Commun­
ity Coalition, community mobilization against 
the Board of Supervisors' attempts to cut com­
munity service and jobs, at the County Admin­
istration Bldg, call 763-4411 for more info. 
Support the Ethnic Affairs Guild of the Oak­
land Museum Association by attending a meet­
ing to develop upcoming Asian programs for 
the year, at the Oakland Public Library, West 
Auditorium, 6-8:3 m, 150 14th treet, Oak­
land. 

"Fl 
i 

r 
i 

ena, 3105 Shattu 

merica's first city-wide Ge,zcral Strike, 
parked by dockworkers in Seattle r~fi,s· 

in to load anns destined to be used 
n Revolution. 

r Black Community 
and Brack Students 

at La prominent s eakers 
from t presentation on do-
m~tic an rican struggle~ 7:30 pm, fnee, La 
Pena, 3 h 
"Black nsore by a ly 
Black St gram on the crisis 
in the Black c eakersr{:ecilia Ar-
rington. head o dies Dcp. rtment, 
Merntt College an aw Sludcn music 
by BlackBcrr , and more. 

1965 US begins bombi11g of North Vietnan. 
/97 : Women given the right to vote in Switz· 

er/and. 
1974: Philippine cityofJalo bombed by forces 

of Marcos dictatorship with US planes, 
in attempt to wipe out national liberation 

guerrillas. 

THU 8 "Blues, Streets, Streams 
and Rivers:' poetry reading 

b Darryl Gauff and Luisa Teish, two lack 
poets "it outhern s yle, 8 m, $ .5V. a 
Pena, 3105 Sharfiic , Berk. :; 
"The Silent One:' this program examines a few• 
of the "Inner City'' lifestyles and stress situa 
tions which contribute to the cause of higr 
blood pressure, KQED TV Channel 32, 8:3 

1950: have "57 
• in the US 

State Department, settin e stage for 
widespread witchhunts and anti-com­
munism in this country. 

1968: Police killed four Black students and 
wounded 50 others after a de-segregation 
protest rally in Ora11geburg, SC. 

S A 1T 10 J P Stevens Boycott Rally, 
ft support the J P Stevens 

Boycott by attending this rally at noon, 
sponsored by the J P Stevens Boycott Commit­
tee, UAW Local 76, UAW Local 1364, Ala­
meda Central Labor Council, Teamsters Local 
70, at Mervyn's Dcpanment Store, Hesperian 
Blvd, San Lorenzo, contact Louis at 653-0807 
for more info. 
Coalition for the Medical Rights of Women, 
orientation session and introduction to the Coa­
lition's work and issues, 10 am to noon, free. at 
4079A 24th St, SF, contact Laura at 285-0770 
for more info. 
Coalition for the Medical Rights of Women. 
"Teaching istory Radically," an all-day con­
ference of the Radical History Network, includ­
ing problems and techniques for levels from ju­
nior high to graduate school, begins 9:30 am at 
155 Dwinelle Hall UC Berkeley, call 654-8493 
for childcare. h 
"Super Combo;' still one of San Francisco's 
most exciting Salsa bands, featuring Benny Va­
larde and Cali Alman, 9:30 pm, $3, La Pena, 
3105 Shattuck, Berk. h 
"An Evening of Prose, Poehy and Music," sec 
Feb 9 listing. 

1898: Bertoli Brecht bom. 

SUN 11 "Men Together,"sponsored 
by the East Bay Men's Cen­

ter, this program is a special day to introduce 
the Men's Center winter workshop series, in­
cluding a film showing of Men's Lives small 
group discussions, t 
the Unitas House, 
Way, Berk, S2 do 
men, childcare a 
2488 for more in 

Opening of Co 
featuring the 
free, South Ber 
Fairview at E 
"Blind Awa 
and sponso 
school for 
the bli 
sive 
th· 

ibit/' a lecture an 
antique collections of black art, 1-4 pm, free, 
YWCA, 2600 Bancroft, Berk. h 

"Lesbian Mothers;' a 
ten-week course spon­

sored by the Brea away school collective for 
wor,n n will be m tj_ng weekly to continue and 
develop-some of-t ~issues, priorities, and con­
cerns of sb' t ers, 8-10 pm, call 653-
8663 or 527-63 for locatim and fees. 

