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1863 Lnglish workers send letter, written by
Karl Ma¥. 10 President Lincoln sup-
porting the abolition of slavery. This
international solidarity by the British
workers helped keep the British govern-
ment from entering the war on the side
of the slave owners.
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made some effort to soften the blows on
poor and working people, social programs
are being cut all over the country. At the
same time that these cuts go into effect,
Carter will be calling for an increase in the
military budget. Clearly Carter wants the
confidence of monopoly corporations and
more security for the US government as a
world economic and military power. He
also, however, needs the confidence of US
working people to pull this off—particu-
larly in an election year.

Since the Shah was installed in 1953 by a
CIA sponsored military coup against the
progressive leader Mossadegh, the Shah
accumulated $25 billion in personal wealth
from the labor of Iranian workers. Mean-
while, the average urban worker earned 17
cents an hour, although the cost of living
equalled the US. Some 87% of villages had
no schools, 72% of the people were illiter-
ate, and infant mortality was 50%. Intoler-
ant of any opposition, the “King of Kings”
as he called himself, executed more than
128,000 people while in power, and held
over 100,000 political prisoners. The US
supplied arms, organized the secret police
(SAVAK), supplied the technology for tor-
ture, and sent 40,000 US advisors and
troops to support the Shah’s regime. US
corporations had a tremendous stake in
Iran’s oil, with at least 20% of Iran’s reve-
nues going to Standard Oil, Texaco, Gulf,
and Mobile. Some S000 other US corpora-
tions—led by David Rockefeller’s banks,
made billions in profits from Iran.

NATIONALISM & RACISM:
A HISTORY OF SCAPEGOATS

The outbreak of reaction against Iran-
ians in the US is not an isolated or unique
occurence. {t's happening at a time when
other forms of national chauvinism and
racism are on the rise. In times of crisis
throughout our history, prejudice, dis-
crimination, and repression against racial
and national minorities have taken open,
ugly forms. Racism and anti-immigrant
reaction destroy’ the political, social and
economic gains we've made in the past and
undermine the unity working people need
to fight for change in times of crisis.

In 1865, during the Civil War Recon-
struction in the South, the KKK was
formed. Recently there has been a resur-
gence of Klan activity, not only in Greens-
boro, North Carolina where S anti-Klan
demonstrators were killed, but here in
California and other states as well.

During the depression of the 1870’s,
Chinese workers in California, recruited
during the boom years, were subjected to
massive, violent racial attacks. Over half
were forced to flee the US.

With the depression of the 1890's a
marked increase in lynchings of Blacks oc-
cured. Between 1889 and 1901 there were
1,955 recorded lynchings, nearly half of all
recorded lynchings from 1882-1947.

In the post-war depression of 1919,
major race riots against Blacks were insti-
gated in Chicago, St Louis, and other
cities.

Over 500,000 Mexican workers, im-
ported into California to provide cheap la-
bor for large ranches and farms in the
1920's were deported during the depres-
sion of the 1930's.

During World War 11, 110,000 Japanese
Americans in the US were forcibly evacu-
ated from their homes into internment
camps. Many were farmers who were never
able to regain their land from the large
agricultural corporations.

The deportation of Mexicans and other

“illegal aliens” is again on the rise follow-
ing a decade of recruitment of foreign-
born workers during the good times of the
1960’s.

In the current Iran crisis, nationalist re-
action, spurred on by policies of the Immi-
gration & Naturalization Service (INS),
has over-ridden the legal rights of Iranians
in the US and clouded the real issue of the
Iranian struggle to regain control of their
country.

Dennis the Menace

By HANK KETCHAM

Dewey’s havin’ meat loaf. His dad says
some Arab is eatin’ their Thanksgivin’
turkey,

SCAPEGOATING

A MESSAGE
FROM IRANIAN STUDENTS

The Iranian people are not opposed to
the American people and they do not have
feelings of enmity toward them. They are,
rather, opposed to the policies of the
United States government in regard to
Iran. Many Americans are understandably
distressed about the hostage situation at
the American Embassy in Tehran, at the
same time, however, the Iranian people are
deeply insulted by the presence of the ex-
Shah in this country. In reality, this crisis is
a direct result of the US government’s de-
cision to permit the ex-Shah to enter and
remain indefinitely in this country.

