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SPONSORS

The East Bay Community Calendar has
changed its format to allow the growth
of the publication toward an increased
circulation and a stronger base of self-
support. The format makes room for
“sponsorships” or ads, while maintaining
space devoted to feature articles on sig-
ant community issues. Ads are avail-
on this page (see ad rates).Your
ssage will reach a wide ranging audi-
who are particularly interested in
community affairs, and won't be lost in
the back pages of an overcrowded news-
print publication. We are encouraging
community organizations, social or cul-
tural groups, and service projects to
make use of this prime space to publi-
cize your efforts and services

AD RATES

* Basic rate is $10 per column inch
(1"x2%") per month. 10% discount

on ads continuing for three months

or more

Discount rates available to community
groups; please inquire.

Ads should be submitted in “camera
ready"” layout form by the 21st of the
preceding month

Help or advice with layout and design,
reductions, enlargements, copy for
ads is available through Inkworks.

To place an ad, call Inkworks/Commu-
nity Calendar at 652-7111 Mon-Fri,
9am to 5 pm, or mail ad copy and pay-
ment to Community Calendar, 4220
Telegraph, Oakland, CA 94609

We Need You!

Put your time and talents to work to make
the Community Calendar an even better
resource! We need help with listings,
layout, ads, distribution, etc—everything
involved in putting the publication to-
gether each month. Get involved! Call

the Calendar, c/o Inkworks Printing, at
652-7111

ence

4220 TELEGRAPH AVE., OAKLAND, (¥

[@feiid

“CULTURE FOR PEOPLE, NOT PROFITS
3105 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley

c/o Inkworks
4220 Telegraph Ave.
Oakland, CA 94609

Confinved , , |

Dan White, however, is white, an
ex-cop, ex-fireman, ex-city supervisor,
and fast food concessionaire—the
archetypical “All-American boy made
good.”” A good deal of the defense’s
case rested on fostering an image of
White as a traditional, law abiding,
nice guy who cracked under pressure
and acted totally out of No
malice, To quote one of the
defense psychiatrists, “It’s inconceiv
able that Mr. White, who couldn’t
even tell off someone who stepped on
his toe in a line, say, could plan some-
thing heinous.”

3Jut how consistent is this image
with the hostility and aggressiveness
conveyed by White’s own campaign
literature? For example, one of his
pamphlets states, “You must realize
there are thousands upon thousands
of frustrated, angry people such as
yourself waiting to unleash a fury that
can and will eradicate the malignan-
cies which blight our city.

“I am not going to be forced out of
San Francisco by splinter groups of
radicals, social deviates, incorrigibles.

. By choosing to run for supervisor
of District 8, I have committed myself
to the confrontation which can no
longer be avoided by those who care”

The ““diminished capacity’ defense
rests on the contention that White was
psychologically distraught and acted
in the heat of passion at the time of

bodily harm; there was much uproar
over the damage done to City Hall
while little consideration was given to
the victims of police aggression. Prop
erty damage is called “violence’ while
human damage is “law and order.” It
became ever more that
minority communities of any type are
not protected by law from police for-
ays against them

o June 11, 1976: Jose Barlow Benavide:
is murdered by police officer Michael
Cogley in East Oakland. The killing is

|

obvious

character.
no cause

-

ruled “‘accidental” and Cogley

prosecuted.

March 17, 1979: Fifteen year old Mel-
vin Black is shot six times by three
Oakland police officers. It is called
“Justifiable homocide.”” His crime:
carrying a B.B The officers who

not been prosecuted.

never

gun
killed him have

It is fine that the jury has spoken.

But this is not final. There are things
to be done to prevent future injustice.
What we do on what we have

learnec

At City Hall

41l night long, the night of the
attack on City Hall

reporters talked about broken

windows
but not of broken promises

newsmen reported the number
of police cars set on fire

but not the expectations of justice
vanished in flames

Commentators condemned mob
irresponsibility, in effects

but not individual and collective
irresponsibility, as cause.

R.V. Cottam

the killings. White’s emotion-wracked
taped confession was used. Much was
made of his supposed repentence and
grief by the defense.

Yet, testimony to the contrary was
never presented by the prosecution, cold

Words G wumc by A MURDER
Lenny Anderson
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was always super-cool, calm, appar- S . &1 rira e i g
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officers. White's fear and hostility to el === I = S O . ,':‘;g‘fj =

ward what he termed ‘‘radicals and I 4 HoRUS ¥
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noia about gays in the police depart- s ek slopped s wiet aud coul him up~tD  Ded

ment—something you find in macho
subcultures of men. The prosecution
didn’t want to deal with this.”