Ruthie Gorton and cnny Anderson, singing 
folk and labor sonr-, and pc orming original 
material published 1n O11tlo11cl!. A Collection 6{ 
Ne,. ongs by Womrn. 8:J0pm, $1.50. Pena, 
J 0 Shattuck, Berk. h 

II 

manou 
r onsored 

bx, munity 
Cli'u ::> 

1817. er 

1947: 

1969: 

"Womeaand t 
the Breakaways oo c c~_.,,...,,,, .. ., ... _..._. 
be dealing with wo en , I 
justice system with 1 c ph 
fees on a sliding seal . c II J 
6511 for more mo. 

"Any Woman's 
perform::mces fo 
Bruno County J 
about women's p 
TV, channel 32. 

"The Story of Ma 
ture on this famo 
out as a field han 
came a prom inen 
from the N ationa 
and sponsored b 
Icy Communit 
Berk. 7-

"Africa 
discussion..,nl'I, "1.:~,-,;:;,!11;.;, __J 

of the best informed people on issu 
ing Africa, discussing in depth and a 
questions about the most recent develop 
in Afric~. 8:30 pm, SI, La Peiia. 3105 Shattu 
Berk. h 
"Toolln' Around/' taught by Pat Mullan , 
Janet Smith and sponsored by the Break 
collective school for women, this class 
women who want to become comfortab 
the use of basic hand and power tools, ' son a 
sliding scale, call 849-4087 or 65 • 54 for 
more info. 

"Always for Pleasun,," a film by Les Blank L 
Smell-A-Round, Les cooks during lhe film to 
correlate with this Mardi Gras film. He feeds 
the au<'1ence afterwards! Sponsored by Com­
monArts Cultural Festival. South Berkeley 
Community Chu , 1802 Fairview at Ellis, 
Berk. $ tJ 

1898: American warship USS Main mysteri­
ous(v blows up in Havana Harbor; US 
uses incident as excuse to declare war on 
Spain and lay claim to the Spanish 
empire. 

1820: Susan B. A11t/1011)\ /e(lc/erofstrugglefor 
women's ri'ghts, born. 

"Conference on Iran, with 
speakers Dr Richard Salk of 

, recent!, cturned from 
f Cler & Laity Con-

ce by the US 
P Berkelev 
C , 

geism, slid 
2,8749 or 285-

c Body," a wor 
llective school fo 

bodywork, massage anciJ problem­
to 12:30 pm call 845-5048 or 931-

ore info. 
nd;' a touching human drama by 
ga Kani, and Winston Ni-
pl of imprisoned bla,·ks in 
ic $3, La Peifo, 3105 Shat-

k. 

red by the 
ican speak­

al ent ley Carmi­
Yosef Ben-Jochannan, 1:30 pm, free, 

y Little Community Theater, Allston 
rk. h 

"Disco Benefit for Zhnbabwe Medical Drive/' 
d the South African Congress of Trade 
ions, with guest speaker Belvie Rooks on 

ambiquc and a slide show on health care, 
poe and dancing, 9 pm, sponsored by SEIU 
250, 0 Golden Gate Ave, SF. 

1906: Idaho State lawmen, without warrants, 
cross irlto Colorado to arrest Wobb/ie 
(lndustrial Workers of the World) leader 

"Big Bill" Haywood a;,d others: framed 
for murder, worldwide protests force the 
go1,ernment to release them. 

SUN 18Teatro Coco Santo, an au­
thentic performance of Af­

ro-Cuban culture through songs and dances in 
honor of Orisha, the Gods and Goddesses of 
Yorubaland, 9 pm, $3, La Pena, 3105 Shattuck, 
Berk. h 
It's Just a Stage, see Feb 16 listing. 

Benefit for Susanville conservation, 6th Annual 
Special starring Taj Mahal, Michael Bloom­
field, Luther Tucker Lee Sensation. Charlie 
Musselwhite and other special guests at the Old 
Waldorf, 444 Battery St, SF, $7,50 available at 
BASS outlets or box offices. 

19 "Tanforan Day of Re­
membrance:' memorial 

'rceration of Japanese Ameri­
ran Com­

tcr, San 
ndo 

"Oppression? a f ur- c u e l 
Sandy Wallenstein and sponsor by the Break­
away school collective for women. The group 
will look at the ways we contribute to oppres-
sion in society, specifically women of different 
sexual preferences, women with physical dis­
abilities, women of lower economic levels, etc. 
Call 845-8408 for location, fees on sliding scale. 

19 l 9: First Pa11·Africa11 Congress organized 
by WEB Dubois in Paris. 

