THIS MONTH

Commemorating International Workers Day,
this May Calendar issue is dedicated to the
United Farmworkers Union strike to combat
agribusiness exploitation. Numerous struggles
have sprung up around the country recently.
from the tomato pickers in Florida and lemon
harvesters in Arizona to the current lettuce
strike in the Salinas Valley. The farmworkers,
mainly represented by the United Farm Work

ers Union, are demanding higher pay to bring
tarm-laborers out of a poverty wage existence
For more on the strike, see the other side. Also,
plans are being made to take a food caravan to
Salinas strikers this month (sce May 8, 12 & 14
listings)

May Ist is International Workers Day, celebrat

ing the rich tradition of struggle by working
people around the world to organize and fight
for decent working conditions. May Day origi

nated in 1886 with the mass actions of 350,000
US workers to gain the 8 hour day with no loss
1. For current International Worker's Day
events, see May 1 listings.

Cinco de Mayo (Mexican Independence Day)
will also be celebrated around the Bay Area,
featuring the history and culture of Latino
people, and particularly the struggles of Chi
cano/Mexicano people in the US. May §, 1862
marks the Battle of Puebla, an historic victory
by Mexican independence forces against the

The 8th Annual African Liberation Day will be
held at Arroyo Park in Oakland this May 19
I'his demonstration of solidarity with the libera
1on struggles in Southern Africa has become a

| focus reflecting the growing liberation
ement in the black community in the US as
¢ll. Since 1972 African Liberation day has

been observed by thousands of people in Oak
land parks and around the country. This year
the City Council is trying to deny the commu-
v's use of Arroyo Park. African Liberation
Solidarity Committee will present speakers, cul
ture from Africa and the US, and news from
the liberation movements. The main slogar
be “*Cut the Ties with Apartheid” &
ory to the Patriotic Front.!" Join the
1gh the community to support the hqf
gele, the struggle for justice for
Black, and to protest US imperialism i
I'here will also be a Conference at 18
lege on May 20 sponsored by the Ng
n to Support African Liberz
an Liberation Day! Call
For more information
19 & 20
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’I‘l |I‘ '\lm Day Celebration,
Laub of the Radical

talking about May Day in its early years; sing-

ers Faith Petric, Ruthie Gorton and Jaime
Steele, The Whole Works Theatre with excerpts
1 Studs Terkel’s Working all come together
to celebrate International Workers' Day, 7:30
pm. La Pefia, free, 310S Shattuck, Berk

May Day Benefit, Spear of the Nation, a docu
ientary on the black liberation struggles and
Victory of Hope, a documentary dedicated to
the new Africa and the Angolan people's strug-
gle. 8:05, 10:25, benefit admission $2.50 at Rox
ie Cinema, 2117 16th St (at Valencia), SE. 863-
1087

Omowale Kefing, National Africat
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Organizational meeting,
tion Rights Movement (A.R

zing French army. See listings May 4 & §

l‘lRI May Day/Cinco de Mayo Sol-
idarity, meeting sponsored by

the Bay Area Friends of the People’s World,

Mexican and Bay Area trade unionists in inter
national solidarity will gather at Glide Memor
ial Church, 330 Ellis Street in San Francisco at
7:30. Speakers are Mr Rolando Martinez from
the embattled Coordinating Committee to Sec-
tion 277 of the Mineworkers, Metalworkers,
and Allied Trades Unions of the Republic of
Mexico. For further info call 848-1373

Cinco de Mayo Celebration, a festive program
celebrating the Battle of Puebla in 1862 in
which a decisive victory was won by the Mexi
can army over the French, Laney College, Oak,
call 835-5250 for more info.

**Shake Your Booty, Save Your Rebate,” a fund-
raising benefit dance, Friday, 9:00 pm at Ash
kenaz, 1317 San Pablo Avenue (at Gilma
Berkeley, featuring Latin, Jazz & Rock
East Bay Mud. $3.50 donation, come dj§
your toes off and support a good cause, fog
vance tickets & information, call 549-08

Hollywood Meets Vietnam, sponsored by#s
Bay Socialist School, a panel discussion gff
releases of Vietnam era films by Holfl
David Davis, yholfistim documen
Vietnam ! .
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reunion of People's 8

Park Council at Pegl fark, Haste & Dwight

S qT 1 8th Annual African Libera-
tion Day, speakers, cultural
groups, sponsored by African Liberation Sup-

port Committee, Arroyo Park, Bancroft and
76th Ave, Oak, call 834-2804 for more info.