We believe the American people can
help by asking their government to extra-
dite the Shah to Iran, or at least to have
him expelled from this country as soon as
possible. You can also help to defuse the
growing tension between Americans and
Iranians by asking your family, friends,
and associates to look deeply into both
sides of the issue. We appreciate your
efforts.

For further information please contact
us at:

Iranian Students Assoc. in the US
P.O. Box S5000F
Berkeley, CA 94704

GROUPS SPEAK OUT AGAINST
LYNCH-MOB MENTALITY

The National Black Pastors Conference,
at a meeting in Detroit of 1200 black mini-
sters, called the Shah a *‘criminal” and de-
manded his deportation ‘‘as quickly as
possible’” The group urged the Carter ad-
ministration to “end its harrassment of
Iranians in America!" *‘We understand the
hostility of the Iranian masses toward the
former shah and toward the US which set
him up as puppet, armed him and trained
his vicious SAVAK secret police.”

In San Francisco, the Japanese-Ameri-
can Citizens League, Coalition for the
Rights of Immigrants, American Civil Lib-
erties Union, Social Justice Commission of
tie Roman Catholic Archdiocese, and Na-
tional Lawyers Guild challenged the Jus-
tice Department order that all Iranian stu-
dents submit to a review of their visas. The
organizations stated that the “‘indiscrimi-
nate, massive review’ violates constitu-
tional rights and could lead to “even wider
disregard for our moral and legal systems.”
“Are we to expect that each time US hos-
tages are taken in a foreign country, or
other action is taken . . . which may upset
our political leaders, that there will be re-
prisals against the appropriate national,
ethnic, or religious group in this country?”
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THE SHAH COMES
HOME TO ROOST

Last February the Shah fled Iran. The
overwhelming majority of Iranian
people—workers, peasants, students,
small business interests, liberals, and tra-
ditional Moslems—united in open revolt
against his regime. They would not accept
a government which kept most of the na-
tion in poverty and repressed any opposi-
tion. The Shah’s rule lasted 25 years only
because of the economic and military sup-
port of the US.

Today, the Shah has asylum in the US.
He is protected by the government and the
Rockefeller/ Kissinger clique, despite the
Iranian’s demand that he be returned to
face charges against his regime. Like the
war criminals of Nazi Germany, he should
face the accusations of his people.

The US news media has given massive
coverage to anti-Iranian reaction all over
the country. We have seen people in Hous-
ton, Los Angeles, Portland and Washing-
ton DC hold demonstrations that resemble
lynch mobs. The media headlines incite
fear and anti-immigrant feelings. But what
does the US public really have at stake?

CRISIS OR
CALCULATED RISK?

The State Department knew in advance
that the Shah's entry into the US would
provoke the embassy takeover, yet did
nothing to avoid the situation. (According
to documents found in the Tehran em-
bassy, the State Dept projected that the
Shah's entry into the US, while an “‘inevit-
able step,” would lead to “the danger of
hostages being taken in Iran" (SF Chron-
icle, 11/15). Why does our government
want to protect the Shah?
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Our government, as well as the big fi-
nancial and corporate interests, wants a
chance to reassert US prestige and power
abroad. They also need an opportunity to
shift the blame of unpopular economic
and social policies here in the US. Because
they cannot demonstrate that US working
people have anything to gain from these
policies at home and abroad, they rely on
unthinking nationalism.

Since the Camp David Summit Carter
and his administration have been desper-
ately trying to regain the confidence of
“Mainstream America.” Faced with the
highest rate of inflation in our history, un-
employment, and the threat of a major re-
cession, the government has implemented
economic policies which benefit only the
corporations. In contrast to other periods
of economic crisis when government has

(continued next page)