1942: Based on a/legations of"subversive 
activity," the entire Japanese-American 
community (100,000 persons] ordered 
into "relocation camps.'' 

TUE 20 "The Other Francisco/' 
1975 Cuban film con-

trasts the romanticized conceptions of planta­
tion life with a realistic expose of the actual his­
orical condition of slavery throughout the 

ericas, 8:30 pm, $2, La Pena, 3105 Shat­
tuck, Berk. h 

thers, Ounclves:' workshop exploring 
ection to our fathers, its impact on o 

bout ourselves, work. frien 

Eastern Europe, followed by 
dance party with live music, tapes and refres 
ments, sponsored by the Finnish Hall Maint 
nance Committee, $2.50 in advance, $3.50 a 
the door, 8 pm, at 1819 10th St, Berk, call 339. 
1518 for more info. 

It's Just a Stage, see Feb 16 listing. 

/931: 40.000 workers across che US demon­
strate for jobs or uuemployment benefits. 
Actions sue/, as these finally force the 
US government to pass unemployment 
bt>neflts into law. 

S~T 24 "African History Month/' 
sponsored by the Pan-Afri­

can student collective, Afri~an speakers, cul­
tur~I entertainment. Dr Francis Cress Welsing, 
Somz Sanchez, Opoku Agyeman, Fua Dia 
Congo, Laney Theater, 300 Fallon, Oak. 1:30, 
free. b 

Rootl of Creation, a great reggae band trans• 
planted from Jamaica, 9:30 pm, S3, 3105 Shat­
tuck, Berk. h 
It's Just a Stage, see Feb 16 listing. 
"Age lo not a Cage;' the Berkeley Women' 
Health Collective, middle years workshop fo 
women, 10 am to 4 pm, childcare available, cal 
843-6194 for more info. h 

"After Shock/' see February 23 listing. 

"COINTELPRO Attackl Against the Blac 
Uberatlon Movement;' speakers from the Afri­
can People's Socialist Party (APSP) and a slid 
show expose CO!NTELPRO attacks agains 
the APSP and the Black Liberation Movement, 
7:30 pm, $2.50, Mission United Church, 3261 
23rd St, SF, childcare provided. 

/848: Marx and Engels• Commu11ist Manifesto 
published in Engla11d. 

1974: Farah Pams strikers, mostly Chicanas, 
in El Paso, Texas. win union recognition 
after a two-year strike and boycott, 

SUN 25 Benefit for CommonArta 
cultural presentation and 

slide show on the changing role of blacks on 
stage, with a Black Renaissance Talent Show 
produced with the South Berkeley Cultural Fes 
tival, 4-10 pm, donations requested, La Pe~a. 
3105 Shattuck, Berk. h 
Rank and File Coalition Meeting, at 409 Clay­
ton, SF, 6 pm, call 282-4479 for advance child­
care and more info. 

1745: American colonies pass legislation 
paying rewards for Indian scalps. 

MON 26 "Chulas Fronteras/' 
Chicano documentary; 

film by Les Blank along with The Tree of Life, 
a fantastic ceremony of the ''Voladores" musi 
and narration, 8:30 pm, $2, La Pci\"a, 3105 
Shattuck, Berk. h 
1973: Oglala Sioux lndia11s occupy Wounded 

Knee village to protest US government's 
imperialist treatment of native 
Americans. 

TUE 27 "Black Modem Art," a 
film visually exploring the 

work of some black American artists, along 
with Reoul Tax, 1971 Senegal film documentai,: 
scenes of a Afro-American searching for hi 
roots, 8:30 pm. $2, La Pena, 3105 Shattuck, 
Berk. h 
"Men Loving Men;' a workshop on what is 
class/sexual oppression and how do men per­
petuate it? How can men support, protect, ad 
vise and love one another? Sponsored by the 
East Bay Men's Center, Unitas House, 270 
Bancroft Way, at College Ave, Berk, 7:30 pm 
$2 donation, attendance limited to men. 

WED 28 "Mindanao;' a musica 
drama tells the story o 

the Moro peoples in the Philippins strugglin 
against the multinational corporations to keep 
their land. The music incorporates ethnic in 
struments, produced by Sining Bayan in 

enefit for La Pefia at 8:30 pm, S2, 3105 Shat 
t ck Berk. h 

Ev nlng with Sojourner Truth;' Char-
C ell in this one-woman show gives 
, d namic portrayal of the progression 
ur r Truth from slave to abolitionist, 
-T channel 32, 8:30 pm. 