Asian Films: Bayanihan 68 (Philippines), Folk
Dances of Korea, Poems of the Hat (Vietnam)
noon, at the Asian Community Library, 125
14th St, Oakland, 273-3400, free.

A Day of Music, at People's Park featuring
Wayy Gravy and special guests, sponsored by
People’s Park Council, People’s Park Project,
come noon at People's Park between Haste &
Dwight, Berk, free, call 642-4017 for more info.
Day Care, a workshop will focus on the current
state of child care—as it affects children, par-

pots, and workers, sponsored by the New Amer-

Movement, 1-5 pm, $2 donation, 6025
k. Berk. 2

il of Solidarity with Vietnam, an edu-

ad cultural program on the current

South East Asia, sponsored by the

Jatriots in the US & US-Vietnam-

Bip Assn, 7:30 pm, donations ac-

alth of musical talent, with th
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An Evening of Poetry and Prose, with the
Women Writers Union, featuring Luisah Teish,
Nellie Wong, Anne Finger, Carla Schick, at the
Noe Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St, SF,
$1.50, 7:30 pm, call for advance childcare 822-
8799 by May 18.

SA’I‘ 26 Asian Films: Hidden Fort-
ress (in Japanese, Eng sub-
titles) and Tangram (a children’s film) at the

Asian Community Library, 125 14th Street,
Oakland, noon, 273-3400, free.

Chevere, a newly formed women's Latin sextet
playing their original material along with those
favorite salsa and Brazilian standards, 9:30 pm,
$3, La Pena, 3105 Shattuck, Berk. 3

1894: Miners strike for eight-hour day in
Cripple Creek, Colorado.

Sl l DI 2 The History Book: Vol-

umes V, VI & VII, followed
by discussion, these chapters of this film illus-
trate the industrial revolution, the growing
workegs movement, the conflicts between ma-
gl countries leading to world wars,
yialist revolutions, 7:30 pm, free
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\ / . N 2 Rhythm, one of the
great Reggae bands liv
ening up the end of a long Memorial Day week-

end, 9 pm, $2.50, La Pefia, 3105 Shattuck,
Berk. ?

a, a benefit commemo-
martyrs of Colorado, fea-

Tl II‘: 2 10th Anniversary of the
*Cordobazo,’ popular up-

rising in Argentina, films: Tiempo de Violencia,
a documentary on the Cordobazo and the
Armed Forces, a presentation on the historical
and political significance of the Cordobazo,
sponsored by MASA and the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee for the 10th Anniversary of the Cordobazo,
8 pm, donation requested, at the La Pefia Com-
munity Center, 3109A Shattuck, Berk. 2

The Young and the Damned, an uncompromis-
ing social protest film viewing modern Mexico
n its poverty, 8:30 pm, $2, La Pefia, 3105 Shat-
k, Berk

D 3 Women in Prison, a

round-table discussion
pcarcerated and post-incarcerated women
vhat it's like to do time, what happens
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Bflusic and Dance Ensemble, excellent
ances of traditional West African danc-
) pm, $2, La Pena, 3105 Shattuck, Berk.

Memorial Day Massacre in Chicago.
Striking steelworkers, demanding union
recognition, attacked by 500 police as
they picket Republic Steel plant. Ten
workers killed, scores wounded.
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Spreading Solar Services, speeches and exhibi-
tions, 11 am to 2 pm, Civic Center, SF, free, call
982-5578 for more info

1968: The May '68 movement begins in France.
Culminates in general workers’ strike
which spreads throughout the country.
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Festival to Celebrate Asian-Pacific American
Heritage, music, dance, drama, play readings,
2-5 pm and 7:30-10:30 pm, at the Oakland
Museum, 1000 Oak St, Oak.
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Un Viejo Amor, a folkloric group on tour from
Mexico City, combining folkloric music, protest
and popular songs, 8:30 pm, $2.50, La Pefia,