In the aftermath of the verdict, it
became apparent to many that the
standards of the law are applied dif-
ferently in different cases. It became
that damage to property can
more condemnation than can

Six months have passed and the

Somehow Dan White was

clear
draw
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And on this there is no question if he'd been Black instead of white
They would have sent him to the chair
But the system would not take the life of that
Was it sympathy that blinded them to the bloody deeds he'd done”

rdict came like a
innocentin the *
3ut if he had no mahce as required for murder one
I'nen why'd he pack those extra round:

A9 79 € ‘.41« [ ;.-m‘. Anders ov
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blow to my jaw

just’" eyes of the law

hell why 'd he pack his gun

hell, he'd be dead tonight
every mother's son

Comnunity Calenday

Our goal is to publicize the political & cultural struggles
for radical social change in our area.

List your event!

Date of event

Subscribe!

The life of the Calendar project depends on the

Name of event

active support of the East Bay community! Support

us with your subscriptions

Program

Send to: Inkworks Community Calendar

4220 Telegraph Avenue

'\[mn\nr's:‘

Oakland, CA 94609

Location

Enclosed is my $5 subscription ($10 groups)

Time Cost

for one year

Enclosed is an additional contribution of

Childcare?,

Contact Phone

Wheelchair Access?

t the Calendar work.
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List by the 21st of each month!
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City State

Zip

OAKLAND FEMINIST WOMEN'S
HEALTH CENTER
WOMEN'Ss CHOICE CLINIC

PREGNANCY SCREENING Gvnee SICAL CARE

ABoRTION BIRTH CONTRO

The Bishop’s Community, Inc.

287 17th Street

46!

Oaklan

Home Chore Services
for Elderly and Handicapped
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WHITE VERDICT:
ADDING INSULT TO INJURY

On November 27, 1978, San Fran-
ciscans were shocked and appalled by
the double murders of Supervisor
Harvey Milk and Mayor George Mos-
cone by ex-supervisor Dan White.
Many people erroneously assumed
Dan White would be convicted of first
degree murder in the course of justice.
It was taken for granted that in com-
mitting two senseless murders, White
had essentially forfeited his own life
to a sentence of the death penalty or
life in prison.

On May 21, 1979, however, salt was
poured on !rg-\h wounds when San
Fraciscans learned of White’s volun-
tary manslaughter verdict, which
holds a maximum sentence of seven
eight months. San Franciscans
cringed in appalled disbelief at the
outcome of the trial. Tensions ran
high in the city, especially in the gay
community where a particular loss
was felt with the death of Harvey
Milk.

I'hat same day,

years,

in response to the
verdict, two to three thousand angry
people, predominantly gay, demon-
strated at City Hall, calling the verdict
unjustly light. Frustration among
some of the demonstrators erupted
into rock-throwing, window-breaking,
and police-car burning. Scores of
I'AC squads, policemen, and deputies
from San Francisco and surrounding
counties were called in. Police “crowd
control” erupted into head-cracking.
After the confrontation, 42 police
were treated for cuts and bruises re-

ceived in battle;
presspeople,

120 demonstrators,
surprised tourists and
passersby were treated and hospital-
ized for broken ribs, punctured lungs,
and multiple skull wounds. One man
underwent brain surgery after receiv-
ing a head wound.

On May 22, early in the morning,
police invaded the Castro St. area,
pursuing people on the street, drag-
ging people out of bars and beating
them

WHAT PRICE ‘“JUSTICE”?

It has been said that the judicial
system does not concern itself with
achieving justice but rather with con-
forming to the law. Much of the out-
rage felt both inside and outside the
gay community comes from the
recognition that any number of
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people, had they committed the same
crime, would have received a verdict
of first degree murder and possibly
faced the death penalty. In fact, many

have received harsher sentences for
lesser acts.
e Cassandra Peten, a young Black

woman beaten repeatedly throughout
her marriage, takes a gun with her
when meeting her ex-husband at a
bank because she is afraid of him.
When he attempts to leave with nearly
all the money from their joint tax re-

turn, she shoots and wounds him. She
faces a six year sentence.
s Seventeen year old Filipino, Julius

Domantay was tried for the robbery-
shooting of a grocery store owner.
Though a minor committing his first
offense, Domantay was sentenced to
life imprisonment.

(Continued on next page)