S • e of 1934;' a historical dOl'umenta 
abqi ne of the most important strikes that se 

age for industrial unionism, the San Fran­
tsco Maritime and General Strike of 1934, 

KQED-TV channel 32. 

pertory Group's "New Arts' E 
am" will present a new play b 
, Worry Beads, directed by E 
1719 Alcatraz, Sundays, Janu 

11, at 8:30 pm, call 652-2120 fo • 
tion. 

School for Women, Winter Se 
is month. A new sliding seal 

man can afford to take a cours . 
re wheelchair accessible. sign la 

retation available, cooperativ 
gistration deadline week of Feb 

or 849-4087 for further info. 

ese Historical Society of America p 
sents • ourneys Made ... Journeys to Come, 
Picto I I History of the Chinese in America 
thro g out February at the Asian Communit 
Lib , 125 14th St, Oak, free, call 451-562 

rther info. 

e Occupational Medical Clinic is ope 
u s ay evenings 6:30-8:30 pm at San Fra 

ci c General Hospital, 1001 Potrero, SF. t 
id ify job-related medical problems. Anyon 
i \\elcome, and once the causes of your medi 
al ondition are identified as job-related, law 

y and professionals are available to advi 
ou on workers compensation and other leg 
ecourses for worker protection. Fees are on 
iding scale, call 821-8494 for an appointmen 

, Contra Costa's onl 

Displaced Homemakers er, a multi-pur­
pose program for women over S "ho have been 
primarily homemakers, are wid wed. d h·orccd 
or separated and need employm t, offers vo­
cational and personal counseling. counsel­
ing, assertiveness training, resume wr1 ng and 
supportive services for the transitio from 
housewife to paid employment, Specia erv­
ices Building, Mills College, sliding scale ee 
from $0-$3, NWA, contact Liz Segedin, 63 
3205. for further info. 

Oakland Feminist Women's Health Center of 
fers a Pregnancy Screening & Counseling Clini 
Abortion Clinic, Self-Help C'linic, and Physica 
Fitness .. Sc,/f-Defense, and Rape Awarencs 
Clinic, at low cost. The 'Self-Help Clinic start 
Jan 4. 7-9 pm, 2930 McC'lure St, Oakland, $I 
for four sessions, call 444-5676 for more infor 
mation. childcare available. 
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NEW FORMAT 
Trie Easl Bay Commun,ty Calendar 1s chang,ng ,ts format th,s 

monif1 to allON tf1e growth of me publica11on toward an increased 
,rculat,on ano a stronger bdse of t,nanc,a1 self-support W,th 

m,s 35,ri mon•h!y ed,t,on ol me Calendar, Ne can see the progress 
m bolt: :ne aopea1ance am:I effect ,n the communrty that has 
oeen made over rrie last three years The changes w,/1 make room 
lor sponsorsh,ps or ads whtle ma,n1a1n,ng the space devoted 
1:, 1ne feature sror,es on s1gn,t,cant commun 1ty issues 

SPONSORS 
Starting 1n Fet>ruary. sponsorships Jr ads will be a·,ailat>le 

on •t>1s page c,ri buth sides ot the Calendar,; feature story Due 
to 1ne l1m,ted amount of this pr.me advertising space we are en• 
:.our aging commun11y organizations .,.,.-:,rkplaces social cir cul 
tural groups and sen11ce pro1ec1s IG mai,,e use ol the opportunity 
10 publicize your -.Hons and s.er.-1ces Your message will rec1,ch 
a mde-rang1ng auo1encf! who ar-. pan,cular1y internsted 1n com. 
munitt affairs. and .Jl•II not be lost 1n the t>ack pages of an OYl!r 
:rowded ne.,.,sprint put>l1cation Community-or.entf>d businesses 
ar-. welcome to advert is--. also Organ1zat1ons and businesses 
wh•Ch d151f1bu1e the Calendar may espec,ally wanl to help spcm­
sor us w1fh an ad A Calendar worker ma, be calling on you this 
month tor your sponsorship Check ou, the Ad Rates·· and 

D1slf1bu11on • 

AD RATES 
• Bas1crate,sSlOpercolumnmch(I ~2111 lpermonth 

10% d1scoun1 on ads cont1numg tor three mon1hs or more 
• D,scount rates a'la1lable to commumly groups. please mQune 
• Ads ShOulCI be submitted 1n ··camera ready"· layout form by 