1954: US Supreme Court rules segregated
schools unconstitutional,
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he trial of Sacco and Vanzetti on
rumped-up charges of robbery and
by urder. This was exposed as a politically
motivated government attack against
both the labor movement and the
democratic rights of “aliens.
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paign to Restore the Beilenson Act has
nched by the Human Services Commit-
he California Labor Community Coali-
Beilenson Act was enacted to protect
Ith services for low-income people by
health cutbacks. In June 78, at the
agayernor Brown, the State legisla-
p Act for one year
1on, which resulted
1 health-car cks. To help, please
ation of the Beilenson
o Governor Brown,
CA 95814. For more

ture s

uclear energy, a \\ml\xhnp ir
Sentation and practice in discussing
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3
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pano de San Francisco, a choral in-
lensemble dedicated to exploringthe
usiea| lnnuu of Latin people, 8:30 pm,
‘i Ld' Pefia, 310S Shattuck, Berk. 2 §

Statewide Protest Against
PGLE, \nnull(mmu\ dém-

c Festival, a° ® of Les
ways for Pleasure, att®msider’s look
) di Gras, and A Well Spent Life, a strong
autifully filmed portrait of Mance Lipscomb,

8:30 pm, $2.50, served with rice and red beans,
La Pefia, 3105 Shattuck, Berk. 2

10th Anniversary of the Berkeley Free Clinic, a
benefit concert with music, street theatre,
poetry and more, 8 pm, $3 donation, Le Conte
School, Russell and Ellsworth, Berk
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gimpaign, contact the
ee, 3210 E. 14th St.,
call 261-5948

latric Assault is taking
‘e on Human Rights and
ession in West Palm Beach,
May 31 to June 4. They need do-
rve the site and for mailing. Send
ents” Rights Assn, PO Box 301,
rida 33470

Florida, {
nations 1Q §
to: Mental B
lu\.«hau‘t\

s bi-monthly rap group for
\\ulkma gabians, dealing with job prob-
women's movement, involve-
orld women, Ist and 3rd Fri-
1, free, 2329 San Pablo Ave,

Jance-Theatre presents ‘‘Bare
leals with dancing and surviving
ridays and Saturdays May 18
9, 8:30 pm, $3 or PAS voucher,
os in Project Artaud, 401 Ala-

Poets’ Coalition is having an open
May S, everyone welcome. They are also
presenting a number of poetry readings and
workshops. Call 832-8030 for more information.
Cinco de Mayo celebrations all week long at
San Francisco State, sponsored by The La Raza
Organization, April 30 to May 4. For details
call 469-2016, mariachis, baile folklorico and
more.

San Francisco Poster Brigade will have on dis-
play recent revolutionary posters at City Lights
Bookstore, opening May 2 and running
through July, at 261 Columbus Ave, SF.
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Continued
goats as “illegal aliens” who are taking
away jobs from American workers. Con-
more trary to these lies and racial attacks, the

quire tacts show that unemployment is concen
Y trated in jobs never held by undocumented
workers. The problem is not the "flood of
undocumented immigrants’ but the
nomic and political system which creates
vast unemployment and poverty in Mexico
forcing Mexican families to immigrate
the border. Without immediate
marketable skills and hindered by lan
guage, Mexican farm laborers became vic
tims of national oppression like the Fili-
pino medical workers in US hospitals, and
the Koreans and Hong Kong Chinese toil
ing in US garment sweatshops
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Comexas, 3rd World N Last February, striker Rufino Contreras
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‘\Q‘ET“"“]"‘I“‘;"I‘ : ‘yi l.\,l,‘ IR attempted to talk to a crew of strikebreak
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I'he Agriculture Labor Relations Board,
the legal negotiator the growers
and strikers, has not helped the workers. It
recently obtained a court order to limit the
number of strikers to 150 at the
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reation Center tields ot
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yrd's Liguors Sun Harvest, the largest agribusiness firm
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UFW President Cesar Chavez is on tour
nationwide appealing for material support
in food supply and donations. Taking part
in a strike 1s a difficult matter for the farm
worker. He or she gets $25 a week from
union funds, a food supply of flour and
and the rest comes from small say
ings in the bank. Qualifying for unemploy
takes a

Food

beans,

ment insurance is full of red tape
and dented
supplies and financial donations during
the '60s kept the alive. The
strikers are seeking the same kind of sup-
port today