1M 21st of the pre.oomg month 
• Help or adv1c-. with layoul and design. reductions. enlarge­

ments. copy for ads 1s a¥a1lable lhrough Ink.works 
• To plac~ an ad call lnkworks/Commun,ry Calendar at 652-7111 

Mon-Fri 9am to 5 pm. or mail ad copy and payment to 
Community Calendar, 4220 Telegraph, Oakland CA 94609 

1 column ad: $10/inch 
2 column ad: $20/inch 

2½"x1" $10 
2½"x2½"= $25 
5¼"x3" $60 

Sample Ad: 

2½"x 1" = $10 

Sample Ad: 

2½"x2½" = $25 

The Community Calendar and ,ts read­
ers thank the many groups who have 
responded to the need for sponsoring 
ads. Your generous support 1s appreci­
ated, and we encourage others to 
make use of this space for your 
message! 

c o Ink works 
4220 Telegraph Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 

Continued .•• 

The Land Reform 
Myth 

In reality. the redistribution of land 
in the live-year (1962-1967) period made 
very little difference. Only ten per cent 
of the peasant population benefited. 
Ten million \\ere left without land or 
"ith less than ten acres of poor land in 
an area where 15 acres are needed for 
family subsistence. Large private hold­
ings \\ere reduced by nine per cent; 
state-owned holdings by one per cent. 
and religious holdings were virtually 
unchanged. Religious leaders have not 
objected to land reform, but lo the 
administration of endowed lands do­
nated by individuals and families to 
religious foundations. These founda­
tions have long been administered by 
the government. With the beginning of 
modernization, control passed from bu­
reaucrats to SAVAK (Iran's secret po­
lice), which used endowments to reward 
religious supporters of the Shah. The 

b\UC is as much one of bribery, corrup­
tion. and SAVAK's abuses, as of land 
use. 

While land reform had little impact. 
diversion of re,ourcc, from agriculture 
lo high technology has had drastic ef­
fects. Although more than one-half ot 
Iran',;; JS million live in rural area,, only 
35%ofthc total work force is employed 
in agriculture and only 15%0I the gro" 
national product come, from agricul­
ture. Previou,ly an agricultural region, 
Iran now import, 50% of its loochtuff. 

The US press ha, further misrepre­
sented the oppo,ition a" "rcligiou, ex­
tremists oppo,cd lo the Shah's attempt 
to We..,tcrni1.c" ... motivated hy aver 
sion to "modcrni,ation mca,urc, 
that lloutc<l anl'icnt Islamic cu,tom, 
concen~~ng marriage and the right, of 
,,omen 

This portrayal of Shi'ite, as uniform­
ly backward has ignored more positive 
aspects of the religion. Shia has histori­
cally incorporated progressive tenets. 
such a,; social ju..,ticc. 

The facts are. that for most Iranian\. 
the real issuc5 are-not traditionalism 
vcrsu, moderni,ation. religion a,; op­
posed to seculari,ation-but redressing 
gross economic inequality and ending 
26 years of political repression. 

"Benefits for 
the People?" 

Until recently, the going myth was 
that the Shah had "the love of his 
people" for the prosperity he brought 
them. As Time maga7inc put it. the 
"Shah also has a broad base of popular 
support, particularly in the army and 
among farmers and a newly created in­
dustrial working class, who have ben­
efited from land reforms." (Time. June 
5. 1978) 

The country', fabulou, oil revenues 
have not bcnelited the Iranian people. 
lrP,tead, the largest portion ha, gone to 
arms pun.·ha\C.\ \.\.'hilc human ,crvicc\, 
such as education and health. have ,uf­
fcred. Since 1973. 40% ($18 billion) of 
all US arm, ,ale\ have gone to Iran. 
Military expenditures ,ince that date 
incrca,ecl on the average of 26% per 
year. double the incrc3'e of the GNP. 
·1 he Shah allotted 300/ool the yearly na­
tional budget to the armed fotTe,. In 
proportion to it,;; income, Iran had the 
largest military budget in the world. 

What', more. the Shah\ brand ot in­
du..,trial development and "moderni,a­
tion" meant uneven economic develop 
ment. ·1 he cmner,ion to high technol­
ogy and import\ undermined other eco­
nomic form,, e,pccially agriculture and 
,mall-\cale domc,tic production. Ne\\ 
indu,try ha, not created a ,urticicnt 

Our goal is to publicize the political & cultural struggles 
for radical social change in our area. 
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number ol jobs and ol those that exist. 
many are with foreign corporation\ at­
tracted to I ran by inexpensive labor. 
Wages arc often inadequate to meet the 
30% intlation rate. 