I'he tarmworkers attempting to
stand up to the growers at a time when big
and the US government are
working very hard to force major setbacks
on the US working class. For the farm
workers, experiencing long hours of work,
exposure to insecticides, few
benetits and lots of unpaid overtime, the
strike means the hope for a better life for
them and their children. **Si, se puede”
Yes, it

few months is often

union drive

are

business

poisonous

is possible!
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T'he farmworkers are asking you to boycott
Chiquita bananas, a product of United Brands,
the parent company of Sun Harvest. Strikers
need your support 1o feed people in the Salinas
Valley. Rice, pinto beans, flour, potatoes, evap
orated milk, tomato sauce, canned fruits and
egetables, soups, and cereals can be brought
to

Ouakland: St Augustine Episcopal, 525
St, St Louis Bertrand’s, 1410 100th Ave, Centro
Legal do la Raza, 1315 Fruitvale
St Joseph the Workman

29th

Berkeley 1640 Ad
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Our goal is to publicize the political & cultural struggles
for radical social change in our area.

List your event!
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Name of event

Program

gpnnsnr(s)
Location

Time Cost
Childcare?

Contact Phone

List by the 21st of each month!

Wheelchair Access?

mail by the 18th!

Subscribe!

The life of the
active support of the East Bay community! Support

Calendar project depends on the

us with your subscriptions
Send to: Inkworks Community Calendar
4220 Telegraph Avenue
Qakland, CA 94609
Enclosed is my $5 subscription ($10 groups)
for one year
Enclosed is an additional contribution of
$ to support the Calendar work.
Name
Address

City State Zip
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Farmworkers Strike
Heads North

In the Salinas Valley, 100 miles south of
the Bay Area, crisp green iceberg lettuce
blossoms throughout the flat countryside.
For the tarmworkers who worked in the
Imperial Valley during the late winter, it is
time to migrate north for the spring har-
vest of the Salinas lettuce fields. Others
come from Fresno, Kern County, and De-
lano.

I'his year as in the past, farmworkers
will come not to harvest but to join the
picket lines of the United Farm Workers
union. The UFW has wrestled for the past
14 years to represent migrant farm labor
ers and combat the substandard working
conditions in US agriculture, The union
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has been on strike since mid-January
against the major lettuce growers. The
workers are determined to strike through-
out this year’s harvest if the growers aren't
willing to meet their basic economic needs.

Substandard Conditions

UFW is demanding a pay raise over a
three-year period from $3.70 to $5.25 an
hour, a 12% increase each year to keep
pace with inflation. Their other demands
—overtime pay for overtime work, paid
holidays, and employer contributions to
pension funds—are basic rights won long
ago by unions in non-agricultural occu-
pations. Farmworker families can barely
afford housing, food and clothing on $3.70
an hour.

T'he growers, who pretend on TV to be
just honest farmers worried about getting
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their crops in, are actually shrewd busi-
nessmen stiriving for big company profits.
Agribusiness is California’s biggest indus-
try, and for the growers, each new year has
meant record-breaking profits. In the Im-
perial Valley the winter harvest this year
grossed a record $140 million as compared
to $75 million last year.

I'he growers claim that higher wages for
farmworkers hike up the cost of food and
create inflation at the supermarket. But
the fact is that less than one cent on the
cost of a head of lettuce goes to pay the
worker who picked it. Laborers work long
hours at the backbreaking job of picking
lettuce for 57 cents a box. The growers sell
the box wholesale for anywhere from four
dollars to fifteen dollars—taking advan-
tage of the strike-created lettuce shortage
to drive up the price. While profits are in
the millions, the migrant family averages
only $6,000 a year, a figure well below the
poverty level.

Tradition of Cheap Labor

Grower exploitation of stoop labor dates
back to the 1930’s when attempts to un-
ionize met with violence and failure. Fili-
pino farmworkers who tried to organize
strikes in the Salinas Valley were badly
beaten and forced to flee for their lives. To
this day, farmworkers do not have the
same legal rights as other workers and
their only protection comes from recently
enacted state laws which are full of conces-
s1ons (o growers.

Growers are also keeping up the tradi-
tion of hiring cheap immigrant labor.
Much harvesting is done by undocument-
ed workers, mostly from Mexico. Their *'il-
legal™ status and lack of access to social
services makes them a workforce which is
easy to manipulate and hard to organize.
['here is always the fear of deportation.

During periods of high unemployment,
undocumented workers are made scape-

(Continued on next page)