While millions live in indescribable 
misery. one per cent of the population 
holds 80% of the private "ealth. Some 
of this wealth has come from lopsided 
development and tics with foreign cor­
porations. ,omc from siphoning off 
much of the country's income by those 
in governmcnt. l he Shah's family alone 
has helped itself to billions of dollars. 

Whythe 
Media Distortions? 
Given the ample justification for 

ousting the5hah. why has the US press 
so persistently distorted the cause of 
conflict in Iran and focused on false or 
secondary issues'/ Part of the reason lies 
in national interest. The United States 
has considerable political and economic 
ties to Iran. Iran is in a ~trategic loca­
tion both for patrolling oil shipping 
lane, in the Persian Gulf and intluenc­
ing a pro-Western stance on the part of 
other Middle Eastern countries. Eco­
nomic facton. above huge arm \ale,;;, 
include $4 billion ,pent by Iran on in­
dustrial technology and luxury items in 
the past year alone. billions of dollars 
invested by multinational corporation\, 
and billion,;; 'ipent on \Ophi,ticated ,ur­
veillance equipment. 

National interc\t a,idc. religiou~ and 
cultural hia\ have al\o inlluenccd hc.m 
the ne11, ha, been reported. Stereotypes 
have ,uh,titutcd for \eriou, invc..,tiga­
tion. Bald judgments have been applied 
in way~ that would have been con,icl­
cred inflammatory and bigoted had 
they been mac.le about any Wc,krn re­
ligion. 

Although the Shah ha, left. future 
development~ in Iran remain ,till in 
quc,tion. We can anticipate that the 
Wc..,tcrn pre\\ will continue to reflect 
Wc,tcrn intcre\l\ and cultural per,pcc­
tivc,. Bur "c need not accept rn1 faith 
that "'I he bc,t the 11c,t can hope for in 
Iran on current form i, a nominal mon­
archy under the Shah, hi,;, wife or hi, 
\On pn.:,iding benignly over a mili1ar., 
regime like Bra,il', or O\Cf a con,titu-
1io11;:tl ,cmi-democracy harnc,\i11g at 
lca,t ,omc ot Iran·, prc,cnt rcligiou, 
and \ot·ial pa\\ion,:· (The 1'.:co11omis1. 
December lh. 1978). 

For more inf(Jrmation on the current 
activities of" Iranian peo1,le in rlw US 
ltf.:hnn); for democrac:v and national In· 
depe11clenct•. cw11act the Jranitw Stu­
dent Aswciution (C/S) at 848-9766, 
2/J76 A.\'hby A 1•e, /Jerkeley, or Iranian 
Student As.\'ociation in the US at 655-
9992, 3204 Adeline, Berkeley. 

Telling it Like it Isn't: 
The Press Covers Iran 

Over the past year. the majority of the 
US media has depicted the unfolding 
situation in Iran as one of anarchy and 
la" lessnes~ motivated by religious fa­
naticism. Traditionalism and back 
wardness have been presented as the 
causes of Iranian popular diso;;ension. 
Participants have been repeatedly dis­
credited through the use of pejorative 
code words such as mobs. riots, anarchy 
and rampage: 

"Iranian Mobs Riot: Top Minister 
Quits-Prime Minister Jaafar Scy'ir­
Emani submiued his resignation ... 
Sunday night ... as mobs shouting 
'Death ro rhe Shah· rampaged r/1r11 
Tehran·· (Sacramento Bee, Novem­
ber 6, 1978); 

.. Tehran is burning. a city of an· 
archy set ablaze hy rampaging 
mobs·· (The Christian Science 
Monitor. November 6, 1978). 

When millions turned out to protest 
the detainment of 100,000 political 
prisoners and other abuses. the Shah 
responded by having thousands more 
arrested and massacred-UPI set the 
number killed in 1978's demonstrations 
at 1500. while those involved judged the 
ligure 10 be closer to 20.000. Many of 
the dcmonMrations were called to com­
memorate those killed for their opposi­
tion to the Shah. 

Yet, the mainstream US press has 
cliarac1cri1ed the opposition to the Shah 
a, follows: 
• 'UeliRtous leaders alrl'ady were upset 

hvlmul rt)f'orm measures in the /960s 
a~1</ 1970s thar had depri1•ed the 
mosques of much o( their added 
tt'\'l'lllU!.'. (Lo') Angeles Times) 
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